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Appendix C

National Environmental

Justice Program
Participation Study - ‘
2011 ;J\vau{slTSYA)r

Dear John Smith:

You have been selected from a sample of environmental organizations to participate in a
study on matters of public participation conducted by researchers at the University of
Arkansas. By consulting organizations who advocate for environmental equity for
marginalized communities such as yours, we hope to determine how well states are
facilitating participation. The questionnaire should take only a few minutes to complete;
please skip over any questions which you do not care to answer, and feel free to include
additional information in the comment sections whenever you wish. Your candid
answers will be greatly appreciated.

This is a request for completely voluntary participation, and your responses will remain
totally anonymous -- neither your name nor any other identifying information will be
asked or recorded. @ The University of Arkansas supports the rights of research
participants and the provisions established for the protection of respondent anonymity
have been approved by the University's Institutional Review Board. You can be assured
that the confidentiality of all survey results will be maintained. Please click on the link
below to provide your input.

Thank you in advance for your valuable thoughts and insights contributed to this
important research project. If you have any questions, concerns, or complaints with this
research, you may contact the University of Arkansas Institutional Review Board at
(479) 575-3845.

If you would like to receive a summary of survey results, please check this box [ ].

Sincerely,
Dr. William D. Schreckhise Angela Hines
Associate Professor, Doctoral Candidate
Department of Political Science Public Policy Program
and Public Policy Program University of Arkansas
University of Arkansas
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Survey Instrument

Opportunities to participate: This section asks about your organization’s

PARTICIPATION in activities related to environmental decision-making sponsored by your

state government.

Over the past year, how many local environmental issues has your organization

identified?
None 1-2 concerns 3-4 concerns More than 4 concerns
O O O O

Over the past year, how many environmental justice concerns has your organization
identified with?

None 1-2 concerns 3-4 concerns More than 4 concerns

Over the past year, how many times have state government agencies asked your
organization to participate in the environmental decision making process?

None 1-2 times 3-4 times More than 4 times

In what types of state sponsored events has your organization taken part?
(please check all that apply)

___Roundtables __ Task forces ___ Blue-ribbon commission
____Focus groups ___ Referenda ___Public hearings/inquiries
___Public opinion surveys ___Negotiated rule making ___ Consensus conference
___ Citizen jury/panel ___Public advisory committee =~ Town hall meetings

____Other (Please specify all that apply)
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Comments: Please provide any additional comments you may have about your organization’s

participation state-level environmental decision-making:

Communication: This section asks about COMMUNICATION that has occurred between

your organization and your state government on issues related to environmental protection and

environmental justice. Please indicate vour level of satisfaction on each of the following items.

How satisfied are you with:
a. Voicing your concerns of environmental justice to state level officials?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
b.The degree to which your organization was asked to participate?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
c.The state’s willingness to listen to organizational concerns?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
d.The state’s response to your organization’s input?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
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If your organization has expressed an environmental justice concern to the state, how
long it did take to get a response?

Less than a week 1-4 weeks More than 4 weeks ~ We never received a response

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between the state

an your organization:

Knowledge: In this section we would like to assess your organizations level of KNOWLEDGE

of environmental issues facing your community and your state.

Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement by ranking each response from

Strongly Agree to Strongly Disagree

My organization:

e. Has a good understanding of the important environmental issues facing our
community.

Strongly agree ~ Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

f.Clearly understands the state’s goals and efforts in addressing environmental justice
issues.

Strongly agree ~ Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree
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c. Has gathered invaluable knowledge through participating in state participation efforts.

Strongly agree ~ Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

d. Is aware of opportunities to participate in environmental decision-making.

Strongly agree ~ Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

e. Has found participation events very informative

Strongly agree ~ Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between the state

and your organization:

In the following section, we would like to know what impact participation in
government sponsored activities has had on your organization. Please indicate below how
each activity has impacted your activity, from (1) increased significantly to (3) no change

to (5) decreased significantly
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a.Knowledge of state-level environmental issues?
1 2 3 4 5

b. Competence to engage in the environmental issues?

1 2 3 4 5

c. Knowledge of state-level environmental justice issues?
1 2 3 4 5
d. Environmental planning and development?

1 2 3 4 5

e. Navigating the decision-making process?

1 2 3 4 5

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between

the state and your organization:
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Decision-Making: In this section we would like to assess your organizations involvement in the

DECISION-MAKING process to address environmental issues in your community and your

state.

Based on your experience, how satisfied are you with:

a. The publicity of state-sponsored public participation events by state agencies?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

b. The information provided in these venues?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

g.The organization of these events?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

h.The way your group was treated at these events?
Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
i.The ability to express your organizations values and opinions concerning proposed
environmental decisions?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

j.How well your views and opinions are taken seriously?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

k.Your ability to effectively engage in the decision-making process

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A
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Based on your experience, how satisfied are you with:
a.Your group’s overall organizational involvement in the decision-making process?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

b.The discussion of concerns related to a proposed decision?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

c. The decision outcome(s)?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

d. The degree to which state decisions reflect the values expressed by your organization?
Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

e.Your group’s influence on the final decision outcome?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

f. The fairness of the process that produced the outcome?

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between

the state and your organization:
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Trust/Conflict: In this section we would like to assess your organizations level of TRUST or

CONFLICT with state and local agencies in addressing environmental issues facing your

community and your state.

Please indicate your satisfaction with each statement by indicating the appropriate
response

a. The state is willing to assist communities with concerns of environmental justice.

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

b. Environmental justice issues are a major concern at the state level

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

c. The state is highly responsive to issues that impact vulnerable populations such as
minority groups, children, the elderly, and the poor.

Very satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Very dissatisfied N/A

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between

the state and your organization:
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Please indicate your agreement with each statement by ranking each response from 1 to 5
where 1=Significantly decreased; 2=Decreased moderately; 3=No change; 4=Increased

moderately; and 5=Increased significantly

How has the participation in state participation structures affected your:

a. Trust in the state as an advocate in the protection of EJ communities?

Significantly decreased Decreased moderately No change Increased moderately Increased significantly

b. Distrust of the state an advocate in the protection of EJ communities?

Significantly decreased Decreased moderately No change Increased moderately Increased significantly

c. The conflict between EJ communities and the state?

Significantly decreased Decreased moderately No change Increased moderately Increased significantly

d. The conflict between EJ communities and private industry?

Significantly decreased Decreased moderately No change Increased moderately Increased significantly

Comments: Please provide any comments you may have about communication between

the state and your organization:
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Demographic Information: Please complete the information in this section to provide

supplemental information about your organization.

In what state does your organization registered to operate in?

In what year was your organization founded?

How many members are registered with your organization?

What is the yearly organizational budget? $

Thank you for your participation in this survey!
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