
The high school diploma attainment rates increased for each population group 
since 2015. The African American population’s improvements led to educational 
attainment rates across many counties which were similar to the state average of 
87.2 percent. The Hispanic population’s educational attainment rates continued 
to be lower than the state average but significant progress was achieved in many 
counties such as Saline, Cleburne, and Grant. The white population maintained its 
relatively higher attainment rates in comparison to the African American population 
and especially the Hispanic population.  
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Educational Attainment - High School Diploma - in 2018



The data contained in this section was retrieved from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
American Community Survey. Counties with data limitations, such as a small 
population size, will report a zero percent statistic.
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Bachelor’s Degree Attainment 

Postsecondary education provides exposure to advanced skill development along 
with theoretical and applied knowledge. The attainment of a bachelor’s degree 
is associated with increased earnings, enhanced human capital development and 
greater labor market opportunites. The bachelor’s degree attainment rate is the 
proportion of the adult population (25 years and older) who have attained at least 
a bachelor’s degree.

The average bachelor’s degree attainment rate in Arkansas was 23.3 percent in 
2018.

Bachelor’s degree attainment varied significantly among the various racial and 
ethnic groups in Arkansas. The higher education attainment rates increased over 
the period from 2015 to 2018 for each of the different population groups. All 
population groups displayed greater attainment rates in the Northwest Arkansas 
and Central Arkansas metro areas than the rest of Arkansas. The Hispanic and 
African American attainment rates were generally low across the state compared 
to the white population.
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Educational Attainment - Bachelor’s Degree



The levels of bachelor’s degree attainment, or greater, varied by geographic 
location and population group in 2015. The metro areas of Northwest Arkansas and 
Central Arkansas had relatively higher attainment rates than the rest of Arkansas. 
The African American and Hispanic populations had lower attainment rates 
than the state average, 21.8 percent.  Both populations had many counties with 
low attainment rates. The white population’s educational attainment rates were 
relatively higher than those among the African American and Hispanic populations.
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Educational Attainment-Bachelor’s Degree or Higher-in 2015



The educational attainment rates increased from 2015 to 2018 for each population, 
although the trends from 2015 showed little change in 2018. The African American, 
Hispanic, and white populations experienced increases in their attainment rates 
across 34, 36, and 58 counties, respectively. The African American and Hispanic 
populations continued to have lower educational attainment rates than the state 
average, 23.3 percent. The white population once again reported educational 
attainment rates which were relatively higher than the rates among the African 
American and Hispanic populations.
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Educational Attainment-Bachelor’s Degree or Higher-in 2018
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The Center for Business and Economic Research at the Sam M. Walton College of Business	  
provides excellence in applied economic and business research to federal, state, and local 		
government, as well as to businesses currently operating or those that desire to operate in 		   
the state of Arkansas. The Center further works to improve the economic opportunities of all 	  
Arkansans by conducting policy research in the public interest. 

The Urban League of the State of Arkansas is stuctured to lead efforts  in advancing and obtaining 
equal opportunities for all citizens with a concerted focus on the areas of Health, Education, Jobs 
and Housing. As an affiliate of the National Urban League, Arkansas will sustain the mission of the 
Urban League movement by conducting its business consistent with the requirements, policies, and 
standards of the National Urban League.

Photo credits: Rob Smith/Northwest Arkansas Council, Ryan Versey/Sam M. Walton College of Busi-
ness. 
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