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Melissa Lester, BSA ’88 MS ’90,
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F all of ’99 got off to a great start for the College
of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences! The
College led the campus in enrollment increases,

on a percentage basis, again this year. Undergradu-
ate enrollment, for the second consecutive year, is
up by more than 12 percent, overall enrollment is
up 8.7 percent over last year. The Carnival of Clubs
started everyone off on the right foot for the new
academic year. So many exciting things are happen-
ing — I’ll mention just a few highlights.

The faculty and administration have adopted a
new management plan for 1999-2004 — a plan that
emphasizes development of the College to meet
growth demands and to provide the quality of
learning environments our students deserve.
“Classrooms for Tomorrow: A Strategic Initiative” has been adopted as the
priority from the plan. A group of alumni and friends of the College have
formed a Leadership Council and pledged to help secure funds to renovate
and modernize our classrooms and auditoriums, especially those in the
Agriculture and Home Economics buildings. Donors are being sought to

support the renovations, and the classrooms
and lecture halls will bear the names of those
contributors in recognition of their support for
our programs. Dennis Robertson, executive
vice president of Farm Bureau, has agreed to
serve as the first chair of the group, and
Howard Young, distinguished alumnus for
1998 and former executive vice president of the

Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association, has agreed to be vice chair. Already we
owe this group great appreciation for their volunteer efforts.

The distance education initiative was launched this fall with four courses
being offered via compressed video to various locations across the state.
Already plans are being laid to offer another set of courses this spring when
the new distance education classroom will be ready for use. The slogan of the
Division of Agriculture, “Arkansas is Our Campus,” is becoming a reality in
the changing relationships of the College with its students — more and more
of whom are not on this campus.

Undergraduate research is receiving more emphasis in the College. Small
seed grants are being made available to students and professors who elect to
partner in research efforts. A journal of undergraduate research is being
planned. Gamma Sigma Delta has volunteered to develop the first issue of the
journal. In a related activity, a group of faculty are developing an implementa-
tion plan for a revitalized Honors Program for the College.

The College history book is now available. It is a good read. The book
illustrates accomplishments of the past and drives home the idea that we can
make the future brighter and more productive than the past. It is recom-
mended reading for every alumni, student, faculty and friend of the College.

And there is much, much more underway in the College and on the
University of Arkansas campus. We hope each of you will find a way to enjoy
the activities and progress and become more active in the affairs of the
College.

Year 2000
and beyond
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JUST DO IT!
Following the popular Nike slogan, the DBCAFLS Alumni Society

developed an aggressive strategic plan to benefit our College and its
students and to encourage alumni involvement. Participation of the
current Board members and Society members has kept the time goals
and objectives on a successful track. Dale Reed, current Society presi-
dent, mentioned our plan in his message published in the spring edition.
Here’s more...

Board members Tina Teague, Don Freeman, Dale Reed and I served
as the Strategic Planning Committee. With the assistance of Diane Jones,
we have begun to define our organization, develop an operating style
and philosophy and establish goals for informational materials for our
members.

Don McCaskill has worked diligently to support development efforts
of the College. One of our objectives included responsibilities to estab-
lish and influence fund raising, constituency building and developing

industry relationships.
Lawson Hembree
provided insight on fund
raising. Don also worked
with Dean Scifres to
initiate the CAFLS
Leadership Council. This

global group promises to emerge as a force that will affect the College in
many ways. A primary initiative of the Leadership Council is the Class-
rooms for Tomorrow campaign.

Bill Bowden presented a plan to build a support group across the
nation. With coordination from Diane Jones, our objective to increase
members and visibility has a good start. We will continue to be available
to promote the College and the Society.

Our last objective was to develop Recognition Programs for students
and faculty. Tina Teague outlined a progressive approach to recognize
the “best of our best” by recommending criteria for the award process.

These are the “highlights” of our current efforts. Many more people
have worked with us on details of each of our objectives. I hope you
recognize an alum I mentioned. The complete list of the current Board
of Directors is printed on page 2. Feel free to contact any one of us and
ask what we are doing.

We encourage all alumni to get involved. As our membership
continues to grow, we need leaders to step up to Board positions. Are
you one?  We need your help on any of our committees. If you have a
special interest or talent for one of the objectives, let us know!

Don’t hesitate… JUST DO IT!

Glenyce Estes Feeney
President-Elect, DBCAFLS Alumni Society

Glenyce Feeney is System Director, Nutrition and Food Services,
Baptist Health Center, Little Rock.

Cover photo —  Bumpers College
Ambassadors, from left, Carrie Moore,
Jody Brewer and Christina Spears
celebrate the second year in a row that
Bumpers College led the U of A campus
in undergraduate enrollment growth.
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Do you know
a great grad?

Dean Charles J. Scifres
has called for nominations
for the Outstanding Alum-
nus Award to be given at
commencement.

If you know a graduate
of the College who has
made significant contribu-
tions to their profession or
community, call the Dean’s
Office, 575-4446, and ask
for a nomination form. The
nomination deadline is
January 14, 2000.

Dear Alumni
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execute the Classrooms for Tomorrow
campaign to modernize classrooms and
auditoriums and add new information
technology learning tools.

“Our mission is to prepare students
for an extremely challenging future full
of opportunity. In order to accomplish
that mission, we must provide the most
modern classrooms equipped to take
advantage of new information technolo-
gies,” the dean said.  ■

A lumni and friends organized a
College Leadership Council
this summer in response to a

call from Dean Charles J. Scifres for
help with development efforts.

Volunteers who met with adminis-
trators and faculty this summer and fall
were named to the College Leadership
Council executive committee. The
committee elected Dennis Robertson
of Little Rock chair and Howard
Young of Atkins vice chair.

Robertson is Arkansas Farm
Bureau executive vice president. Young
is the 1998 distinguished alumnus and
former Arkansas Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion executive vice president.

Other members are Mark Bryles,
BSA ’54 MS ’67, of Blytheville, Adams
Land Co. agronomist and 1997
distinguished alumnus; Dale Reed,
BSA ’75, Alumni Society president and
owner of Gillett Grain Services; Rick
Rorex, BSAGE ’80 MSAGE ’81,
Riceland Foods vice president in
charge of the co-op’s Jonesboro
division; and Jim Clower, executive
vice president of the Arkansas
Cattlemen’s Association.

“The College belongs to the
people, and we are asking Arkansas
citizens to help us develop and shape
it,” Dean Scifres said. “These alumni
and friends have committed their

valuable time and resources to helping
us grow the College. Additional
members will be added over time.”

Robertson said, “The state needs a
strong College of Agricultural, Food
and Life Sciences on its flagship
University campus. Dean Scifres and
the faculty have increased enrollment
by 12 to 15 percent each of the past
two years. We want to help build on
that momentum.”

The committee is helping plan and

Leadership Council helps grow the College

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL — Dean Charles J. Scifres (left) meets in the new Distance Education
classroom in the Poultry Science Center with four members of the College’s new Leadership
Council executive committee: Jack Justus (second from left), Mark Bryles, Dennis Robertson and
Howard Young.

The goal of expanding the College’s Hospitality and
Restaurant Management program and adding a tourism
component in the School of Human Environmental
Sciences is gaining support from industry leaders.

Dean Charles J. Scifres, HES Director Stephen
Jorgensen and College Leadership Council Chair
Dennis Robertson, who is executive vice president of
the Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation, met Oct. 25 at
Embassy Suites in Little Rock with Mike Chouri,
Holiday Inn, Northwest Arkansas; Thad Clark, Embassy
Suites, Little Rock; Montine McNulty, executive
director of the Arkansas Hospitality Association; and Joe
David Rice, tourism director for the Arkansas Parks and

Tourism Department.
Dean Scifres said, “The group agreed to form a

working committee to identify members of a larger task
force to begin the planning and development work.”

Jorgensen said, “Our vision includes a substantial
endowment built from private and public funding for a
facility and faculty that will be a source of pride for the
University while providing management training for
students.”

Jorgensen said there are models for such programs on
campuses where students help manage lodging and food
service facilities or work in cooperation with privately
owned hotels and resorts.

Industry leaders help plan hospitality program expansion
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The relationship between student
and teacher is, and always will be, the
key to successful learning in Bumpers
College. However, to get the most
from their University experience,
students also need access to modern
technology in a setting conducive to
learning.

New learning tools are provided in
new buildings, such as the John W.
Tyson Building of the Center of
Excellence for Poultry Science, the
Harry R. Rosen Alternative Pest
Control Center, and the Pauline
Whitaker Animal Science Center. The
new tools in those buildings are also
needed in existing buildings con-
structed in the 1930s, ’60s and ’70s.

The College is conducting a
Classrooms for Tomorrow campaign
— a concentrated effort supported by
the new College Leadership Council
(see related story) to renovate and
update existing classrooms and labora-
tories in older buildings.

The U of A Division of Agriculture
provided a Classrooms for Tomorrow
cornerstone contribution of $100,000
as seed money for a distance education
classroom in the Agriculture Building.
The first distance ed room is in the
Poultry Science Center. (See related
story.) Other potential donors have
expressed interest in naming opportu-
nities for designated rooms and
facilities.

Donations in any amount from
alumni and friends are essential to the
success of the campaign. Our friends
in industry, charitable foundations
and government are much more
responsive when we can show wide-
spread grassroots support.

Your gift will help provide
renovations and new furniture,
addition of fiber optics cable for
access to advanced information
technology, and audio-visual equip-
ment. The largest expense is for the
wiring and other infrastructure to
accommodate current and future
technology.

Improvements are targeted for
the Agriculture, Animal Sciences,
Plant Sciences, Home Economics and
Food Science buildings.

For information on naming
opportunities and other Classrooms
for Tomorrow details, contact Dean
Charles J. Scifres, Associate Dean
Randy Luttrell, or any member of the
College Leadership Council executive
committee.

Make your tax-deductible
contribution payable to University of
Arkansas and mail it to:

Classrooms for Tomorrow
Dean’s Office
205 Agriculture Building
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, AR 72701

‘Classrooms for Tomorrow’
campaign underway

Distance education
builds momentum

The Division of Agriculture slogan,
“Arkansas is Our Campus,” also applies
to Bumpers College, which has launched
a comprehensive distance education
program.

Dean Charles J. Scifres said, “The
goal is to offer courses for degree
seeking students, continuous learning
opportunities for our citizens and
continuing education for industry. When
fully developed, the program will
provide ‘next-level’ learning opportuni-
ties for Arkansans at every career stage.”

Four courses were offered this fall,
and five are set for spring in cooperation
with other campuses in ACTA (Arkansas
Consortium for Teaching Agriculture),
which includes 12 two-year and four-
year campuses. Courses are also available
at the Cooperative Extension Service
headquarters in Little Rock.

“Associate Dean Randy Luttrell and
the faculty are to be commended for
seizing this grand opportunity,” the dean
added.

The College and Division of Agri-
culture are equipping a distance educa-
tion classroom in the Poultry Science
Center with the latest compressed
interactive video (CIV) technology,
which allows teacher and students at all
locations to see and speak to each other.
A second CIV classroom is planned for
the Agriculture Building as part of the
Classrooms for Tomorrow campaign.

Contact Randy Gottfried, 575-
3471, <rgottfri@comp.uark.edu> for
information on courses and locations.

Courses planned for spring and
teachers are Pest Management by Max
Meisch, Tom Yazwinski, Gene Milus and
Dick Oliver; Intro to Plant Science by
David Longer; Food Safety and Sanita-
tion by Mike Johnson; Advanced Child
Development by Sue Martin; and
Gerontology by Jean Turner.

The offerings this fall were Parent
and Family Dynamics by Steven Dennis,
Child Development by Sue Martin,
Principles of Experimen-
tation by Ron McNew
and Philosophy of Agricul-
tural and Extension
Education by George
Wardlow.  ■

CIV CLASSROOM — George Wardlow teaches a distance education class in
which some of his students attend on the Fayetteville campus and others
participate from remote sites in Little Rock and Hope using compressed
interactive video techology.
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New Faculty

food industry as well as a background
in university teaching and research in
lipid metabolism and x-linked immuno-
deficiency diseases.

Rong Murphy, research assistant
professor, Biological and Agricultural
Engineering, has B.S. and M.S. degrees
in industrial microbi-
ology from China
and two M.S.
degrees in food
science and chemical
engineering and a
Ph.D. in chemical
engineering from the
U of A. She previ-
ously worked for a
bioengineering
company and has
research interests in
thermal processing, food safety and
process modeling.

Kenneth Korth, assistant profes-
sor, Plant Pathology, comes from the
Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation,
Ardmore, Okla. His B.S. degree is from
the University of Nebraska, and his
Ph.D. is from North Carolina State. He
uses new methods of biotechnology to
study molecular mechanisms of plant/
insect interactions and enzyme regula-
tion.

Jennie and Michael Popp, who are
married, and Andrew McKenzie, are

new assistant
professors in
Agricultural
Economics and
AgriBusiness.

Dr. J. Popp is
working on the
economics of
sustainable soil use
in row crops and
animal waste
management. She
was a Peace Corps
advisor

to agricultural cooperatives in Togo,
West Africa. She has a B.S. from the
University of Scranton and M.S. and
Ph.D. degrees from Colorado State.

Dr. M. Popp returns to the U of A
after several years absence to resume
research and teaching in farm and agri-

business management with an emphasis
on risk management. His undergradu-
ate degree is from the University of
Manitoba, his M.B.A. from the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder,
and his Ph.D. from Colorado State.

Dr. McKenzie was born in England
and earned his bachelor’s degree at the
University of Dundee and his M.S. at
Stirling University, both in Scotland.
Before pursuing his Ph.D.

in economics at North Carolina
State, he worked for M&A
Analysis in London. His research
includes modeling price dynamics
of Arkansas commodity markets
and use of futures and options.

New on the Food Science
faculty are assistant professor Ya
Jane Wang and research assistant
professors Wade Yang and Terry
Howell.

Dr. Wang has a B.S. degree
from the National Taiwan

University, an M.S. from the University
of Minnesota and a Ph.D. from Iowa
State. Her research focus is on carbohy-
drates and their interactions with other
food constituents during processing and
storage.

Dr. Yang earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in food engineering in
China, an M.S. from the University of
Manitoba and a Ph.D. in bioresource
engineering from the University of
Saskatchewan. His research focus is rice
drying, milling and quality assessment.

Dr. Howell is a native of Amarillo,
Texas, with B.S. and M.S. degrees in
agricultural engineering from Texas
A&M. His Ph.D. in biological systems
engineering is from the University of
Wisconsin–Madison. He is researching
rice storage and value-added food
processing.  ■

A dozen new faculty members
have joined the College since last fall.

Stephen Jorgensen arrived in
August as director of the School of
Human Environmental Sciences and
assistant dean of Bumpers College. He
was associate dean in the College of
Human Sciences at Texas Tech, which
has one of the largest and most
innovative human sciences programs.
An Iowa native, he received his B.A.
from Hamline University and his
Ph.D. in family sociology from the
University of Minnesota. He is presi-
dent of the National Council on
Family Relations.

Kathy Smith, MS ’93, Apparel
Studies instructor, has an A.A.S. degree
from the Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy and a B.S. from Ohio State. She
teaches retail product development.

Jennifer Webb, assistant
professor, Interior Design, has
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of
Tennessee and a Ph.D. in
human environmental sciences
from Oklahoma State. She is
an NCIDQ certified interior
designer and holds a gerontol-
ogy certificate. The influence
of the built environment on
human behavior, especially in
the elderly, forms the core of
her research.

Marjorie Fitch-Hilgenberg, BS
’74 MS ’76, assistant professor in the
Food, Human Nutrition and Hospital-
ity program, is a registered dietician
with a Ph.D. in nutrition science from
the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
She has corporate experience in the

Wade Yang (left), Ya Jane Wang
and Terry Howell

Rong Murphy and
Kenneth Korth

Jennie Popp (left),
Michael Popp and
Andrew McKenzie

Kathy Smith (left), Jennifer Webb,
Stephen Jorgensen and

Marjorie Fitch-Hilgenberg


