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Abstract
The advancements of quantum computers brings us closer to the threat

of our current asymmetric cryptography algorithms being broken by Shor’s Algo-
rithm. NIST proposed a standardization effort in creating a new class of asym-
metric cryptography named Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC). These new algo-
rithms will be resistant against both classical computers and sufficiently powerful
quantum computers. Although the new algorithms seem mathematically secure,
they can possibly be broken by a class of attacks known as side-channels attacks
(SCA). Side-channel attacks involve exploiting the hardware that the algorithm
runs on to figure out secret values that could break the security of the system. The
third round of the PQC standardization put some emphasis on the algorithm’s abil-
ity to mitigate side-channel attacks. In this work, two candidate KEM algorithms
Kyber and Saber are analyzed through a multi-platform setup. Both unprotected
and protected implementations on Cortex-M4 microcontrollers through masking
are analyzed using the test vector leakage assessment with an oscilloscope and a
ChipWhisperer tool
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1 Introduction

In the Information Age, the Internet has assumed a role as the dominant
form of information exchange. Large swathes of the global economy depend on
reliable, efficient, and secure information exchange. The last criterion is depen-
dent on cryptography – the branch of computing and mathematics that allows
for exchange of information between trusted parties that is indecipherable by an
outsider. Modern cryptography is a set of algorithms that establish secure com-
munication in a variety of use cases. Asymmetric (or public-key) cryptography
allows for the establishment of secure communications channels without a prior
arrangement of a password between two parties. Similarly, digital signature al-
gorithms allow for a single party to “sign” a message that can then be verified
by other parties as having to originate from the signing party. These two aspects
of cryptography are very important to our modern computing infrastructure, but
they are demonstrated to be theoretically broken by a sufficiently large quantum
computer.

Cryptography is a field that encompasses a mathematical problem to trans-
form the secret data into something that an outsider cannot decipher without fur-
ther analysis. One simple early example of cryptography would be the Caesar
cipher. The cipher would take in the message and shift each letter up or down
the alphabet a certain number of times. A first glance at the message would make
it seem unintelligible without further analysis. With today’s computing power,
the Caesar cipher could easily be broken through sheer guessing also known as a
brute-force attacks or an exhaustive search.

Current cryptography algorithms are much more mathematically complex
and often involve a problem that would take a large amount of time to brute-force
through classical computers. Some examples of commonly currently used cryp-
tography algorithms are Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) and RSA (Rivest-
Shamir-Adleman). AES is a symmetric block cipher that involves using one single
key for both encryption and decryption of the message. RSA falls under public
key cryptography where one key (public key) is used for encryption and is public
and another key (secret key) is private and is used for decryption. RSA relies on
a mathematical problem where two large prime numbers are multiplied together.
It’s relatively easy to compute the product of the two values but extremely difficult
to factor the product apart into the two numbers. Thus, the security of RSA relies
on the difficulty of factoring the product apart.

Quantum computers may unfortunately make much of our current cryp-
tography algorithms become under threat. Shor’s algorithm [1] showed that if
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we were able to create a sufficiently powerful quantum computer, one could uti-
lize its quantum mechanics to solve two problems in polynomial time. Those two
problems are the factoring problem and the discrete logarithm problem. Many
popular current asymmetric cryptography algorithm, such as the previously men-
tioned algorithm RSA, rely on these problems, meaning that their security is in
danger. NIST proposed creating a new class of cryptography algorithms named
Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC) which are resistant against the threats of
quantum computers [2].

Although the mathematical problems found behind the PQC algorithms
seem mathematically secure, a class of attacks known as side-channel attacks may
prove to be a threat in the security. Side-channel attacks involve the hardware
that the cryptography algorithm is running on rather than attacking the algorithm
itself. Algorithms such as RSA still see side-channel attacks being performed and
new countermeasures are still being made against them even though the algorithm
was made around the 1990s.

It’s best that we start side-channel analysis on the newer PQC algorithms
early before the algorithms are standardized considering older algorithms are still
encountering problems with side-channels. In this paper, side-channel analysis
is performed on two finalist key encapsulation mechanisms (KEM) CRYSTALS-
Kyber and Saber on the Arm Cortex-M4 platform measured by either the Chip-
Whisperer platform or an oscilloscope to see the comparison and how well they do
with PQC algorithms. The Test Vector Leakage Assessment (TVLA) is utilized
to evaluate if possible leakage occurs in side-channel measurements. One thing to
note is that this paper does not contain a key recovery attack but rather attempts
to show that there’s possible leakage that may be able to be exploited.
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2 Background

2.1 Post-Quantum Cryptography

If a sufficiently strong quantum computer were to be built, cryptography
may lose some of its security. Two quantum algorithms that may cause a threat
are named Shor’s algorithm and Grover’s algorithm [3]. Grover’s algorithm helps
speed up the brute-force attack on symmetric cryptography algorithms such as
AES in square root time. It is suggested that we double the key size on symmetric
algorithms to negate the speedup obtained from Grover’s algorithm [4]. Shor’s
algorithm performs problems relating to factorization and discrete logarithms in
polynomial time. Unfortunately, doubling the key sizes on algorithms under threat
by Shor’s algorithm will not be sufficient enough. Therefore, a new class of algo-
rithms named Post-Quantum Cryptography (PQC) will take over the standard of
asymmetric cryptography in the PQC Standardization process proposed by NIST.
These new algorithms will be quantum-resistant against sufficiently large quan-
tum computers and will replace the standard for both digital signatures and key
encapsulation mechanisms (KEM).

2.1.1 Round 3 Candidates

As of round 3 of the NIST PQC Standardization, there are four finalists
for KEM schemes and three finalists for signature schemes. For the alternative
schemes, there are five KEM schemes and three signature schemes [5]. The finalists
schemes are ones most likely to be standardized and the alternates are potential
candidates for standardization. Candidates are either lattice-based, hash-based,
code-based, or multivariate based.

The three finalists signature schemes are CRYSTALS-Dilithium [6], FAL-
CON [7], and Rainbow [8]. Dilithium is a Fiat-Shamir structured lattice based on
Module-Learning with Errors (M-LWE), FALCON is based on the short integer
solution (SIS) problem over a NTRU lattice, and Rainbow is a multivariate scheme
based on the Oil-Vinegar problem. The alternative signature schemes are GeMSS
[9], Picnic [10], and SPHINCS+ [11]. GeMSS is a multivariate-based scheme that
uses the Hidden Field Equations, Picnic is a zero knowledge proof scheme that
is based on symmetric primitives (block cipher and secure hash function), and
SPHINCS+ is a stateless hash-based scheme.

The four finalists for the KEM schemes are Classic McEliece [12], CRYSTALS-
KYBER [13], NTRU [14], and SABER [15]. Classic McEliece is a Goppa code-
based algorithm that has been around for many years but can stand up against
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quantum computers utilizing larger parameters to obtain stronger bits of secu-
rity. The rest of the three finalists are all structured lattice-based schemes. Kyber
uses the Module-Learning with Errors (M-LWE) problem, NTRU uses the shortest
vector problem (SVP), and SABER uses the Module-Learning with Rounding (M-
LWR) problem. The alternatives for the KEM schemes are BIKE [16], FrodoKEM
[17], HQC [18][19], NTRUprime [20], and SIKE [21]. BIKE and HQC are both
code-based schemes, FrodoKEM is a structured lattice-based scheme, NTRUprime
is a unstructured lattice-based scheme, and SIKE is a isogeny-based elliptic curve
scheme. In this work, side-channel analysis is conducted only on two lattice finalists
Kyber and Saber. The reason for this being that the algorithms are closely related,
meaning that very few changes were needed to implement on the ChipWhisperer
platform.

2.1.2 CRYSTALS-Kyber

Kyber is a lattice-based PQC algorithm based on the hardness of the M-
LWE problem. Kyber offers a chosen-plaintext attack (CPA) secure public-key
encryption (PKE) scheme and a chosen-ciphertext attack (CCA) secure KEM.
Kyber consists of three different security parameters named Kyber512, Kyber768,
and Kyber1024, where its post-quantum bits of security is 107, 166, and 232 re-
spectively [22]. Round 3 parameters involved are n, k, q, n1, n2, du, and dv, where
n is 256 and q is 3329 for every security parameter. Every other parameter is
based on the variant of Kyber. In this paper, side-channel analysis in only con-
ducted on the Kyber512 variant due to low resources available on the embedded
system used to run the algorithm. The rest of the parameters in Kyber512 are
k = 2, n1 = 3, n2 = 2, du = 10, and dv = 4. The specific implementation used in
this paper originates from [23] and was used in the PQM4 [24] library which con-
sists of PQC algorithms specifically made for ARM Cortex-M4 microcontrollers.
Kyber’s PKE consists of three main functions named key generation, encryption,
and decryption which can be seen in Appendix A.

2.1.3 SABER

Saber is a lattice-based PQC algorithm algorithm based on the hardness
of the M-LWR problem. Saber has a CCA secure PKE along with a CCA secure
KEM. The three variants of Saber are LightSaber, Saber, and FireSaber and offers
107, 172, and 236 bits of post-quantum security [25]. The parameters involved
with Saber are n, l, q, p, T , and µ. For every variant, q = 213 and n = 256. The
variant measured in this paper is Saber which has parameters l = 2, T = 24, and
µ = 8. The implementation measured in this paper is the multi-moduli NTTs
for Saber [26] which was specifically made for both the Cortex-M4 and Cortex-M3
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platform and is also found in the PQM4 library. Saber’s PKE also consists of three
main functions which are key generation, encryption, and decryption. All three
functions are shown in Appendix B.

2.2 Side-Channels

Many of these algorithms seem to be mathematically secure but are not
fully secure against side-channel attacks. Common side-channel attacks are sim-
ple power analysis, differential power analysis, timing attacks, correlation power
analysis, and fault injections. Side-channel attacks are still conducted on much
older algorithms such as AES and RSA, meaning that research in the side-channel
field will be on-going for much time. Since it’s still the early phase of PQC, much
analysis is needed in the side-channel field. Many side-channel vulnerabilities have
already been discovered relating to PQC algorithms [27][28][29][30]. It’s best that
we attempt to implement countermeasures against both current and future attacks
before these algorithms become standardized.

2.2.1 Simple Power Analysis

Simple power analysis (SPA) involves looking at a power waveform mea-
surement and gaining information on that alone. If unprotected, one could collect
a power measurement of a cryptography algorithm and distinguish when a certain
operation occurs. It may even be possible to figure out secret values from the
peaks of the waveform. Some computations can also yield larger power draw such
as a multiplication against addition. Branches in conditionals can also be obvi-
ous on the waveform which can yield information about a secret value. One early
example of this attack was mentioned in [31] which showed that the early cryp-
tography algorithm DES was very susceptible to this attack. If one measured the
DES algorithm, they could clearly see which round is occurring in the waveform.
One could also see if a jump occurred based off the power difference as a jump
shows a higher power draw. One previously mentioned paper [28] conducted SPA
on a round 2 PQC candidate algorithm named NewHope. The attack involved
measuring NewHope’s message encoding and could tell the difference using the
power waveform if the message bit contained either a zero or one.

2.2.2 Differential Power Analysis

Differential power analysis (DPA) involves analyzing many power waveform
measurements and using statistics to learn information from them. This allows
attackers to learn more information previously not available from a simple visual
examination. Errors such as noise or measurement errors can be reduced if the
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number of observed power waveforms increase. The same paper by Kocher et al.
[31] conducted DPA on the early cryptography algorithm DES and was able to
learn forty-eight out of fifty-six bits of the key through power analysis alone. DPA
exploited the fact that values are correlated and if enough traces were captured,
their values would either approach zero or one depending if they’re correlated
or not. If the key guess on a bit was correct, it would approach one since it’s
correlated, making a spike in the resulting statistic used. Since errors such as noise
or measurement errors are not correlated to the computation, they should approach
zero as the number of traces increase, meaning that errors should not affect the
differential trace if enough traces are used. Unfortunately, DPA sometimes fails due
to a problem named ghost peaks. When guessing the sub-keys, false values in the
differential trace can lead to incorrect sub-key guesses, meaning that more traces
are possibly needed to circumnavigate this problem. One source of this problem
could be that certain bits may be partially correlated with the target bit that DPA
is trying to guess [32]. The whole reason why DPA works is because correlated
values tend to go towards values one and uncorrelated values go to values zero. If
the bit is partially correlated, say one of four bits in the S-box substitution, this it
will give a false peak value. The next power analysis method actually avoids this
problem and could be seen as an improvement.

2.2.3 Correlation Power Analysis

Correlation power analysis (CPA) shares common characteristics with DPA
such as requiring multiple traces and using statistics. One thing to note with CPA
is that it may require less traces to complete compared to DPA. DPA often requires
a large amount of traces (possibly up the thousands range) to be completed to
actually guess the correct sub-key values. CPA may require as little as fifty traces
to guess the secret key for AES. CPA also does not have to deal with the ghost
peaks problem that DPA suffers with. CPA uses Pearson’s correlation coefficient
(seen in equation 2.1) with data sets X and Y .

ρX,Y =
covariance(X, Y )

σXσY

(2.1)

Data set X will consist of the measured traces and data set Y will consist of the
leakage model picked. One example of a leakage model used in CPA is hamming
weight, which was used in the ChipWhisperer CPA example. Hamming weight
involves measuring the number of ones in a string of bits. One example is given
below with the string of bits 010111.

HammingWeight(010111) = 4
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In the case of using CPA on AES, one could use this attack on encryption by
specifically attacking the S-box substitution. Data set Y consists of calculating
the hamming weight of using the plaintext associated with a certain trace, doing
an XOR operation with a guessed byte of the sub-key, and using that value into
the input of the S-box function. Each guess (0..256) will have a correlation value
associated with it and the max value of those guesses will be our guess for the byte
of the sub-key. This repeats for all 16 bytes of the AES-128 key and we should have
a key guess that may/may not be the actual key. The success rate will depend on
the leakage model and the number of traces obtained.

2.2.4 Test Vector Leakage Assessment

One way to test whether or not a cryptography implementation leaks infor-
mation to side-channel attacks is called the test vector leakage assessment (TVLA)
[33]. TVLA uses a two-tailed statistical test named Welch’s t-test. The null hy-
pothesis of this test is that the two means of the data sets are the same and have
no significant difference. Since this test is also a t-test, we assume unequal variance
between the two sets of data. The calculation for a single t-value can be seen in
equation 2.2.

t =
µA − µB√

s2A
nA

+
s2B
nB

, (2.2)

The variables found in the test consists of µ, s, and n which are the mean, sample
standard deviation, and the sample size respectively. The selected α value for
TVLA is 0.00001, giving us a 99.999% confidence level to reject the null hypothesis.

In order to apply this statistical test to side-channel analysis, the two sets
of data must be ordered with respect to time. The two sets of data A and B will
consist of a total of D power traces named P which each consist of k samples.
Each trace is lined-up according to time (which is samples in this case). For each
t-value, you will use the kth sample of P for every trace with n = D. For example
given a data set A below:

P0 = [4, 2, 2, 7, 4, . . . , k]

P1 = [2, 1, 2, 8, 4, . . . , k]

...

PD−1 = [3, 1, 2, 7, 4, . . . , k]

To find the t-value for k = 0, we will look at the first element of each trace
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(4, 2, . . . , 3) P for all traces D. We will calculate µA and sA by taking each 0th
element of all traces P and calculate both the mean the sample standard deviation.
We will do the same for a data set B and calculate the t-value for the k=0 element.
TVLA consists of conducting Welch’s t-test k times and if the t-value at k exceeds
the critical value (often being ±4.5), we reject the null hypothesis.

The two datasets will depend on what variables are being used in the sce-
nario that the t-test is trying to test the difference on. One document that de-
scribed using TVLA [33] mentions how one should conduct the TVLA on the AES
algorithm and some examples. Many times, we will have one dataset having fixed
variables and the other dataset having random variables. In the case of this pa-
per, the non-specific fixed vs. random TVLA is conducted. The shared variables
between both datasets will be the public key and the secret key. With Kyber, I
measured a function in the decryption stage, meaning I use variables that relate
to that function. The decryption stage requires the secret key and a generated
ciphertext from encryption. The fixed set of dataset will consist of multiple traces
of decryption with the same secret key and ciphertext every time. The random set
of data involves the same secret key as the fixed set of data but will have differently
generated ciphertexts every iteration.

2.2.5 Masking Countermeasure

Masking is one of the countermeasures that is used against side-channel
attacks. The side-channel attacks often involve exploiting the power to learn in-
formation such as a message or a shared secret. If one were to change the value
of the information we want to hide by some value, then if the attacker learns the
information, they will not learn the actual value. This idea was developed in [34] in
1999 and has been improved upon ever since. Masking involves taking a sensitive
variable and splitting it into shares. For d+1 shares, the masking will be a d-order
masking implementation. Say we have a variable x and we want to implement
first-order masking, we will split x into two different shares such that [35]:

x = x1 ◦ x2,

These shares can either be done with arithmetic or boolean masking. Arithmetic
masking involves using some sort of arithmetic operation such as addition often
in the form x = x1 + x2. Boolean masking involves splitting the shares by using
boolean operations (normally an XOR) such that the shares are in the form x =
x1 ⊕ x2. Randomization is used in one of the shares which is a random mask
x1 = r such that computing the other share is found by x2 = x ⊕ r for boolean
masking and x2 = x−r for arithmetic masking. By doing this, an attacker learning
information from side-channel analysis cannot find any information pertaining to

8



x, effectively making the algorithm secure against first-order statistical tests.
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3 Experimental Setup

All measurements were completed using a ChipWhisperer-Lite (CW1173)
connected to a CW308 UFO target board. The ChipWhisperer platform is an
open source hardware security tool specifically designed for side-channel analy-
sis. The ChipWhisperer captures samples using synchronous sampling, which
involves synchronizing the sample clock to the targets clock [36]. This allows
the ChipWhisperer platform to capture at a much lower sampling-rate (96 MS/s)
and still being capable of matching asynchrounous sampling such as an oscillo-
scope at a much higher sampling-rate (2 GS/s). The two victims boards utilized
on the target board involve the STM32F405RGT6 (CW308T-STM32F4) or the
STM32F303RCT7 (CW308T-STM32F3). The STM32F4 board was used when a
true random number generator (TRNG) was required or when a larger RAM size
(192KB) is needed. If the two previous requirements weren’t needed, then the
STM32F3 was used as the victim board instead. All victim boards run at a clock
frequency of 7.37 MHz.

Communication between the capture board (ChipWhisperer-Lite) and the
PC involved using the ChipWhisperer API on Python. The ChipWhisperer API
allows easy usage to both program and control the capture board. Jupyter Note-
books was utilized to allow easy capturing of traces, running the cryptography
algorithm, and analyzing the data obtained from the traces on either the oscillo-
scope or the ChipWhisperer platform. Communication between the capture board
and the target board used ChipWhisperer’s serial communication SimpleSerial V2
protocol. On the newer version of the ChipWhisperer, the SimpleSerial V2 pro-
tocol is deprecated as of September 14, 2021 due to incorrect CRC usage. The
incorrect CRC usage made reading the secret key of the Saber algorithm throw
errors, meaning the key cannot be read. The newer SimpleSerial V2.1 was released
to fix the CRC issue and allowed the key to be correctly printed but many issues
occurred while using the STM32F4 victim board. With all measurements, the
ChipWhisperer 5.5.2 version is used with SimpleSerial V2.

Two limiting factors of the ChipWhisperer platform is its buffer size for
samples and the limited size of data for sending communication between the cap-
ture and target board. The ChipWhisperer-Lite contains a sample buffer size of
24,400 samples, meaning that large functions wanting to be measured (such as the
whole decryption step) of a PQC algorithm may not be possible. Downsampling
the sample-rate may allow a trace to fit into the sample buffer but it is not tested
whether or not it will affect results. This means that the ChipWhisperer plat-
form is good for measuring smaller functions such as a step of NTT multiplication
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Figure 3.1: C Code Snippet of Getting Buffer Code

Figure 3.2: C Code Snippet of Setting Buffer Code

or converting the polynomials to a message. For stable communication between
the capture and target board, it is suggested to use 128-byte payloads so that
information is not lost. SimpleSerial V2 allows up to 192-bytes but many issues
occurred whilst attempting to use that size. PQC algorithm keys tend to be much
larger than keys used by RSA and AES and often have keys that are larger than
128-bytes, such as Kyber512’s secret key being 1632-bytes long. To send a large
amount of data from each other, one must use SimpleSerial V2+ to be able to use
the subcommand variable. Using the subcommand variable, we can specify which
128-byte part of the buffer that either needs to be read from or written to. Since
there’s multiple buffers to work with (such as public key, secret key, ciphertext),
a separate SimpleSerial command was used to manipulate a global variable which
chooses which buffer to work with. A code snippet of getting data from a buffer
and setting information to a buffer on the firmware of the victim board in C can
be seen in Figure 3.1 and Figure 3.2 and is used as a SimpleSerial command.

The specific oscilloscope used in this paper was the Tektronix oscilloscope
MDO34 3-BW-200. For the measurements with the oscilloscope, two passive
probes were connected to each side of the shunt resistor on the CW308 UFO
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Figure 3.3: ChipWhisperer Probe Setup

board labled SHUNTL and SHUNTH (see Figure 3.3). A math function on the
oscilloscope was used to take the difference between both sides of shunt to measure
the voltage difference. When measuring Kyber, the math function approach was
used and the resulting waveform looked well. For measuring Saber, the resulting
math waveform was digitized with a small range of values, so only SHUNTL was
measured to have traces similar to Kyber. A logic probe is directly connected
to GPIO4 pin which by default acts as the trigger. When wanting to measure a
specific function, GPIO4 pin is raised high to start the measurement and raised
low to signify that the function is over in the firmware. This logic probe will allow
us to start the measurement when the victim board gets to the function wanted.
Communication between the PC and the oscilloscope was done by using PyVisa
in the Jupyter Notebook that is used to command the capture board. This allows
the user to directly command the oscilloscope in Python and also pull the data off
the waveform onto the PC that can be analyzed later.
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3.1 Kyber Setup

Every measurement with Kyber involved using the STM32F303 victim
board which had no support for true-random number generation (TRNG). The
pseudo-random number generator (PRNG) used in this paper was the “random-
bytes” implementation found in the PQM4 library. With the TVLA, the fixed
dataset consisted of a fixed secret key and a valid fixed ciphertext ciphertext.
With the random dataset, the same fixed secret key was used and a different
psudeo-random ciphertext was used for every trace. The TVLA test conducted
in this paper consisted of 2000 traces total (1000 fixed traces and 1000 random
traces). The function measured in all Kyber implementations is the “poly tomsg”
function which can be found inside the decryption step. The unnmasked imple-
mentation of Kyber was taken from the PQM4 library1 and is specifically made for
the Cortex-M4 platform. The masked implementation of Kyber which implements
a masked decoder is taken from [37]. The masked implementation is originally
based on the reference Kyber which contained C code and also contained C++
files. To deal with memory issues, I converted the masked C++ functions into C,
took the reference C code that the masked functions used, and used the PQM4 im-
plementation for the rest of the functions. Therefore, the masked implementation
in this paper will be a combination of the masked reference code and the PQM4
implementation. Another note is that the masked implementation specifically runs
PKE rather than the KEM process.

The process for the TVLA on the unmasked Kyber implementation with N
traces is as follows:

1. Run KEM keypair once

2. Run KEM encapsulation once to generate fixed ciphertext

3. For fixed dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM decapsulation and measure poly tomsg function from decryp-
tion every iteration

(b) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

4. For random dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM encapsulation to get random ciphertext every iteration

(b) Run KEM decapsulation and measure poly tomsg function from decryp-
tion every iteration

1This specific Kyber implementation used in the paper from the PQM4 library
around 2021 and has been replaced with a newer version.
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(c) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

The process for the TVLA on the masked Kyber implementation with N
traces is as follows:

1. Run PKE keypair once

2. Give fresh mask to secret shares

3. Run PKE encryption once to generate fixed ciphertext

4. For fixed dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Give fresh mask to secret shares every iteration

(b) Run PKE decryption and measure poly tomsg function every iteration

(c) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

5. For random dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Give fresh mask to secret shares every iteration

(b) Run PKE encryption to get random ciphertext every iteration

(c) Run PKE decryption and measure poly tomsg function from decryption
every iteration

(d) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

3.2 Saber Setup

Every measurement with Saber involved using the STM32F405 which offers
TRNG support. Whenever randomness was required from either “random-bytes”
or masking, the TRNG was utilized. The TVLA consisted of a fixed dataset with
a fixed secret key and ciphertext and the random dataset involved the same fixed
secret key with truly-random ciphertexts for every trace. A total of 2000 traces
were collected with 1000 fixed traces and 1000 random traces. Two functions
measured on the Saber algorithm was the inverse-NTT step of decryption and
the Keccak absorb step found within decapsulation. For comparison between os-
cilloscope and the ChipWhisperer, only the Keccak absorb step is analyzed and
the inverse-NTT is only measured on the ChipWhisperer. The unmasked imple-
mentation of Saber was taken from the PQM4 library which originates from [26]
which is optimized for the Cortex-M4 platform and the stack. The masked imple-
mentation also comes from the previously mentioned paper and is optimized for
stack and the Cortex-M4 platform. The implementations aim to improve the poly-
nomial multiplication speed by replacing the original Toom-Cook multiplications
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with multi-moduli NTTs. One difference between setting up Kyber and Saber is
that the two implementations of Saber utilize the FPU on the Cortex-M4.

The process for the TVLA on the unmasked multi-moduli NTT Saber im-
plementation with N traces is as follows:

1. Run KEM keypair once

2. Run KEM encapsulation once to generate fixed ciphertext

3. For fixed dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM decapsulation and measure either Keccak absorb step from
decapsulation or the inverse-NTT step from decryption every iteration

(b) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

4. For random dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM encapsulation to get random ciphertext every iteration

(b) Run KEM decapsulation and measure either Keccak absorb step from
decapsulation or the inverse-NTT step from decryption every iteration

(c) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

The process for the TVLA on the masked multi-moduli NTT Saber imple-
mentation with N traces is as follows:

1. Run KEM keypair once

2. Give fresh mask to secret shares

3. Run KEM encapsulation once to generate fixed ciphertext

4. For fixed dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM decapsulation and measure either Keccak absorb step from
decapsulation or the inverse-NTT step from decryption every iteration

(b) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

(c) Give fresh mask to secret shares every iteration

5. For random dataset (N/2 times):

(a) Run KEM encapsulation to get random ciphertext every iteration

(b) Run KEM decapsulation and measure either Keccak absorb step from
decapsulation or the inverse-NTT step from decryption every iteration

(c) Compare keya == keyb to check to see if operation is successful

(d) Give fresh mask to secret shares every iteration
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4 Results

The countermeasure of masking against side-channel analysis lowered the
number of leakage points when comparing against unprotected implementations
on the Cortex-M4 according to the TVLA’s conducted. The summary of the
results can be found in Table 4.1 and Table 4.2 which show the results of the
ChipWhisperer and oscilloscope respectively. The next two sections will go into
detail about the exact setup for each measurement system and the amount of
samples that were used for the TVLA.

Table 4.1: TVLA Results of ChipWhisperer.
Algorithm Unmasked Failed Samples of CW(%) Masked Failed Samples of CW(%)

Kyber 93.2% 0.073%

Saber(inverse-NTT) 27.1% 0.12%1

Saber(Keccak) 5.83% 0.034%2

Table 4.2: TVLA Results of Oscilloscope.
Algorithm Unmasked Failed Samples of Oscilloscope(%) Masked Failed Samples of Oscilloscope(%)

Kyber 31.2% 0.11%

Saber(Keccak) 0.31% 0%

4.1 Kyber ChipWhisperer Measurements

For the unmasked Kyber512 implementation, the ChipWhisperer was clocked
at four times the frequency of the victim board sampling at 29.5 MS/s. A total of

1Does not measure whole inverse-NTT operation, only the first 24,400 samples.
2Averaged the 3 and 4 failed samples of the two TVLA results.
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19,1043 samples were collected and therefore fit into the buffer without any down-
sampling. Out of the 19,104 samples, 17,806 total samples failed the t-test. All
sample points that pass the t-test are drawn in orange. The resulting TVLA can
be found in Figure 4.1.

For the masked decoder Kyber512 implementation, the ChipWhisperer was
clocked at a sampling rate of 7.37 MS/s with a total of 397,545 samples. Since the
total amount of samples is way over the buffer size (∼24,400), all traces had to
be downsampled by 17, making all traces have 23,385 samples total. Out of the
23,385 samples, a total of 97 samples failed the t-test. All sample points that pass
the t-test are drawn in orange. The TVLA of the masked decoder of Kyber512 on
the ChipWhisperer can be found in Figure 4.2.

Figure 4.1: TVLA on Unmasked Kyber512 ”poly tomsg” from ChipWhisperer.

Figure 4.2: TVLA on Masked Kyber512 ”poly tomsg” from ChipWhisperer

3Sample size of the unmasked trace varied depending on the ciphertext used.
The max trace size out of the 2000 collected traces was 19,104 traces long.
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4.2 Kyber Oscilloscope Measurements

For the unmasked implementation of Kyber512, the oscilloscope measured
at a sampling rate of 100 MS/s. A total of 100,000 samples were collected per trace
with the triggered section having 63,947 samples. Out of the triggered section, a
total of 19,961 samples failed the t-test. The resulting TVLA can be seen in Figure
4.3.

The masked decoder implementation of Kyber512 with the oscilloscope had
a sampling rate of 25 MS/s. A total of 5,000,000 samples were collected per trace
with the triggered section having a total of 1,345,943 samples. Out of the 1,345,943
triggered samples, a total of 1,419 samples failed the t-test. The TVLA result can
be seen in Figure 4.4.

Figure 4.3: TVLA on Unmasked Kyber512 ”poly tomsg” from Oscilloscope.

Figure 4.4: TVLA on Masked Kyber512 ”poly tomsg” from Oscilloscope

4.3 Saber ChipWhisperer Measurements

With the unmasked Saber measuring the Keccak Absorb step inside de-
capsulation, the ChipWhisperer measured at 29.5 MS/s. A total of 4,168 samples
were collected and fit into the buffer, so downsampling was not needed. Out of
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the 4,168 samples, a total of 243 samples failed. The TVLA results can be seen in
Figure 4.5.

For measuring the unmasked inverse-NTT step inside decryption, a sam-
pling rate of 7.37 MS/s. 14,476 samples were collected with no downsampling. A
total of 3,928 samples failed the t-test out of the 14,476 samples. The TVLA plot
can be seen in Figure 4.6.

Figure 4.5: TVLA on Unmasked Saber Keccak Absorb step from ChipWhisperer.

Figure 4.6: TVLA on Unmasked Saber inverse-NTT step from ChipWhisperer.

For the masked Keccak Absorb step, the ChipWhisperer sampled at 7.37
MHz with 10,404 samples total. Two different TVLA’s were conducted due to the
spike found in the first TVLA result to attempt to remove any false results. On
the first TVLA, a total of 4 samples failed. That TVLA result can be see in Figure
4.7. On the second TVLA, a total of 3 samples failed and can be seen in Figure
4.8.

19



Figure 4.7: First TVLA on Masked Saber Keccak Absorb step from
ChipWhisperer.

Figure 4.8: Second TVLA on Masked Saber Keccak Absorb step from
ChipWhisperer.

The ChipWhisperer measuring inverse-NTT from masked Saber inside de-
cryption is sampled at 29.5 MS/s with a total of 256,268 samples. Since the total
samples is well above the buffer size, the measurement is downsampled by two and
only captures the start of the inverse-NTT step. This leaves the trace to be the
first 24,400 samples out of the downsampled trace with length 128,134. Out of the
24,400 samples at the start of inverse-NTT, it fails 30 of the samples. The TVLA
result is found in Figure 4.9.
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Figure 4.9: TVLA on Masked Saber inverse-NTT step from ChipWhisperer.

4.4 Saber Oscilloscope Measurements

When measuring unmasked Saber with the oscilloscope on the Keccak ab-
sorb step, the sampling rate was clocked at 500 MS/s. A total of 100,000 samples
were measured, with 70,555 samples being within the triggered area. Out of the
70,555 samples, a total of 266 samples failed the t-test. The TVLA result is pic-
tured in Figure 4.10.

The masked Saber implementation when measuring the Keccak absorb step
with the oscilloscope had a sampling rate of 500 MS/s. A total of 300,000 samples
were collected with the triggered section having 176,117 samples. Out of the
176,117 samples, none of the samples failed the t-test. The resulting TVLA can
be seen in Figure 4.11.

Figure 4.10: TVLA on Unmasked Saber Keccak Absorb step from Oscilloscope.
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Figure 4.11: TVLA on Masked Saber Keccak Absorb step from Oscilloscope
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5 Discussion

5.1 Masked Kyber Problems

The masked decoder implementation caused much trouble for both the oscil-
loscope and ChipWhisperer measurements. When measuring the unmasked imple-
mentation of Kyber, downsampling was not required to fit into the ChipWhisperer
buffer and the oscilloscope could capture at a decent sampling rate without a sig-
nificant amount of points. The masked implementation added a large amount of
overhead to the point where sampling rates had to be cut down by a large amount
for the ChipWhisperer and total sample points for the oscilloscope had to be in-
creased. For the oscilloscope, a total of 1,345,943 samples had to be captured at
25 MS/s which has a sampling rate less than four times the actual victim’s clock
speed (7.37 MHz). The ChipWhisperer had to downsample 17 times in order to
fit the trace into the sample buffer, making the sampling rate much lower than the
original 7.37 MS/s. The reason for this overhead could be due to the fact that the
original masking implementation is based on the reference Kyber implementation
rather than being specifically designed for the Cortex-M4 like the masked Saber
used in this paper. If one were to adapt this masked decoder Kyber512 implemen-
tation specifically for the M4 platform, the previously mentioned problems would
not occur.

5.2 Reduction of Leakage Samples

When comparing the percentage of leakage of unmasked implementations
against the masked implementations, both algorithms, no matter the measuring
tool, get less leakage. On the ChipWhisperer platform, all measured parts decrease
leakage by a large amount but not to zero. For the case of Kyber, a PRNG was
utilized for the randomness that was involved with both the ciphertexts and the
masking. It may be possible that masked Kyber could perform better on the TVLA
if a TRNG were utilized for the fresh masking of the two shares.

One thing to note is that both masking implementations measured in this
paper use first-order masking. The TVLA conducted in this paper only checks first-
order leakage and can be extended to higher-orders [38]. It would be interesting to
see how well first-order masking of both Kyber and Saber will do against higher-
order leakage assessments. Another interesting idea would to see how well the
first-order masking works against first-order attacks or if this leakage detected by
the TVLA test can actually be exploited to gain information.
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5.3 Oscilloscope and ChipWhisperer

The main difference between the oscilloscope and the ChipWhisperer is how
they sample. The oscilloscope samples asynchronously, meaning that the sampling
clock is not tied to the target board. The ChipWhisperer samples synchronously
and the sampling clock is directly synchronized to the target board’s clock. As
mentioned before, Colin et al. [36] stated that a synchronous sampling rate of 96
MS/s was comparable to a asynchronous sampling rate of 2 GS/s. When comparing
the results of the ChipWhisperer to the oscilloscope, the ChipWhisperer discov-
ered much more leakage (2.99 times more on Kyber and 18.8 times more on Saber)
on the unmasked implementations. Same can be said for measuring the Keccak
absorb step in Saber where the oscilloscope detects no leakage at 500 MS/s while
the ChipWhisperer detects a few samples in two different TVLAs at 29.5 MS/s.
The same cannot be said for comparing the measurements on the masked decoder
of Kyber. The oscilloscope captures more leakage compared to the ChipWhis-
perer. One possible reasoning for this is that the ChipWhisperer measurement
was downsampled by 17, effectively making the sample rate ∼ 433.53KS/s.
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6 Conclusion and Future Work

In this paper, two PQC algorithms Kyber and Saber, each with an un-
masked and a first-order masked version, are analyzed using the TVLA on the
Cortex-M4 platform. The two measurement systems used involve the ChipWhis-
perer platform and a Tektronix oscilloscope on either the STM32F3 or STM32F4
microcontroller. Since the ChipWhisperer measures synchronously, it can measure
leakage at a much lower sampling-rate than the oscilloscope and still has compa-
rable results. The ChipWhisperer-Lite has a limited buffer size of roughly 24,400
samples, meaning that only smaller functions of the PQC algorithms can be mea-
sured. Although the ChipWhisperer suffers with buffer size, it comes at a lower
cost compared to a higher-end oscilloscope and still has nearly the same capability
as a high sample-rate oscilloscope. The ChipWhisperer UFO board also allows
easy oscilloscope usage in case the user wants to use one. All one has to do is
obtain a probe and measure the pins around the shunt resistor and attach a logic
probe to the trigger pin. Sometimes, one would have to do invasive actions to
get a measurement of an embedded system such as soldering on a shunt resistor
to a specific location we want. If one uses the ChipWhisperer UFO board, no
invasive acts are needed to measure power waveforms with an oscilloscope. When
performing leakage assessment, the masking countermeasure mitigates and nearly
removes the number of failed samples found within both the oscilloscope and the
ChipWhisperer measurements. When comparing the unmasked and masked im-
plementations on Saber’s Keccak absorb step, the number of failed samples had a
reduction of nearly 172 times on the ChipWhisperer.

It would be interesting to implement every finalist and alternative algorithm
in the third round on the ChipWhisperer platform for future side-channel analysis
for other groups to use. As long as the memory used by the candidate algorithm
fits on the STM32F3/F4 memory, it should be able to be implemented. Many of
the PQM4 implementations could possibly be ported over to the ChipWhisperer
platform. One finalist signature algorithm named Dilithium has been implemented
in this work but has not been thoroughly tested nor does it have a comparison for
a unmasked and masked implementation.

Another interesting thought is to see how well the leakage assessment fares
when using different tools. In this work, passive probes were utilized to complete
measurements around a shunt resistor. Some works have used a field probe directly
on a chip to obtain power measurements and some other have used active probes.
Passive probes are cheaper when compared to a field or an active probe. Using
the latter two could yield different results in detecting leakage and possibly less
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invasive measurements.
One final thought that could be explored would be actually exploiting the

areas where the TVLA fails. Although TVLA shows possible leakage, it’s unknown
whether or not we can actually exploit it. Welch’s t-test determines whether or not
the difference of means between two datasets is significant or not. Although the
difference may be significant, it may difficult to actually exploit or find a leakage
model to learn the differences and gain information.
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A Kyber PKE Functions

Algorithm 1 Kyber.CPAPKE Key Generation

Input: (ρ, σ)
$←− {0, 1}256 × {0, 1}256

Input: A← U(q)k×k

Output: public key pk = (b̂, ρ)
Output: secret key sk = ŝ

seed
$←− {0, ..., 255}32

ρ, σ ← SHAKE256(64,seed)
Â← GenMatrixA(ρ)
s← SampleVec(σ, 0)
e← SampleVec(σ, 1)
b̂← Â ◦ NTT(s) + NTT(e)

Algorithm 2 Kyber.CPAPKE Encryption

Input: public key pk = (b̂, ρ)
Input: message µ ∈ Rq

Input: seed coin ∈ {0, ..., 255}32
Output: ciphertext (û′, h)
A ← GenMatrixA(ρ)
s′ ← SampleVec(coin, 0)
e′ ← SampleVec(coin, 1)
e′′ ← SampleVec(coin, 2)
t̂← NTT(s′)
u← INTT(ÂT ◦ t̂) + e′

v′ ← INTT(b̂T ◦ t̂) + e′′ + µ
return(Compress(u),Compress(v′))
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Algorithm 3 Kyber.CPAPKE Decryption

Input: ciphertext c = (û′, h)
Input: secret key sk = ŝ
Output: message µ ∈ Rq

u ← Decompress(c1, du)
v ← Decompress(c2, dv)
m← Compressq(v − INTT(ŝ ◦ NTT(u)), 1)
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B Saber PKE Functions

Algorithm 4 Saber Key Generation

Output: public key pk = (seedA, b)
Output: secret key sk = s
seedA ← SampleU()
A ∈ Rl×l

q ← Expand(seedA)
s ∈ Rl

q ← SampleB()
b← Round(AT · s)

Algorithm 5 Saber.CPAPKE Encryption
Input: m
Input: r
Input: public key pk = (seedA, b)
Output: ciphertext ct = (c, b′)
A ∈ Rl×l

q ← Expand(seedA)
s′ ∈ Rl

q ← SampleB(r)
b′ ← Round(As′)
v′ ← bT (s′ mod p)
c← Round(v′ − 2ε−1m)

Algorithm 6 Saber.CPAPKE Decryption

Input: ciphertext ct = (c, b′)
Input: secret key sk = (s)
Output: m
v ← b′T (s mod p)
m← Round(v − 2εp−εT c mod p)
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