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1
DIELECTRIC NANOLUBRICANT
COMPOSITIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This patent application is a continuation-in-part applica-
tion and claims the benefit of the filing date under 35 U.S.C.
§ 120 of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/816,546, filed
on Aug. 3, 2015. U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/816,546
is a continuation application and claims the benefit of the
filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/921,640, filed on Jun. 19, 2013, now U.S. Pat.
No. 9,499,766. U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/921,640
is a continuation application and claims the benefit of the
filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/160,758, filed on Sep. 2, 2008, now U.S. Pat. No.
8,492,319 which issued on Jul. 23, 2013. U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/160,758 is a national stage filing under 35
U.S.C. § 371 and claims priority to International Application
No. PCT/US2007/060506, filed on Jan. 12, 2007. Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/US2007/060506 claims priority
under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) to U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation No. 60/758,307, filed on Jan. 12, 2006. The contents
of the above-referenced applications are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference in their entirety.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with U.S. government support
under grant number NSF/DMI 0115532 awarded in part by
the National Science Foundation. The U.S. government has
certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND

Over the years, considerable effort has been expended to
develop nanostructures that can be used as lubricants, coat-
ings, or delivery mechanisms. New ways to improve nano-
material compositions, their method of manufacture, and
their use are sought.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, a dielectric nanolubricant composition
includes nano-engineered lubricant additive dispersed in a
base. The dielectric nanolubricant composition may include
a nano-engineered lubricant additive, which may include
multiple nano-engineered lubricant additives, having elec-
trically insulating properties such as ceramics and/or poly-
mers. In various embodiments, the nano-engineered lubri-
cant additive may include a plurality of solid lubricant
nanostructures having an open-ended architecture and an
organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium intercalated in
the nanostructures. In one embodiment, the nano-engineered
lubricant additive includes a plurality of solid lubricant
nanostructures having an open-ended architecture and an
organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium, wherein a first
portion of the nanostructures are intercalated with organic,
inorganic, and/or polymeric medium and a second portion of
the nanostructures are not intercalated with the organic,
inorganic, and/or polymeric medium. In some embodiments,
the solid lubricant nanostructures may comprise nano-scale
macromolecules as described in U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/816,546, U.S. Pat. No. 9,499,766, and U.S. Pat. No.
8,492,319, and, and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
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60/758,307. In any of the above or another embodiment, all
or a portion of the nanostructures may be encapsulated in all
or a portion of the organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric
medium. In various embodiments, the base may include a
grease or oil. In one example, the grease may include a
silicone grease, lithium grease, lithium complex grease,
calcium sulfonate grease, silica thickened perfluoropo-
lyether (PFPE) grease, or combinations thereof.

In various embodiments, at least a portion of the nano-
structures have an average particle dimension of about a few
tenths of a micron or less. In one example, the nanostruc-
tures have an average particle dimension of less than or
equal to about a tenth of a micron. The nanostructures may
include a material selected from polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE), cerium fluoride, zinc oxide, silica, fluorinated car-
bon, calcium fluoride, calcium carbonate, hexagonal boron
nitride, zirconium oxide or combinations thereof. In some
embodiments, the nanostructures include a material selected
from fluorinated carbon or cerium fluoride or combinations
thereof. In yet another example, the nanostructures comprise
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) or calcium carbonate. In still
yet another example, the nanostructures comprise hexagonal
boron nitride or zirconium oxide.

In various embodiments, the organic, inorganic, and/or
polymeric medium comprises at least one material selected
from oil mediums, grease mediums, alcohol mediums, com-
posite oil, canola oil, vegetable oils, soybean oil, corn oil,
ethyl and methyl esters of rapeseed oil, silicone, polytetra-
fluoroethylene (PTFE), silica, distilled monoglycerides,
monoglycerides, diglycerides, acetic acid esters of mono-
glycerides, organic acid esters of monoglycerides, sorbitan,
sorbitan esters of fatty acids, propylene glycol esters of fatty
acids, polyglycerol esters of fatty acids, hydrocarbon oils,
n-hexadecane, phospholipids, or combinations thereof. In
some embodiments, the dielectric nanolubricant composi-
tion includes the nano-engineered lubricant additive in an
amount 20% or less by weight.

In one embodiment, the dielectric nanolubricant compo-
sition includes the nanostructures in an amount 20% or less
by weight. In one embodiment, the dielectric nanolubricant
composition includes between about 10% and 95%, by
weight, silicone grease, lithium grease, lithium complex
grease, calcium sulfonate grease, silica thickened perfluo-
ropolyether (PFPE) grease, or combination. In various
embodiments, the composition includes an organic carrier
medium. The organic carrier medium may comprise a sol-
vent such as heptane, hexane, or mineral spirits, odorless
mineral spirit, acetone, naphtha, ethyl acetate, toluene, eth-
ylene glycol, isopropanol alcohol, methanol, ethanol, or
MEK, for example. In certain embodiments, the dielectric
nanolubricant composition may be formulated as a spray or
gel. In one embodiment, the dielectric nanolubricant com-
position has an NLGI grade from #1 to #3.

In another aspect, a method of making a dielectric nanolu-
bricant composition may include formulating a nano-engi-
neered lubricant additive and blending the nano-engineered
lubricant additive with a base to disperse the nano-engi-
neered lubricant additive in the base. Formulating the nano-
engineered lubricant additive may include chemo-mechani-
cal milling a solid lubricant feed and a medium selected
from an organic medium, inorganic medium, polymeric
medium, or combinations to produce a plurality of solid
lubricant nanostructures having an open-ended architecture
and the medium intercalated in the nanostructures and/or
that encapsulate the nanostructures, dispersed in the base. In
one example, the base comprises a grease or oil. The
dielectric nanolubricant composition may be a dielectric.
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When compared to current products, the dielectric nanolu-
bricant composition described herein may provide better
corrosion and water resistance, high dielectric strength,
longer material life, more inert chemistries, better surface
protection and asperity penetration, no curing, no staining,
and environmentally friendly.

Other aspects will become apparent by consideration of
the detailed description and accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a method of producing
solid lubricant nanostructures.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating one method of preparing
nanostructure based lubricants.

FIG. 3 shows transmission electron microscopy (TEM)
micrographs of molybdenum disulfide particles. Panel (A)
shows molybdenum disulfide as it is available, typically
from about a few microns to submicron size. Panel (B)
shows molybdenum disulfide that has been ball milled in air
for 48 hours. Panel (C) is a high resolution electron micros-
copy image that shows molybdenum disulfide that has been
ball milled in air for 48 hours. Panel (D) is a high-resolution
transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM) image that
shows molybdenum disulfide that has been ball milled in air
for 48 hours followed by ball milling in oil for 48 hours.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing XRD spectra of molybdenum
disulfide particles. Line (A) is the XRD spectra for molyb-
denum disulfide that has been ball milled in air for 48 hours
followed by ball milling in oil for 48 hours. Line (B) is the
XRD spectra for molybdenum disulfide that has been ball
milled in air for 48 hours. Line (C) is the XRD spectra for
molybdenum disulfide that has not been ball milled.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing XPS spectra of molybdenum
disulfide particles in which the carbon peak for molybdenum
disulfide that has not been ball milled is shown, as well as
the carbon Peak for molybdenum disulfide that has been ball
milled in air for 48 hours, followed by ball milling in oil for
48 hours.

FIGS. 6(A)-6(D) show graphs and bar charts depicting
tribological test data for different additives in paraffin oil.
FIG. 6(A) shows the average wear scar diameter for a base
oil (paraffin oil), paraffin oil with micron sized MoS,,
paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours,
and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours
followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours. FIG. 6(B)
shows the load wear index for paraffin oil without a nano-
structure additive, paraffin oil with micron sized MoS,,
paraffin oil with MoS,, that was milled in air for 48 hours,
and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours
followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours. FIG. 6(C)
shows the coefficient of friction for paraffin oil without a
nanostructure additive, paraffin oil with micron sized MoS,
(c-MoS,), paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for
48 hours (d-MoS,), and paraffin oil with MoS, that was
milled in air for 48 hours followed by milling in canola oil
for 48 hours (n-MoS,). FIG. 6(D) shows the extreme pres-
sure data for paraffin oil with micron sized MoS, (c-MoS,),
paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours
(d-MoS,), and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air
for 48 hours followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours
(n-MoS,); in each test the solid lubricant nanostructure
additive was present in the amount of 1% by weight.

FIG. 7 is a TEM image showing the architecture of
molybdenum disulfide nanostructures (15-70 nm average
size). Panel (a) shows the close caged dense oval shaped
architecture of molybdenum disulfide nanostructures that
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have been ball milled in air for 48 hours. Panel (b) shows the
open ended oval shaped architecture of molybdenum disul-
fide nanostructures that have been ball milled in air for 48
hours followed by ball milling in canola oil for 48 hours.

FIG. 8 is a graph depicting a comparison of wear scar
diameters for different additives in paraffin oil. One additive
is crystalline molybdenum disulfide (c-MoS,). Another is
molybdenum disulfide nanostructures that were ball milled
in air (n-MoS,). Another additive is molybdenum disulfide
nanostructures that were ball milled in air followed by ball
milling in canola oil and to which a phospholipid emulsifier
was added (n-MoS,+Emulsifier).

FIG. 9 shows photographs and graphs produced using
energy dispersive x-ray analysis (EDS) depicting the chemi-
cal analysis of wear scar diameters in four-ball tribological
testing for nanostructure based lubricants. Panel (a) shows
paraffin oil without any nanostructure composition additive.
Panel (b) shows paraffin oil with molybdenum disulfide
nanostructures that have been ball milled in air for 48 hours
followed by ball milling in oil for 48 hours and treated with
a phospholipid emulsifier.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Herein described are compositions and methods for mak-
ing compositions comprising solid lubricant nanostructures
and an organic medium. Also described are nanostructures
comprising layered materials. The nanostructures may
include solid lubricant nanostructures. The nanostructures
may be made from starting materials or solid lubricant
starting materials. In various embodiments, solid lubricants
may include, but are not limited to, layered materials,
suitably chalcogenides, more suitably, molybdenum disul-
phide, tungsten disulphide, or a combination thereof. Other
solid lubricants that may be used alone or in combination
with the layered materials are polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE), boron nitride (suitably hexagonal boron nitride),
soft metals (such as silver, lead, nickel, copper), cerium
fluoride, zinc oxide, silver sulfate, cadmium iodide, lead
iodide, barium fluoride, tin sulfide, zinc phosphate, zinc
sulfide, mica, boron nitrate, borax, fluorinated carbon, zinc
phosphide, boron, or a combination thereof. In some
embodiments, solid lubricant nanostructures comprise a
material selected from the group consisting of polytetrafluo-
roethylene (PTFE), cerium fluoride, zinc oxide, silica, fluo-
rinated carbon, calcium carbonate, calcium fluoride, zirco-
nium oxide, and combinations thereof. Fluorinated carbons
may be, without limitation, carbon-based materials such as
graphite which has been fluorinated to improve its aesthetic
characteristics. Such materials may include, for example, a
material such as CF, wherein x ranges from about 0.05 to
about 1.2. Such a material is produced by Allied Chemical
under the trade name Accufluor.

The methods may include milling a solid lubricant feed.
In one embodiment, the solid lubricant feed may be milled
to particle structures comprising an average dimension of
less than a micron, such as from about 500 nanometers
(submicron size) to about 3 nanometers. Suitably, the struc-
tures may have an average particle dimension of less than
about 900 nanometers, suitably less than or equal to about
500 nanometers, suitably less than or equal to about 100
nanometers, suitably less than or equal to about 80 nano-
meters, and more suitably less than or equal to about 50
nanometers. In one embodiment, the ball milling may result
in milled solid lubricant structures comprising a mixture,
wherein the mixture comprises structures having an average
particle dimension of less than or equal to about 500
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nanometers, plus larger structures. Milling may include,
among other things, ball milling and chemo mechanical
milling. Examples of ball milling may include dry ball
milling, wet ball milling, and combinations thereof. Ball
milling may refer to an impaction process that may include
two interacting objects where one object may be a ball, a
rod, 4 pointed pins (jack shape), or other shapes. Chemo
mechanical milling may refer to an impaction process that
may form a complex between an organic medium and a
nanostructure. As a result of chemo mechanical milling, the
organic medium may coat, encapsulate, or intercalate the
nanostructures.

In another embodiment, the solid lubricant feed may be
dry milled and then wet milled. An emulsifier may be mixed
with a base and added to the wet milled structures. Dry
milling may refer to structures that have been milled in the
presence of a vacuum, a gas, or a combination thereof. Wet
milling may refer to structures that have been milled in the
presence of a liquid.

The solid lubricant nanostructure composition may fur-
ther comprise an organic medium. Examples of organic
mediums include, but are not limited to, oil mediums, grease
mediums, alcohol mediums, or combinations thereof. Spe-
cific examples of organic mediums include, but are not
limited to, composite oil, canola oil, vegetable oils, soybean
oil, corn oil, ethyl and methyl esters of rapeseed oil, distilled
monoglycerides, monoglycerides, diglycerides, acetic acid
esters of monoglycerides, organic acid esters of monoglyc-
erides, sorbitan, sorbitan esters of fatty acids, propylene
glycol esters of fatty acids, polyglycerol esters of fatty acids,
n-hexadecane, hydrocarbon oils, phospholipids, or a com-
bination thereof. Many of these organic media may be
environmentally acceptable.

The composition may contain emulsifiers, surfactants, or
dispersants. Examples of emulsifiers may include, but are
not limited to, emulsifiers having a hydrophilic-lipophilic
balance (HLB) from about 2 to about 7; alternatively, a HLB
from about 3 to about 5; or alternatively, a HLB of about 4.
Other examples of emulsifiers may include, but are not
limited to, lecithins, soy lecithins, phospholipids lecithins,
detergents, distilled monoglycerides, monoglycerides,
diglycerides, acetic acid esters of monoglycerides, organic
acid esters of monoglycerides, sorbitan esters of fatty acids,
propylene glycol esters of fatty acids, polyglycerol esters of
fatty acids, compounds containing phosphorous, compounds
containing sulfur, compounds containing nitrogen, or a
combination thereof.

A method of making a lubricant is described. The com-
position may be used as an additive dispersed in a base.
Examples of bases may include, but are not limited to, oils,
greases, plastics, gels, sprays, or a combination thereof.
Specific examples of bases may include, but are not limited
to, hydrocarbon oils, vegetable oils, corn oil, peanut oil,
canola oil, soybean oil, mineral oil, paraffin oils, synthetic
oils, petroleum gels, petroleum greases, hydrocarbon gels,
hydrocarbon greases, lithium based greases, fluoroether
based greases, ethylenebistearamide, waxes, silicones, or a
combination thereof.

Described herein is a method of lubricating or coating an
object that is part of an end application with a composition
comprising at least one of solid lubricant nanostructures and
an organic medium. Further described is a method of lubri-
cating an object by employing the composition comprising
solid lubricant nanostructures and an organic medium as a
delivery mechanism.

Disclosed herein are compositions and methods of pre-
paring nanostructure based lubricants that, among various
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advantages, display enhanced dispersion stability and resis-
tance to agglomeration. FIG. 1 illustrates a method of
preparing nanostructure based lubricants or compositions. A
solid lubricant feed is introduced via line 210 to a ball
milling processor 215. Ball milling is carried out in the
processor 215 and the solid lubricant feed is milled to
comprise structures having an average particle dimension of
less than or equal to about 500 nanometers, suitably less than
or equal to about 100 nanometers, suitably less than or equal
to about 80 nanometers, and more suitably less than or equal
to about 50 nanometers. Alternatively, the ball milling may
result in milled solid lubricant structures comprising a
mixture, the mixture comprising structures having an aver-
age particle dimension of less than or equal to about 500
nanometers, plus larger structures. The ball milling may be
high energy ball milling, medium energy ball milling, or
combinations thereof. Additionally, in various embodiments
the ball milling may be carried out in a vacuum, in the
presence of a gas, in the presence of a liquid, in the presence
of a second solid, or combinations thereof. The nanostruc-
ture composition may be removed from the processor via
line 220. The nanostructure composition may be a nano-
structure based lubricant.

In alternative embodiments, the ball milling may com-
prise a first ball milling and at least one more subsequent ball
millings, or ball milling and/or other processing as appro-
priate. Suitably, the ball milling may comprise dry milling
followed by wet milling. FIG. 2 illustrates a further method
100 of preparing nanostructure based lubricants where dry
milling is followed by wet milling Feed 110 introduces a
solid lubricant feed into a ball milling processor 115 where
dry ball milling, such as in a vacuum or in air, reduces the
solid lubricant feed to structures having an average dimen-
sion of the size described above. Line 120 carries the dry
milled structures to a wet milling processor 125. Via line 160
the dry milled structures are combined with a composite oil
or an organic medium prior to entering the wet milling
processor 125. Alternatively, the organic medium and dry
milled structures may be combined in the wet milling
processor 125. In further alternative embodiments (not
shown), the dry milling and wet milling may be carried out
in a single processor where the organic medium is supplied
to the single processor for wet milling after initially carrying
out dry milling. In other alternative embodiments, the balls
in the ball milling apparatus may be coated with the organic
medium to incorporate the organic medium in the solid
lubricant nanostructures.

After wet milling, line 130 carries the wet milled struc-
tures to a container 135, which may be a sonication device.
Alternatively, line 130 may carry a mixture comprising solid
lubricant nanostructures, organic medium, and a complex
comprising the solid lubricant nanostructures combined with
an organic medium.

In another embodiment, prior to introduction of the wet
milled structures into the container 135, a base may be fed
to the container 135 via line 150. Alternatively, the base may
be supplied to the wet milling processor 125 and the mixing,
which may include sonicating, may be carried out in the wet
milling processor 125. In such embodiments the solid lubri-
cant nanostructure composition may be employed as an
additive and dispersed in the base. A base may be paired with
a solid lubricant nanostructure composition according to the
ability of the base and the solid lubricant nanostructure
composition to blend appropriately. In such cases the solid
lubricant nanostructure composition may enhance perfor-
mance of the base.
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In a further embodiment, an emulsifier may be mixed with
the base. Emulsifiers may further enhance dispersion of the
solid lubricant nanostructure composition in the base. The
emulsifier may be selected to enhance the dispersion stabil-
ity of a nanostructure composition in a base. An emulsifier
may also be supplied to the container 135 via line 140. In
many embodiments, the emulsifier and base are combined in
the container 135 prior to introduction of the wet milled
structures. Prior mixing of the emulsifier with the base may
enhance dispersion upon addition of complexes of solid
lubricant nanostructures and organic medium and/or solid
lubricant nanostructures by homogeneously dispersing/dis-
solving the complexes/nanostructures. In some embodi-
ments, the mixing of the emulsifier and base may comprise
sonicating. Alternatively, the emulsifier may be supplied to
the wet milling processor 125 and the mixing, which may
include sonicating, may be carried out in the wet milling
processor 125. The lubricant removed from the container
135 via line 120 may be a blend comprising the wet milled
structures, organic medium, and base. The blend may further
comprise an emulsifier. In other alternative embodiments,
additives may be added to the nanostructure based lubricant
during interaction with a mating surface.

In a further embodiment, antioxidants or anticorrosion
agents may be milled with the solid lubricant nanostructures.
Examples of antioxidants include, but are not limited to,
hindered phenols, alkylated phenols, alkyl amines, aryl
amines, 2,6-di-tert-butyl-4-methylphenol, 4,4'-di-tert-octyl-
diphenylamine, tert-Butyl hydroquinone, tris(2,4-di-tert-bu-
tylphenyl)phosphate, phosphites, thioesters, or a combina-
tion thereof. Examples of anticorrosion agents include, but
are not limited to, alkaline-earth metal bisalkylphenolsul-
phonates, dithiophosphates, alkenylsuccinic acid half-
amides, or a combination thereof. In another embodiment,
biocidals may be milled with the solid lubricant nanostruc-
tures. Examples of biocidals may include, but are not limited
to, alkyl or kydroxylamine benzotriazole, an amine salt of a
partial alkyl ester of an alkyl, alkenyl succinic acid, or a
combination thereof.

In yet another embodiment, further processing of wet
milled structures may comprise removal of oils that are not
a part of a complex with the solid lubricant structures. Such
methods may be suitable for applications that benefit from
use of dry structures of solid lubricant, such as coating
applications. Oil and/or other liquids can be removed from
wet milled structures to produce substantially dry solid
lubricant structures and complexes. Such wet milling fol-
lowed by drying may produce a solid lubricant with reduced
tendency to agglomerate. In specific embodiments, an agent,
such as acetone, can be added that dissolves oils that are not
a part of a complex, followed by a drying process such as
supercritical drying, to produce a substantially dry solid
lubricant comprising structures treated by milling in an
organic medium.

Ball milling conditions may vary and, in particular, con-
ditions such as temperature, milling time, and size and
materials of the balls and vials may be manipulated. In
various embodiments, ball milling may be carried out from
about 12 hours to about 50 hours, suitably from about 36
hours to about 50 hours, suitably from about 40 hours to
about 50 hours, and more suitably at about 48 hours.
Suitably, ball milling is conducted at room temperature. The
benefits of increasing milling time may comprise at least one
of increasing the time for the organic medium and solid
lubricant nanostructures to interact; and producing finer
sizes, better yield of nanostructures, more uniform shapes,
and more passive surfaces. An example of ball milling
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equipment suitable for carrying out the described milling
includes the SPEX CertiPrep model 8000D, along with
hardened stainless steel vials and hardened stainless steel
grinding balls, but any type of ball milling apparatus may be
used. In one embodiment, a stress of 600-650 MPa, a load
of 14.9 N, and a strain of 1073-10~* per sec may be used.

The proportions of the components in a nanostructure
based lubricant may contribute to performance of the lubri-
cant, such as the lubricants dispersion stability and ability to
resist agglomeration. In wet milling, suitable ratios of solid
lubricant nanostructures to organic medium may be about 1
part structures to about 4 parts organic medium by weight,
suitably, about 1 part structures to about 3 parts organic
medium by weight, suitably, about 3 parts structures to about
8 parts organic medium by weight, suitably, about 2 parts
structures to about 4 parts organic medium by weight,
suitably, about 1 part structures to about 2 parts organic
medium by weight, and suitably, about 1 part structures to
about 1.5 parts organic medium by weight.

Suitable ratios of organic medium to emulsifier in a
lubricant including the solid lubricant nanostructures may be
about 1 part organic medium to less than or equal to about
1 part emulsifier, suitably, about 1 part organic medium to
about 0.5 parts emulsifier by weight, or suitably, from about
0.4 to about 1 part emulsifier for about 1 part organic
medium by weight.

The amount of solid lubricant nanostructure composition
(by weight) sonicated or dispersed in the base may be from
about 0.25% to about 5%, suitably 0.5% to about 3%,
suitably 0.5% to about 2%, and more suitably 0.75% to
about 2%.

The amount of emulsifier (by weight) sonicated or dis-
solved in the base, depending on the end application, shelf-
life, and the like, may be from about 0.5% to about 10%,
suitably from about 4% to about 8%, suitably from about 5%
to about 6%, and suitably, from about 0.75% to about 2.25%.

The solid lubricant nanostructure composition may be
used, without limitation, as lubricants, coatings, delivery
mechanisms, or a combination thereof. The solid lubricant
nanostructure composition may be used, without limitation,
as an additive dispersed in a base oil. The composition may
also be used, without limitation, to lubricate a boundary
lubrication regime. A boundary lubrication regime may be a
lubrication regime where the average oil film thickness may
be less than the composite surface roughness and the surface
asperities may come into contact with each other under
relative motion. During the relative motion of two surfaces
with lubricants in various applications, three different lubri-
cation stages may occur, and the boundary lubrication
regime may be the most severe condition in terms of
temperature, pressure and speed. Mating parts may be
exposed to severe contact conditions of high load, low
velocity, extreme pressure (for example, 1-2 GPa), and high
local temperature (for example, 150-300 degrees C.). The
boundary lubrication regime may also exist under lower
pressures and low sliding velocities or high temperatures. In
the boundary lubrication regime, the mating surfaces may be
in direct physical contact. The composition may further be
used, without limitation, as a lubricant or coating in machin-
ery applications, manufacturing applications, mining appli-
cations, aerospace applications, automotive applications,
pharmaceutical applications, medical applications, dental
applications, cosmetic applications, food product applica-
tions, nutritional applications, health related applications,
bio-fuel applications or a combination thereof. Specific
examples of uses in end applications include, without limi-
tation, machine tools, bearings, gears, camshafts, pumps,
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transmissions, piston rings, engines, power generators, pin-
joints, aerospace systems, mining equipment, manufacturing
equipment, or a combination thereof. Further specific
examples of uses may be, without limitation, as an additive
in lubricants, greases, gels, compounded plastic parts,
pastes, powders, emulsions, dispersions, or combinations
thereof. The composition may also be used as a lubricant that
employs the solid lubricant nanostructure composition as a
delivery mechanism in pharmaceutical applications, medical
applications, dental applications, cosmetic applications,
food product applications, nutritional applications, health
related applications, bio-fuel applications, or a combination
thereof. The various compositions and methods may also be
used, without limitation, in hybrid inorganic-organic mate-
rials. Examples of applications using inorganic-organic
materials, include, but are not limited to, optics, electronics,
ionics, mechanics, energy, environment, biology, medicine,
smart membranes, separation devices, functional smart coat-
ings, photovoltaic and fuel cells, photocatalysts, new cata-
lysts, sensors, smart microelectronics, micro-optical and
photonic components and systems for nanophotonics, inno-
vative cosmetics, intelligent therapeutic vectors that com-
bined targeting, imaging, therapy, and controlled release of
active molecules, and nanoceramic-polymer composites for
the automobile or packaging industries.

In some embodiments, the ball milling process may create
a close caged dense oval shaped architecture (similar to a
football shape or fullerene type architecture). This may
occur when molybdenum disulphide is milled in a gas or
vacuum. Panel (a) of FIG. 7 shows the close caged dense
oval shaped architecture of molybdenum disulphide nano-
structures that have been ball milled in air for 48 hours.

In other embodiments, the ball milling process may create
an open architecture. For example, ball milling process may
create an open ended oval shaped architecture (similar to a
coconut shape) of molybdenum disulphide nanostructures
which are intercalated and encapsulated with an organic
medium and phospholipids. This may occur when molyb-
denum disulphide is milled in a gas or vacuum followed by
milling in an organic medium. Panel (b) of FIG. 7 shows the
open ended oval shaped architecture of molybdenum disul-
phide nanostructures that have been ball milled in air for 48
hours followed by ball milling in canola oil for 48 hours.

As shown in the examples, the tribological performance
of the nanostructure based lubricant may be improved. The
tribological performance may be measured by evaluating
different properties. An anti-wear property may be a lubri-
cating fluid property that has been measured using the
industry standard Four-Ball Wear (ASTM D4172) Test. The
Four-Ball Wear Test may evaluate the protection provided
by an oil under conditions of pressure and sliding motion.
Placed in a bath of the test lubricant, three fixed steel balls
may be put into contact with a fourth ball of the same grade
in rotating contact at preset test conditions. Lubricant wear
protection properties may be measured by comparing the
average wear scars on the three fixed balls. The smaller the
average wear scar, the better the protection. Extreme pres-
sure properties may be lubricating fluid properties that have
been measured using the industry standard Four-Ball Wear
(ASTM D2783) Test. This test method may cover the
determination of the load-carrying properties of lubricating
fluids. The following two determinations may be made: 1)
load-wear index (formerly Mean-Hertz load) and 2) weld
load (kg). The load-wear index may be the load-carrying
property of a lubricant. It may be an index of the ability of
a lubricant to minimize wear at applied loads. The weld load
may be the lowest applied load in kilograms at which the
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rotating ball welds to the three stationary balls, indicating
the extreme pressure level that the lubricants can withstand.
The higher the weld point scores and load wear index values,
the better the anti-wear and extreme pressure properties of a
Iubricant. The coefficient of friction (COF) may be a lubri-
cating fluid property that has been measured using the
industry standard Four-Ball Wear (ASTM D4172) Test. COF
may be a dimensionless scalar value which describes the
ratio of the force of friction between two bodies and the
force pressing them together. The coefficient of friction may
depend on the materials used. For example, ice on metal has
a low COF, while rubber on pavement has a high COF. A
common way to reduce friction may be by using a lubricant,
such as oil or water, which is placed between two surfaces,
often dramatically lessening the COF.

The composition may have a wear scar diameter of about
0.4 mm to about 0.5 mm. The composition may have a COF
of about 0.06 to about 0.08. The composition may have a
weld load of about 150 kg to about 350 kg. The composition
may have a load wear index of about 20 to about 40. The
values of these tribological properties may change depend-
ing on the amount of solid lubricant nanostructure compo-
sition sonicated or dissolved in the base.

Various features and aspects of the invention are set forth
in the following examples, which are intended to be illus-
trative and not limiting.

Example 1

Ball milling was performed in a SPEX 8000D machine
using hardened stainless steel vials and balls. MoS, (Alfa
Aesar, 98% pure, 700 nm average primary structure size)
and canola oil (Crisco) were used as the starting materials in
a ratio of 1 part MoS, (10 grams) to 2 parts canola oil (20
grams). The ball to powder weight ratio was 2 to 1. MoS,
was ball milled for 48 hours in air followed by milling in
canola oil for 48 hrs at room temperature. The nanostruc-
tures were about 50 nm after ball milling. Table 1 summa-
rizes milling conditions and resultant structure morpholo-
gies. It was observed that there was a strong effect of milling
media on the shape of the ball milled nanostructures. Dry
milling showed buckling and folding of the planes when the
structure size was reduced from micron size to nanometer
size. However, the dry milling condition used here produced
micro clusters embedding several nanostructures. On the
other hand, wet milling showed no buckling but saw de-
agglomeration.

TABLE 1

Milling conditions and parametric effect on particle size and shape
Dry Milling Shape of the particles Shape of the clusters
12 hours Plate-like with sharp edges Sharp and irregular
24 hours Plate-like with round edges More or less rounded
48 hours Spherical Globular clusters
Wet Milling Shape of the Particles Shape of the clusters
12 hours Thin plates with sharp edges Thin plates with sharp edges
24 hours Thin plates with sharp edges Thin plates with sharp edges
48 hours Thin plates with sharp edges Thin plates with sharp edges
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TABLE 2

Effect of milling media on resultant size (starting size sub-micron),
shape, and agglomeration of particles

Dry milled
Properties Dry Alcohol Oil and oil milled
Clusters size (nm) 100 300 200 100
Particle size (nm) 30 80 80 30
Agglomeration High Very less  Very less Very less
Shape of the particles Spherical  Platelet Platelet Spherical

FIG. 3 shows TEM micrographs of the as-available (700
nm), air milled, and hybrid milled (48 hrs in air medium
followed by 48 hours in oil medium) MoS, nanostructures.
Panel (A) represents micron-sized structure chunks of the
as-available MoS, sample off the shelf. These micrographs,
particularly panel (B), represent agglomerates of lubricant
nanostructures when milled in the air medium. Panel (B)
clearly demonstrates size reduction in air milled MoS,.
Higher magnification (circular regions) revealed formation
of the disc shaped nanostructures after milling in the air
medium. From panels (C) and (D) it may be concluded that
the structure size was reduced to less than 30 nm after
milling in air and hybrid conditions. Regardless of the
occasionally observed clusters, the average size of the
clusters is less than or equal to 200 nm.

Hybrid milled samples were dispersed in paraffin oil
(from Walmart) and remained suspended without settling.
However, the dispersion was not uniform after a few weeks.
To stabilize the dispersion and extend the anti-wear prop-
erties, phospholipids were added. Around 2% by weight of
soy lecithin phospholipids (from American Lecithin) was
added in the base oil.

FIGS. 4 and 5 show the XRD and XPS spectra of MoS,
before and after ball milling, respectively. XRD spectra
revealed no phase change as well as no observable amor-
phization in the MoS, after milling. This observation is
consistent with the continuous platelets observed throughout
the nanostructure matrix in TEM analysis for milled mate-
rial. Broadening of peaks (FWHM) was observed in XRD
spectra of MoS, ball milled in air and hybrid media, respec-
tively. The peak broadening may be attributed to the reduc-
tion in structure size. The estimated grain size is 6 nm. This
follows the theme of ball milling where clusters consist of
grains and sub-grains of the order of 10 nm. XPS analysis
was carried out to study the surface chemistry of the
as-available and hybrid milled MoS, nanostructures. As
shown in FIG. 5, a carbon (C) peak observed at 285 eV in
the as-available MoS, sample shifted to 286.7 eV. Bonding
energies of 286 eV and 287.8 eV correspond to C—O and
C—0 bond formation, respectively. The observed binding
energy level may demonstrate that a thin layer containing
mixed C—O & C—0 groups enfolds the MoS, structures.
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Preliminary tribological tests on the synthesized nano-
structures were performed on a four-ball machine by fol-
lowing ASTM 4172. The balls used were made of AISI
52100 stainless steel and were highly polished. Four Ball
Wear Scar measurements using ASTM D4172 were made
under the following test conditions:

Test Temperature, © C. 75 (£1.7)
Test Duration, min 60 (=1)

Spindle Speed, rpm 1,200 (£60)
Load, kg 40 (£0.2)

Wear scar diameter (WSD, mm) of each stationary ball was
quantified in both vertical and horizontal directions. The
average value of WSD from 3 independent tests was
reported within £0.03 mm accuracy.

Four Ball Extreme Pressure measurements using ASTM
D2783 were made under the following test conditions:

Test Temperature, ° C. 23
Test Duration, min 60 (x1)
Spindle Speed, rpm 1,770 (x60)

Load, kg Varies, 10-sec/stage
Ball Material AISI-E52100
Hardness 64-66

Grade 25EP

Three different structures (in w/w ratio) were evaluated
for their anti-wear properties as additives in paraffin oil. FIG.
6(A) shows the average wear scar measurements for paraffin
oil without a nanostructure additive, paraffin oil with micron
sized MoS,,, paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for
48 hours, and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air
for 48 hours followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours.
FIG. 6(B) shows the load wear index for paraffin oil without
a nanostructure additive, paraffin oil with micron sized
MoS,, paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48
hours, and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for
48 hours followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours. FIG.
6(C) shows the COF for paraffin oil without a nanostructure
additive, paraffin oil with micron sized MoS,, paraffin oil
with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours, and paraffin
oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48 hours followed
by milling in canola oil for 48 hours. FIG. 6(D) shows the
extreme pressure data for paraffin oil with micron sized
MoS,, paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for 48
hours, and paraffin oil with MoS, that was milled in air for
48 hours followed by milling in canola oil for 48 hours. In
each test the nanostructure additive was present in the
amount of 1% by weight.

Test data from nanostructure composition additive in base oil

Solid Lubricant

Four Ball Tests at 40 kg Load Four Ball Extreme Pressure
(ASTM D4172) (ASTM D-2783)

All dispersions diluted to x % Weld Load  Load Wear  FIG. 6(A)
by wt. in reference base oil WSD (mm) COF (kg) Index and 6(B)
Paraffin oil 1.033 0.155 126 12.1 A
Nanostructures of MoS, 1.012 0.102 100 16.1 B
without organic medium

(0.5%)

Nanostructures of MoS, 0.960 0.114 126 20.8 C
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-continued

14

Test data from nanostructure composition additive in base oil

Four Ball Tests at 40 kg Load Four Ball Extreme Pressure

Solid Lubricant (ASTM D4172)

(ASTM D-2783)

All dispersions diluted to x % Weld Load  Load Wear FIG. 6(A)
by wt. in reference base oil WSD (mm) COF (kg) Index and 6(B)
without organic medium

(1.0%)

Nanostructures of MoS, 0.915 0.098 126 22.0 D
without organic medium

(1.5%)

Conventional available micro 1.009 0.126 160 22.0 E
structures (0.5%)

Conventional available micro 0.948 0.091 126 19.1 F
structures (1.0%)

Conventional available micro 0.922 0.106 126 16.5 G
structures (1.5%)

NanoGlide: Nanostructures 0451 0.077 160 24.8 H

of MoS, with organic medium

(0.5%)

NanoGlide: Nanostructures 0.461 0.069 200 25.9 I

of MoS, with organic medium

(1.0%)

NanoGlide: Nanostructures 0.466 0.075 315 343 7

of MoS, with organic medium
(1.5%)

The transfer film in the wear scar, studied using energy
dispersive x-ray analysis (EDS), identified the signatures of
phosphates in addition to molybdenum and sulfur. Panel (a)
of FIG. 9 depicts the base case of paraffin oil without a
nanostructure additive. Panel (b) of FIG. 9 depicts paraffin
oil with the molybdenum disulfide nanostructures and the
emulsifier. It shows the early evidences of molybdenum
(Mo)-sulfur (S)-phosphorous (P) in the wear track. Iron (Fe)
is seen in panels (a) and (b) of FIG. 9, as it is the material
of the balls (52100 steel) in the four-ball test. The molyb-
denum and sulfur peaks coincide and are not distinguishable
because they have the same binding energy. Elemental
mapping also showed similar results.

Examples 2-23 are made using a similar method as
Example 1, unless specified otherwise.

Example 2

MoS, (Alfa Aesar, 98% pure, 700 nm average structure
size) and canola oil from ADM are used as the starting
materials. The MoS, powder is ball milled for various time
conditions, variable ball/powder ratios, and under various
ambient conditions, starting with air, canola oil and the
subsequent combination of milling in air followed by mill-
ing in canola oil. It is also ball milled in different types of
organic media. For example, one organic medium that is
used is canola oil methyl ester. The processing of this will be
similar to the above mentioned example.

Different types of ball milling processes can be used. For
instance, in the first step, cryo ball milling in air followed by
high temperature ball milling in an organic medium is used.

After the ball milling, the active EP-EA (extreme pres-
sure—environmentally acceptable) structures are treated
with phospholipids that have been mixed with a base oil
such as paraffin oil.

Example 3

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with boron using a
ratio of 1 part molybdenum disulphide to 1 part boron. This
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mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil)
using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part
solid lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-boron-
canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the base oil
(paraffin oil).

Example 4

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with copper using
aratio of 1 part molybdenum disulphide to 1 part metal. This
mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil)
using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part
solid lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-copper-
canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the base oil
(paraffin oil).

Example 5

A molybdenum disulphide/graphite (obtained from Alfa
Aesar) mixture in the ratio of 1:1 is ball milled. This mixture
is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil) using a
ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts
canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-graphite-canola
oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the base oil paraffin
oil).

Example 6

A molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride (Alfa Aesar)
mixture in the ratio of 1:1 mixture is ball milled. This
mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil)
using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part
solid lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-boron
nitride-canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the
base oil (paraffin oil).
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Example 7

A molybdenum disulphide/graphite/boron nitride mixture
in the ratio 1:1:1 is ball milled. This mixture is then ball
milled with vegetable oil (canola oil) using a ratio of 1 part
solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts canola oil. An
emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant
nanostructure composition (MoS,-graphite-boron nitride-
canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the base oil
(paraffin oil).

Example 8

A molybdenum disulphide/graphite mixture in the ratio of
1:1:1 is ball milled. This mixture is then ball milled with
vegetable oil (canola oil) using a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts canola oil. An emulsi-
fier is added using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nano-
structure composition (MoS,-graphite-boron-canola oil) to 2
parts emulsifier. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 9

A molybdenum disulphide/graphite mixture in the ratio of
1:1 is ball milled with copper using a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide/graphite to 1 part metal. This mix-
ture is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil) using
a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts
canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-graphite-cop-
per-canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added to the base
oil (paraffin oil).

Example 10

A molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride mixture in the
ratio of 1:1 is ball milled with boron using a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride to 1 part metal. This
mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil (canola oil)
using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part
solid lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-boron
nitride-boron-canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier. This is added
to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 11

A molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride mixture in the
ratio of 1:1 mixture is ball milled with copper using a ratio
of 1 part molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride to 1 part
metal. This mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil
(canola oil) using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostruc-
tures to 1.5 parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a
ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructure composition
(MoS,-boron nitride-copper-canola oil) to 2 parts emulsifier.
This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 12

A molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride/graphite mixture
in the ratio of 1:1:1 is ball milled with boron using a ratio of
1 part molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride/graphite to 1
part metal. This mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil
(canola oil) using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostruc-
tures to 1.5 parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a
ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructure composition
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(MoS,-boron nitride-graphite-boron-Canola oil) to 2 parts
emulsifier. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 13

A molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride/graphite in the
ratio of 1:1:1 is ball milled with copper using a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide/boron nitride/graphite to 1 part
metal. This mixture is then ball milled with vegetable oil
(canola oil) using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostruc-
tures to 1.5 parts canola oil. An emulsifier is added using a
ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructure composition
(MoS,-boron nitride-graphite-copper-canola oil) to 2 parts
emulsifier. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 14

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with polytetrafluo-
roethylene (Teflon®) in a ration of 1 part molybdenum
disulphide to 1 part Teflon®. This mixture is then added to
the base oil (paraffin oil) with a phospholipid emulsifier (soy
lecithin).

Example 15

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with polytetrafluo-
roethylene (Teflon®) in a ration of 1 part molybdenum
disulphide to 1 part Teflon®. This mixture is then added to
the base oil (paraffin oil) with a phospholipid emulsifier (soy
lecithin).

Example 16

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with metal addi-
tives like copper, silver, lead etc. in a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide to 1 part metal additive. This mix-
ture is further ball milled in vegetable oil based esters
(canola oil methyl esters) in a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant
nanostructures to 1.5 parts esters. An emulsifier is added
using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructure compo-
sition (MoS,-esters) to 2 parts phospholipid emulsifier. This
is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 17

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with metal addi-
tives like copper, silver, lead etc. in a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide to 1 part metal additive. This mix-
ture is further ball milled in vegetable oil based esters
(canola oil methyl esters) in a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant
nanostructures to 1.5 parts esters. This is added to the base
oil (paraffin oil).

Example 18

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled. The solid lubricant
nanostructures are further ball milled in vegetable oil based
esters (canola oil methyl esters) in a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts esters. An emulsifier is
added using a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructure
composition (MoS,-esters) to 2 parts phospholipid emulsi-
fier. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 19

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled. The solid lubricant
nanostructures are further ball milled in vegetable oil based
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esters (canola oil methyl esters) in a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts esters. This is added to
the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 20

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with metal addi-
tives like copper, silver, lead etc. in a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide to 1 part metal additive. This mix-
ture is further ball milled in fatty acids (oleic acid) in a ratio
of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts fatty
acids. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1 part solid
lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-oleic acid) to 2
parts phospholipid emulsifier. This is added to the base oil
(paraffin oil).

Example 21

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled with metal addi-
tives like copper, silver, lead etc. in a ratio of 1 part
molybdenum disulphide to 1 part metal additive. This mix-
ture is further ball milled in fatty acids (oleic acid) in a ratio
of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5 parts fatty
acids. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 22

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled. The solid lubricant
nanostructures are further ball milled in fatty acids (oleic
acid) in a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts fatty acids. An emulsifier is added using a ratio of 1
part solid lubricant nanostructure composition (MoS,-oleic
acid) to 2 parts phospholipid emulsifier. This is added to the
base oil (paraffin oil).

Example 23

Molybdenum disulphide is ball milled. The solid lubricant
nanostructures are further ball milled in fatty acids (oleic
acid) in a ratio of 1 part solid lubricant nanostructures to 1.5
parts fatty acids. This is added to the base oil (paraffin oil).
Dielectric Nanolubricant Compositions

As introduced above, the solid lubricant nanostructure
composition may comprise a nano-engineered solid lubri-
cant additive that is dispersed in a base. For example, the
nano-engineered solid lubricant additive may comprise a
plurality of solid lubricant nanostructures having an open-
ended architecture and organic, inorganic, or polymeric
medium. Lubricant nanostructures may comprise nano-scale
macromolecules as described in U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/816,546, U.S. Pat. No. 9,499,766, and U.S. Pat. No.
8,492,319, and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
60/758,307. Some or all of the nanostructures may be
intercalated with the organic, inorganic, or polymeric
medium. Additionally or alternatively, nanostructures may
be encapsulated by the organic, inorganic, or polymeric
medium.

The base may include oils, greases, gels, sprays, or a
combination thereof. Specific examples of bases may
include, but are not limited to, hexane, heptane, mineral
spirit, odorless mineral spirit, acetone, hydrocarbon oils,
mineral oil, paraffin oils, synthetic oils, petroleum greases,
hydrocarbon greases, lithium based greases, fluoroether
based greases, silicones, silicone based grease or a combi-
nation thereof.

In various embodiments, a composition comprising the
nano-engineered solid lubricant additive dispersed in a base
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may find beneficial application as a dielectric lubricant
having nanoscale functionalities. For example, embodi-
ments of the nano-engineered lubricant additive dispersed in
base may be applied to object surfaces, such as electrical and
electronic components and electrical and electronic contact
connections, and thereon provide nanoscale protection and
lubrication from electrical interference, voltage leak and
corrosion. Such nano-engineered lubricant compositions
dispersed in a base may be referred to as dielectric nanolu-
bricant compositions.

According to various embodiments, a dielectric nanolu-
bricant composition comprises nano-engineered lubricant
additive intercalated with one or more of an organic, inor-
ganic, or polymeric medium, as described herein, dispersed
in base, wherein the base is a grease such as silicone, lithium
complex grease, lithium grease, calcium sulfonate grease,
silica thickened perfluoropolyether (PFPE) grease, or com-
binations thereof. In further or additional embodiments, a
dielectric nanolubricant composition comprises nano-engi-
neered lubricant additive intercalated with one or more of an
organic, inorganic, or polymeric medium, as described
herein, dispersed in base, wherein the base is an oil.
Example, oils include, but are not limited to, a silicone oil
or perfluoropolyether (PFPE) oil, or combinations thereof.

In various embodiments, dielectric nanolubricant compo-
sitions include nano-engineered lubricant additives made
from starting or feed materials or solid lubricant starting
materials identified herein such as polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE), cerium fluoride, zinc oxide, silica, fluorinated car-
bon, hexagonal boron nitride, calcium carbonate, calcium
fluoride, or a combination thereof. In one example, the solid
lubricant nanostructures of the nano-engineered lubricant
additive comprise at least one compound selected from
calcium carbonate and polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE), or
any combination thereof. All or a portion of the nanostruc-
tures may include solid lubricant feed mechanically pro-
cessed, chemically processed, or chemo-mechanically pro-
cessed to generate the nanostructures. In various
embodiments, nano-engineered lubricant additive may com-
prise solid lubricant feed or solid lubricant nanostructures
chemo-mechanically processed with an organic, inorganic,
and/or polymeric medium, as described herein.

The solid lubricant structures of the additive may have an
average particle dimension of about a few tenths of a micron
or less. In some embodiments, solid lubricant nanostructures
may have an average particle dimension of less than or equal
to about 900 nanometers (0.9 microns), less than or equal to
about 500 nanometers (0.5 microns), less than or equal to
about 100 nanometers (0.1 microns), less than or equal to
about 80 nanometers (0.08 microns), or less than or equal to
about 50 nanometers (0.05 microns). In one example,
chemo-mechanical processing may result in mechanically
processed solid lubricant structures comprising a mixture of
solid lubricant nanostructures having an average particle
dimension of less than or equal to about 500 nanometers (0.5
microns), such as about 300 nanometers (0.3 microns) or
less, such as less than about 100 nanometers (0.1 microns).

As introduced above, the nano-engineered lubricant addi-
tive of the dielectric nanolubricant composition may also
include an organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium
associated with the solid lubricant nanostructures. For
example, the organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium
may bond, intercalate, or encapsulate the solid lubricant
nanostructures. Example organic, inorganic, and/or poly-
meric mediums include, but are not limited to, oil mediums,
grease mediums, alcohol mediums, or combinations thereof.
Specific examples of mediums include, but are not limited
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to, hexane, heptane, mineral spirit, odorless mineral spirit,
acetone, hydrocarbon oils, mineral oil, paraffin oils, syn-
thetic oils, petroleum greases, hydrocarbon greases, lithium
based greases, fluoroether based greases, silicones, silicone
based grease or a combination thereof.

In some embodiments, excess or unbound organic, inor-
ganic, and/or polymeric medium may have been removed
from the solid lubricant nanostructures of the nano-engi-
neered lubricant additive of the dielectric nanolubricant
composition, e.g., solid lubricant nanostructures chemo-
mechanically processed with organic, inorganic, and/or
polymeric medium may be dried to remove excess or
unbound medium to produce substantially dry solid lubri-
cant structures and complexes. In specific embodiments, an
agent, such as acetone, can be added that dissolves oils that
are not a part of a complex, followed by a drying process
such as supercritical drying, to produce a substantially dry
solid lubricant comprising structures treated by chemo-
mechanical processing in an organic medium. The solid
lubricant nanostructures in the substantially dry solid lubri-
cant structures and complexes may comprise between 20%
and 90%, by weight, of the nano-engineered solid lubricant
additive, such as about 25%, about 30%, about 40%, about
50%, about 60%, about 70%, about 80%, or about 90%, by
weight.

As noted above, the dielectric nanolubricant composition
may include a base comprising a grease, spray, or a com-
bination thereof comprising chemistries such as silicone,
calcium sulfonate grease, lithium complex grease, lithium
grease, or silica thickened perfluoropolyether (PFPE)
grease. For example, the base may comprise silicone,
lithium complex grease, lithium grease, calcium sulfonate
grease, or silica thickened perfluoropolyether (PFPE) grease
alone or in combination with these or other suitable base
materials in a carrier spray. In some embodiments, the base
may comprise silicone, lithium complex grease, lithium
grease, calcium sulfonate grease, silica thickened perfluo-
ropolyether (PFPE) grease or combinations having an NLGI
grade between grade #1 and grade #3, such as grade #1 or
grade #2.

The dielectric nanolubricant may include any suitable
percentage by weight of base. In various embodiments, the
dielectric nanolubricant composition comprises a base in an
amount between about 10% and about 98%, between about
50% and about 98%, between about 75% and about 98%,
between about 90% and about 98%, between about 95% and
about 98%, or between about 90% and about 95%, by
weight.

The dielectric nanolubricant may include any suitable
percentage by weight of nanolubricant additive. In various
embodiments, the dielectric nanolubricant composition may
comprise from about 0.25% to about 20%, from about 0.5%
to about 10%, from about 0.5% to about 5%, or from about
0.75% to about 2% by weight nano-engineered lubricant
additive dispersed in the base. In some embodiments, greater
amounts by weight of nano-engineered lubricant additive
may be dispersed in the base.

In various embodiments, the dielectric nanolubricant
composition may also include a carrier medium mixed with
the nano-engineered lubricant additive dispersed in base.
Example carriers may include a suitable thinner or solvent.
In some embodiments, the carrier is selected from organic
mediums such as heptane, hexane, mineral spirits, odorless
mineral spirit, acetone, naphtha, ethyl acetate, toluene, eth-
ylene glycol, isopropanol alcohol, methanol, ethanol, MEK,
or combinations thereof. The amount of carrier may depend
on the end user application. In various embodiments, the
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amount of carrier may be between 0% and 90%, such as
between 30% and 90% by weight. In one embodiment, the
dielectric nanolubricant composition may be formulated
with a brushable or sprayable viscosity to provide uniform
film or connector coating and reduce application time. In
some applications, the carrier may be selected to evaporate
following application, thereafter leaving a protective layer,
e.g., film, coating, etc., of lubricant additive dispersed in
base along the treated surface. In one embodiment, the
dielectric nanolubricant composition includes nano-engi-
neered lubricant additive dispersed in a base comprising a
material selected from silicone, lithium complex grease,
lithium grease, calcium sulfonate grease, silica thickened
perfluoropolyether (PFPE) grease or PFPE oil, or combina-
tions thereof with a carrier comprising a material selected
from heptane, hexane, mineral spirits, odorless mineral
spirit, acetone, naphtha or combinations thereof. In one
example, the composition may be a dielectric nanolubricant
grease spray formulated such that the carrier evaporates
following application to a treated surface.

Methods of Making a Dielectric Nanolubricant Composition

In various embodiments, a method of making the dielec-
tric nanolubricant composition may include formulating
nano-engineered additive comprising organic, inorganic,
and/or polymeric, medium intercalating and/or encapsulat-
ing solid lubricant nanostructures. In one example, formu-
lating the nano-engineered additive comprises chemo-me-
chanically milling the solid lubricant nanostructure and the
organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium wherein the
organic, inorganic, and/or polymeric medium intercalates
and/or encapsulates the solid lubricant nanostructure.

In various embodiments, a method of making the dielec-
tric nanolubricant composition may include blending nano-
engineered additive as described herein with a base to
disperse the nano-engineered additive in the base. For
example, blending may include addition of nano-engineered
lubricant additive to a base such as silicone grease or oil base
and mixing. Silicone greases are known in the art and
generally include a silicone oil thickened with a thickener.
Example silicone oils may include fluorinated silicones,
polydimethylsiloxanes (PDMS), polyphenylmethylsilicone,
or combinations thereof. Example, thickeners may include
amorphous fumed silica, PTFE, mica, carbon black, or
combinations thereof. The method may further include addi-
tion of a carrier before or during mixing. In one example,
between about 0.25% to about 20%, such as about 1%, about
2%, about 5%, about 10%, or about 20% by weight nano-
engineered lubricant additive comprising at least one com-
pound selected from polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE), silica,
hexagonal boron nitride, calcium carbonate, zinc oxide, or
any combination thereof, may be added to between about
80% and about 99%, such as about 90%, about 93%, about
95%, about 97%, or about 99%, by weight, silicone grease
(NLGI grade #1 to grade #3). In one example, a Hobart
mixer bowl with paddle blade attachment may be used to
mix the additive and base. Other mixers, include manual
mixing, may be used. Initial mixing may be performed
manually to avoid dusting. The mixer may then be set to
speed #1, for example, for about 60 minutes. In a further
embodiment, a carrier such as heptane or mineral spirits may
be added prior to or during mixing for ease of application,
e.g., spray application.

Thus milling and blending processes described herein
with respect to the dielectric nanolubricant composition may
be described as “chemo-mechanical milling and blending”.
“Chemo-mechanical” is a common term of art related to
both chemical and mechanical action. The mechanical
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aspect of the present inventive process involves the wet and
dry milling and blending of the indicated materials, which
leads to the chemical aspect of the inventive processes,
which includes the formation and interaction of the compo-
nents to form the indicated macro-molecular structures, by
chemical interaction, which may include intercalation, or
encapsulation, or chemical bonding, or other bonding.
Evaluation Data

In various embodiments, the dielectric nanolubricant
composition may have high tack and adhesion, water resis-
tance to seal with hydrophobic properties, as well as corro-
sion resistance to form a protective film in and around
sensitive electrical connections. The dielectric nanolubricant
composition may be formulated to protect from salt corro-
sion, debris, and electrical leakages and provide thermal
management of electrical contacts while providing ease of
maintaining low voltage-high current and low voltage-low
current contacts. The composition may be further formu-
lated for easy application and be non-curing.

To evaluate the dielectric nanolubricant composition dis-
closed herein, two example compositions were tested that
comprised about 0 to 20% nano-engineered lubricant addi-
tive in about 80 to 100% silicone grease by weight. The data
generated in the evaluation is presented in the following
table.

Dielectric
Nanolubricant

Dielectric
Nanolubricant

Test Method Composition-1 Composition-2
NLGI Grade #1-#3 #1-#3
Thickener Type Inorganic Inorganic
Color White ‘White
Texture Smooth & Tacky Smooth & Tacky
Grease Penetration 288 NA
ASTM D-2265 Dropping Point, Non-drop Non-drop

315° C.
ASTM D-4049 Water
Spray-off @ 38° C.

0% removal 18% removal

ASTM D-4048 Copper 1B 1B
Corrosion @ 100° C., 24 hrs

ASTM B117 Salt Fog 1A NA
Corrosion, 27 Days

ASTM D-149 Dielectric 1290 737
Strength, volts/mil

ASTM D-97 Pour Point, ° C. -50 -50
ASTM D-257 Volume 3.0 x 10" 3.0 x 10"

Resistivity, chm-cm
ASTM D6184 Oil Separation,
30 hrs @ 100° C.

0% removed 0% removed

ASTM D217 Low Temperature 245 (soft) 220 (soft)
Penetration at —29° C.

ASTM D217 Low Temperature 221 (soft) 173 (soft)
Penetration at —40° C.

Electrical Connector Resistance No change No change
Testing After Addition of Grease on resistance on resistance
Fire Retardance Yes Yes
Hydrophobicity (Contact Angle) 116° NA

Certain characteristics of the evaluated dielectric nanolu-
bricant composition reported above were measured in accor-
dance with identified ASTM standard testing protocols,
which are each incorporated into the specification in their
entirety. Select procedures are discussed in further detail
below.

ASTM D2265 (Dropping Point) measures the tempera-
ture at which a composition passes from a semi-solid to a
liquid state under the conditions of the test. The higher the
dropping point, the higher the thermal stability of the grease.
ASTM D4049 (Water Spray-off) measures resistance to
removal by water. A metal panel is masked and sprayed with
dielectric spray grease from a bottle. The solvent is allowed
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to evaporate and the mask is removed. The panel is weighed
and loaded into a spray-off testing unit. After testing, the
panel is re-weighed. ASTM D4048 (Copper Corrosion)
measures corrosive strength of a material with respect to
copper, a strong conductor commonly used in electrical
contacts. Polished copper test strips are placed on racks and
sprayed with dielectric spray grease. The solvent is allowed
to evaporate. The coated strip is then placed in a glass beaker
in the oven at the specified temperature for the specified
duration. ASTM D6184 (High Temperature Oil Separation)
measures separation of base at high temperatures. Grease is
placed into a small mesh cup, which is then exposed to a
high temperature environment. The amount of base
observed to leak through the mesh is measured and reported.
ASTM D-97 (Pour Point) tests the lowest temperature in
which movement of the sample is observed under test
conditions. ASTM D217 (Grease Penetration & Consis-
tency) measures the firmness of grease at certain conditions.
The test measures the depth that a standard cone penetrates
a sample of the grease under prescribed conditions of
weight, time, and temperature (also applicable for low
temperature penetration study). The higher the worked pen-
etration number, the lower the NLLGI grade, and the lesser
the viscosity of the grease. Connection resistance was tested
by application to battery terminals. The fitting was disas-
sembled, thoroughly cleaned, and reassembled. Bolts were
torqued to 20 N-m. Measured resistance was a steady 0.6Q.
Next, the fitting was again taken apart and reassembled with
application of dielectric nanolubricant composition. The
measured resistance was a steady 0.5Q. Hydrophobicity was
tested using a water contact angle test and wettability
through visual inspection (orb droplets indicate hydropho-
bic, whereas a flatter spread indicates some hydrophilic
properties).

Elastomer compatibility of the dielectric nanolubricant
composition was also tested according to ASTM D4289 with
requirement of —5-30% in volume change and -15-0 in
hardness change. Testing conditions included 70 hours at
100° C. or 150° C. (depending on elastomer types and
temperature range). Results of the elastomer compatibility
testing of the dielectric nanolubricant compositions are
reported below.

Dielectric Nanolubricant Composition

Testing Materials (Elastomers) (Volume Change/Hardness Change)

Polycarbonate Compatible
Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene Compatible
(ABS)

Acrylic Compatible

Polyether ether ketone (PEEK)
Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE)
NYLON

Carbon PTFE

Nitrile Butadiene Rubber (NBR)
Carboxylated Nitrile Butadiene
Rubber (XNBR)

Hydrogenated Nitrile Butadiene
Rubber (HNBR)

FKM

ETP FKM

Ethylene Propylene Diene
Monomer (EPDM)

No change/No change
No change/No change
No change/No change
No change/No change
No change/No change
No change/-1.0

No change/-0.6
No change/No change

No change/No change
No change/-1.8

As the testing results indicate, the dielectric nanolubricant
composition disclosed herein delivers multifunctionality at
nanoscale for corrosion protection, resistance to lubricant
removal under power wash (hydrophobicity), high dielectric
strength, wide operating temperatures between about -40° F.
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to about +400° F., no environmental degradation along with
benefits of non-staining, environmental friendliness, and no
to little volume change or hardness change with a variety of
elastomers.

Test data evaluating the dielectric nanolubricant compo-
sition as disclosed herein has shown that the dielectric
nanolubricant composition may have a non-drop rating
dropping point. The dielectric nanolubricant composition
may have water spray-oft of about 0% or between about 0%
and about 18% at 38° C. The dielectric nanolubricant
composition may have a copper corrosion grade of 1B at
100° C., 24 hrs. The dielectric nanolubricant composition
may have a measured oil separation of about 0% at 100° C.,
30 hrs. The dielectric nanolubricant composition may have
a pour point of about -50° C. The dielectric nanolubricant
composition may have a worked penetration number of
about 245 or between about 245 and about 220 at -29° C.
and about 221 or between about 221 and about 173 at —40°
C. The dielectric nanolubricant composition may provide no
change in resistance. The dielectric nanolubricant composi-
tion may have about a 116° water contact angle. The
dielectric nanolubricant composition may be compatible
with a wide range of elastomers including polycarbonate,
acrylonitrile butadiene styrene (ABS), acrylic, polyether
ether ketone (PEEK), polytetrafiuoroethylene (PTFE),
NYLON, carbon PTFE, nitrile butadiene rubber (NBR),
carboxylated nitrile butadiene rubber (XNBR), hydroge-
nated nitrile butadiene rubber (HNBR), FKM, ETP FKM,
and ethylene propylene diene monomer (EPDM).

Methods of Using a Dielectric Nanolubricant Composition

The dielectric nanolubricant composition may be applied
to or deposited on surfaces in any suitable manner. For
example, the dielectric nanolubricant composition may be
applied to or deposited on surfaces using spray, brush, roller,
dip, pour, or other suitable techniques. In some embodi-
ments, the dielectric nanolubricant composition may be
applied to surfaces to be protected and/or lubricated in a
single layer of <1 mm. Notably, thicker or thinner layers or
films may also be used. One or more additional layers may
also be used. For example, a second layer may be applied on
top of the single layer. In one example, <1 mm of dielectric
nanolubricant composition may provide a multifunctional
protective coating for corrosion protection, high voltage
discharge resistance, extreme temperature protection, excel-
lent lubrication, no curing, no staining, environmentally
friendly (food grade eligible), and chemical inertness.

Example applications of the dielectric nanolubricant com-
position may include various connections/electrical connec-
tions; battery terminal connections; connections exposed to
water, contaminates, or corrosive environments; electrical
plugs; mating surfaces or gaskets of multi-pin electrical
connections; cable connections; flashlights; chassis SAM;
and trailer hitches. The dielectric nanolubricant composition
may be a “one-stop-apply” product for electrical protection
in assembly/maintenance for not only automotive, trucking,
tractors, construction machinery, farming equipment, min-
ing equipment, industrial machinery, business and residen-
tial applications but also for aerospace and utilities indus-
tries. The dielectric nanolubricant composition may extend
electrical component life and save energy by reducing
losses, and providing fault tolerance in electrical/mechanical
maintenance errors due to extended corrosion and electrical
discharge protection without being degraded by harsh envi-
ronments.

While generally described as beneficial in the protection
of electrical systems, the dielectric nanolubricant composi-
tion may also find use in other applications, such as in
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industrial sectors where corrosion protection, lubrication,
chemical inertness, or sustainability.
Other Matters

The invention is capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced or of being carried out in various ways. Also,
it is to be understood that the phraseology and terminology
used herein is for the purpose of description and should not
be regarded as limiting. This disclosure describes various
elements, features, aspects, and advantages of various
embodiments, configurations, and arrangements of nanolu-
bricant compositions, such as dielectric nanolubricant com-
positions, and methods thereof. It is to be understood that
certain descriptions of the various embodiments and such
configurations and arrangements thereof have been simpli-
fied to illustrate only those elements, features and aspects
that are relevant to a more clear understanding of the
disclosed embodiments, while eliminating, for purposes of
brevity or clarity, other elements, features and aspects. Any
references to “various,” “certain,” “some,” “one,” or “an”
when followed by “embodiment,” “configuration,” or
“arrangement” generally means that a particular element,
feature or aspect described in the example is included in at
least one embodiment. The phrases “in various,” “in cer-
tain,” “in some,” “in one,” or “in an” when followed by
“embodiment”, “configuration”, or “arrangement” may not
necessarily refer to the same embodiment. It is to be
understood that those having ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that the elements, features, and aspects presented
in the example embodiments may be applied in combination
with other various combinations and sub-combinations of
the elements, features, and aspects presented in the disclosed
embodiments. It is to be further appreciated that persons
having ordinary skill in the art, upon considering the
descriptions herein, will recognize that various combina-
tions or sub-combinations of the various embodiments and
other elements, features, and aspects may be desirable in
particular implementations or applications. However,
because such other elements, features, and aspects may be
readily ascertained by persons having ordinary skill in the
art upon considering the description herein, and are not
necessary for a complete understanding of the disclosed
embodiments, a description of such elements, features, and
aspects may not be provided. As such, it is to be understood
that the description set forth herein is merely exemplary and
illustrative of the disclosed embodiments and is not intended
to limit the scope of the invention as defined solely by the
claims.

Any numerical range recited herein includes all values
from the lower value to the upper value. For example, if a
concentration range is stated as 1% to 50%, it is intended
that values such as 2% to 40%, 10% to 30%, or 1% to 3%,
etc., are expressly enumerated in this specification. These
are only examples of what is specifically intended, and all
possible combinations of numerical values between and
including the lowest value and the highest value enumerated
are to be considered to be expressly stated in this applica-
tion.

What is claimed is:
1. A dielectric nanolubricant composition, the composi-
tion comprising:

a nano-engineered lubricant additive dispersed in a base,

wherein the nano-engineered lubricant additive comprises
a plurality of solid lubricant nanostructures having an
open-ended architecture and a medium selected from
an organic medium, inorganic medium, polymeric
medium, or combination thereof,
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wherein the medium intercalates and/or encapsulates the
nanostructures, wherein the base comprises a grease or
oil, and wherein the composition is dielectric.

2. The composition of claim 1, wherein at least a portion
of the nanostructures have an average particle dimension of
about a few tenths of a micron or less.

3. The composition of claim 1, wherein the nanostructures
comprise a material selected from the group consisting of
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), cerium fluoride, zinc oxide,
silica, fluorinated carbon, hexagonal boron nitride, calcium
carbonate, calcium fluoride, zirconium oxide, and combina-
tions thereof.

4. The composition of claim 1, wherein the nanostructures
comprise a material selected from the group consisting of
hexagonal boron nitride, polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE), cal-
cium carbonate, zirconium oxide, and combinations thereof.

5. The composition of claim 1, wherein the nanostructures
comprise calcium fluoride or zirconium oxide.

6. The composition of claim 1, wherein the base com-
prises at least one of a silicone oil, silicone grease, lithium
complex grease, lithium grease, calcium sulfonate grease,
silica thickened perfluoropolyether (PFPE) grease, or per-
fluoropolyether (PFPE) oil.

7. The composition of claim 1, wherein the nanostructures
comprise polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), calcium carbon-
ate, silica, or zirconium oxide.

8. The composition of claim 1, wherein the organic and/or
inorganic and/or polymeric medium comprises at least one
material selected from the group consisting of hexane,
heptane, mineral spirit, odorless mineral spirit, acetone,
hydrocarbon oils, mineral oil, paraffin oils, synthetic oils,
petroleum greases, hydrocarbon greases, lithium based
greases, fluoroether based greases, silicones, silicone based
grease or a combination thereof.

9. The composition of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises the nano-engineered lubricant additive in an
amount of 20% by weight or less.

10. The composition of claim 1, further comprising an
organic and/or inorganic medium for dispensing.

11. The composition of claim 10, wherein the organic
and/or inorganic medium comprises at least one of heptane,
hexane, mineral spirits, odorless mineral spirit, acetone,
naphtha, ethyl acetate, toluene, ethylene glycol, isopropanol
alcohol, methanol, ethanol, or MEK.

12. The composition of claim 11, wherein the composition
is in a form of a spray coating.

13. The composition of claim 1, wherein the composition
is in a form of a gel.

14. The composition of claim 1, wherein the composition
has an NLGI grade from #1 to #3.

15. The composition of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises from between 10% to 95% by weight of organic
and/or inorganic greases comprising silicone based grease,
lithium complex grease, lithium grease, silica based perfluo-
ropolyether (PFPE) grease, or calcium sulfonate grease.

16. A method of making a dielectric nanolubricant com-
position, the method comprising:

formulating a nano-engineered lubricant additive com-

prising:

chemo-mechanical milling a solid lubricant feed and a
medium selected from an organic medium, inorganic
medium, polymeric medium, or combination thereof
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to produce a plurality of solid lubricant nanostruc-
tures having an open-ended architecture, wherein the
medium intercalates and/or encapsulates the nano-
structures; and

blending the nano-engineered lubricant additive with a

base to disperse the nano-engineered lubricant additive
in the base, wherein the base comprises a grease or oil,
and wherein the composition is dielectric.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein at least a portion of
the nanostructures have an average particle dimension of
about a few tenths of a micron or less.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the nanostructures
comprise a material selected from the group consisting of
polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), cerium fluoride, zinc oxide,
silica, fluorinated carbon, hexagonal boron nitride, calcium
carbonate, calcium fluoride, zirconium oxide, and combina-
tions thereof.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the nanostructures
comprise a material selected from the group consisting of
hexagonal boron nitride, polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE), cal-
cium carbonate, zirconium oxide, and combinations thereof.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the nanostructures
comprise calcium fluoride or zirconium oxide.

21. The method of claim 16, wherein the base comprises
at least one of a silicone oil, silicone grease, lithium complex
grease, lithium grease, calcium sulfonate grease, silica thick-
ened perfluoropolyether (PFPE) grease, or perfluoropo-
lyether (PFPE) oil.

22. The method of claim 16, wherein the nanostructures
comprise polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), calcium carbon-
ate, silica, or zirconium oxide.

23. The method of claim 16, wherein the organic and/or
inorganic and/or polymeric medium comprises at least one
material selected from the group consisting of hexane,
heptane, mineral spirit, odorless mineral spirit, acetone,
hydrocarbon oils, mineral oil, paraffin oils, synthetic oils,
petroleum greases, hydrocarbon greases, lithium based
greases, fluoroether based greases, silicones, silicone based
grease or a combination thereof.

24. The method of claim 16, wherein the composition
comprises the nano-engineered lubricant additive in an
amount of 20% by weight or less.

25. The method of claim 16, further comprising an
organic and/or inorganic medium for dispensing.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the organic and/or
inorganic medium comprises at least one of heptane, hexane,
mineral spirits, odorless mineral spirit, acetone, naphtha,
ethyl acetate, toluene, ethylene glycol, isopropanol alcohol,
methanol, ethanol, or MEK.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the composition is
in a form of a spray coating.

28. The method of claim 16, wherein the composition is
in a form of a gel.

29. The method of claim 16, wherein the composition has
an NLGI grade from #1 to #3.

30. The method of claim 16, wherein the composition
comprises from between 10% to 95% by weight of organic
and/or inorganic greases comprising silicone based grease,
lithium complex grease, lithium grease, silica based perfluo-
ropolyether (PFPE) grease, or calcium sulfonate grease.
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