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Abstract

This thesis contains my statement of artistry along with photos and materials from both
productions Twelfth Night and Mother F**Ker with the Hat. Also included are links to my

website and current copies of my headshot and resume.
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Personal Statement of Artistry

As an actor it is our duty to dive into the hearts and minds of every character we portray
and tell their story to best of our abilities. Every piece of dramatic literature is different and
requires many skill sets to tackle the complexities of classical and modern works alike. Yet
universally, we strive to find the values of our characters and connect with them, linking our

own experiences with theirs and giving them life on stage.



}

Headshot printed with permission by Jessica Gallegos and Artefact Image Co.
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Damian Dena as Ralph D in Stephen Adly Guirgis’s “The MotherF**ker with the Hat.” Photos taken and
printed with permission by University Theatre. (Top, Bottom)



Damian Dena as Duke Orsino of Illyria in William Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night.” Photo taken and
printed with permission by University Theatre. (Top, Bottom)
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MEET THE CAST

Damian Dena

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Ahearty welcome! Your presence suggests you have an adventurous spirit, for you're
here in spite of (or perhaps hecause of?) this play's startling title,

It's rare to see theatrical exploratians of the struggles of addiction and alcoholism and
its associated behaviors, such a3 mpulse control, emational upheaval, and conflicted,
distarted thinking; that this playwright has found a way o do so with a comic touch anid
vibrant, contemparary “strect-smart” dialogue is a testament te his writing gifts.

While the characters are urban, young adult New Yorkers, thelr desperate quests for
love and peace of mind are universal.

For those of yau who have family and friends who are afficted with addiction, or if it's
something you're persenally grappling with, | hope the journey of this play offers
opportunities for reflection, solace, laughter, and change.

Michael Landrman
Director

University of Arkansas

DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE

Proudly Presents

MOTHERF**KE
WiTH THE HA

Directed by:
MICHAEL LANDMAN

Scenic & Projectic Costume Designe
SHAWN D. IRISH MICHAEL |. RIHA
Lighting Design Design & Criginal Music
JACQUELYN R. COX KEEFER DEAN ROACH
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Program for “The Motherf**ker with the Hat” published by University Theatre pages 1 and 2

Doar Theatra Friands,

Walcame ta Stephen Adly Gulrgis’s prize-winning play, The Mothesr**ker with the Hat
tracenlly nominated for six Tony Awards). This edqy. dark comedy is an important
addion to our studio series. and we are delighted that you have decided ta join us this
evening. If you are discavering the Department of Theatre for the first time, | want fo
welcome you personally fo our theatre and ask that you share with me any thoughts you
might have regaring our productions. We are so extited that you have chosen fo be a
part of our “theatre family” and hope you will cantinue o suppart the amazing work done
by our students, faculty, and staff If you are a seasan ticket holder or a retuming patran,

I want to thank you far your continued suppart. Theatre without you. the audience. is
nothing more than rehearsal. It is your presence and energy that allows our work to come
alive.

Ve recently acquired use of the Global Campus Theatre, and the past & manthis have
seen improvements to the sound and lighting systems that will enhance your audience
experience. Allhough we have mounted smaller svents here, this show is the Department
of Thaatr's first fully praduced prouction in this venua. Nat onby is this porformanes
space a wolcome addifian 1o our Mainstage homa at tha Unersity Thaatra in the Fing
Ats Cenler, Tt now al50 SErves the training of our students, home to performance classes
for our 140 + undergraduate thealre students, 8 well as our company of 25 aclors,
designers, directors. and playwrights in our professianal (raining program. Space has
baan al a pramium ip an campus, and this new space wil allow us 10 present even mara
live theatre apportunities for our students and the arts-sawy audiences of Nortiwest
Arkansas. Aditionally, we are thrilled to have a presence an the beautiful Fayetteville
Square and hope you find the lacation and venue &3 exciting as we to

I do want to address the provarbial alephant in the room — the tille of this play. Some of
you may have chosen to attend this play based on the ttle. Same of you may have been
apprehensive to attend based on the Lile. And same of your friends may have elected not
to atiend based on the file. Althaugh The Motherker with the Hat could be interpreted
&% 8 salacious attempt to incite controversy, | believe the playwright was correct when he
shared his (houghts in an intorvicw: with the

“The tiffa s a blessing and a curse. I's & ourse because somefimes ihar's
where ihe canversation begins and ends, 1¥'s a blessing beeause it's like @
disclaimer. You can'l walk info & play with this tile and be affended. What |
taped for in London and Wew Yark {where i played in 2015 and 2011) is that
wheit yau come and see ihe play you'l have an experience that franscends
your experience of the ik, " Stephen Adly Guiis.

These words convey our hope as well. We believe the messages within the play are
important ta everyone in this roam. The play is not only about addiction or solorul
language or prisen or rehabilitation. As Stephen Adly Guirgis explains, i's about ‘cades of
conduct”:

“When we ‘re younger, our friendships are probably the thiogs that are most
prizad, WE have an organized sef of rutes built around thea that we mastly
follow. But when wo gr older, fife gefs mora compiisated and thuse foyaities
and codes can be broken, i interested in what (s acoeptable behavior
anongst friends.” Stephen Adly Guirgis

Thank you fir your palionage, and | look fanward 1o sasing you at the theatre!

Michael Riha,
Chair of Theatrs

Program for “The Motherf**ker with the Hat” published by University Theatre pages 3 and 4
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Damian Dena [Rzlph 0. is 3 3nd year MFA
Performance Major. He has bean in multiple
productions at the University of  Arkansas
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TheatreSquared. Dther recent credits include &
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he Department of Theatre at the University of
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CAST

Jacki€u i sisaisnssiann s Chrs Hecke.

Ralph D.
Veronica.. o
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Cousin Julio...

weennen.Damien Dena
Guadalupe Campos
Britney Walker-Merritte
<weeeCharlie Radriguez

Place

New York City

p

Time
resent

The Motherfucker with the Hat
will be performed without an intermission.

The videotaping or other video

or audio recording of this production is

strictly prohibited. As a courtesy to ather patrons, PLEASE TURN OFF

CELLPHONES AND OTHER

DEVICES during the performance.

The Motherfucker with

the Hot is presented by special

arrangement with Dramatists Play Services Inc,, New York.

WHO'S WHOINT

Set Besigner andtwas the sssistant Gesigner for the
recent national tour ef Fiddier on the Raof, which
tarred Topal. Fe Is currently the Chair of the
Deparmment of Theatre where he has desizned
sets, projections, and [ighting for over
productions. He s also the author of "Staming
Your Career a5 3 Theatrical Designer: Insights and
Addvice from Leadling Braadway Designers.” Michoel
isa proud member of USA-20

e

Jacquelyn R. Cox {Lighting Designer] is & 3 year
WIF lighting canclidate from Chattanaoga, TH. Sh
halds 2 BA in Palitical Vislencs and Pease Studies
and Thetre. Her previous eredis include Drocuia
Trike: Theatnel, eter and the Starcateher (City
Equity Theatr), The Lictle Mermaid  {Alsbama
Shakespeare Fesmivall, Comie the  Musial
{Birminghom Southernl.  In her time at the
University af arkansas, the has dedgnad Twelfth
sighe, The Foreignes. Godspell, and Tribes. Since
Jacquelyn cannot convince the University of
arkansas 1o let her take the four-year graduate
schoal plan, she inends to mave to HYC and wark
5 an assistant lighting designer. She wowle slso
fie 1o take the union exam and mork ot New
Yark,

Keefor Dean Roach (Sourd Design & Qriginal
Music) s 2 seniar Thestre major from Trumann,

His preicin. suge aredis incude Feste in
Twelfch Nig in Godspell
Awakeing, and The an i Tt & or (uzm Black
B Theatre). He has also camposed original music
and done scund design for Kin, Taking Pictures,
anil N Fxit e Tooks forward to playing Wil in
Green Day's Americon llotin the spring. After
araduating, Keefer plans <o play music a5  part of
the musical guo Trumsnn Rail Boys. He alo
intends to mave ta Mashullle, TH and pursue nius
and entertainment

Alexa K. Smith lAsistant Scenic Cesigner &
Properties Conrdinatar) is & junior theatre major
from Allen, Texas. She has previously dene scenic
chusians for Tolking Pictures 3nd Al
she wias the Ight board operstar for The Forelgner
Ater gradustion, Alexis plans 1o sither atend
araduate scheul or s 0 wark a3
a personal assistant In the teleision and fim
inclustry.

‘Samanthe Burrow {Assistant Costume Desianerd is
a costume technician and designer wha has bee
Iiving and warking in New vork City for the past 8
years. She spent most af her orking as 2
drasser for many Broadway shaws and 3lso worked
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a5 @ draper's assistant in @ Broadway costume
shon. Breadway cresits Incude: Or. Zhivaga, i
the Heights,
[Patti Lupone revival). hiama

Wewsizs. For the past & years, she was morking
at HYU Tisch Sthaol af the Arts as the cestume
shop manzger. Criginally  from  Arkensas,
Samanthe holds her BA, in drama from the
University of Arkansas and an M F.A. in Cestume
Design and Technalagy fram Ghia Universiry.

adam Rase: [Fight Chareographer) b originaly
fram Plane, Tesss. He halds 3 B.A, in Criminal
Justice and Saciology, and is traines e a fight
shoreographer. Presdious eredits af the University
of frkansas are The Cherry Orchord, Tolking
Fletures, As fou Like It end Legally dlonge 3t
Arkansas Fuslic Theatre. In the future, Adam
would like ta continue seting and deing fight
ehorengraphy for stage and film.

Anna Hope [Stage Manager) s 3 natie of
Eentonille, Arkansas. She found her passion for
theatre during 1 produstion of Tommy at the age
ufi3 She continued to learn more abaut cting
as she attended Cottey College untl her
sophomore year of college i A
alumnac opened her epes w the wonderful
world of technical theatre. Since then, Anna has
worked as @ stage manager an seweral shows.
Her favorite productions have included Wit
[Cattey Colleged, The Montaitog [Unkversity of
Arkansas), Chorlle oad the Chocolate Factary
(Trike Theatre] and Hay Fever (University of
Aransosh anna hapes 1o (reate s eareer
working as a stage manager and passibly atend
grad schoal to siudy Drama Therapy.

when a U

Mellssa Fergusen (Assistant Stage Mmgw) s
seniar theatre major Fam Donipha,

helds an A in Specch Commumczion & mmm
fram Thiee Rivers College,  Her previous

backstage credits incluga costums craw for The

Oan Quisate and Amadeus (Theatre Squared)
She alsc appeared onsiage in Godspel, Dur
Tawin, and Jecry Finncoan's Sistee at Three Rivers
Callege. Melissa will erter the University of
Arkansas MAT program in August, and plans &
eventuslly teach high school theatre here in

W,

Program for “The Motherf**ker with the Hat” published by University Theatre pages 7 and 8



Program for “Twelfth Night”
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Program for “Twelfth Night” published by University Theatre pages 1 and 2

Dear Theatre Friends

Welcome to the secand production of aur 2013-16 Mainstage Season, | am certain that
youwill enjoy seeing faculty director Jenny McKnight's rendition of William
Shakespuare's Twal[th Night seLantin liyria, but in New Drlzans during ardi Gras at
the beginning uf the 200 Century. | now they've all had a wonderful lime warldng on
this classic piece and are eager to share it with you,

Lam uflen asked, “How doyou pick yorr season of shovs far the tniversity Theatre?” The
short answer is this. s not easy! When the faculty begins the process of selecting a
season for the University Theatre stage, many, many faetars must be cansidered:
howeser, as an exereise in brovity, Twill anly diseoss twe. Firstand faremest, the
studens who make up the Department of Theatre are our primary concern, s
educarors, we work to identify just the right pieces thar will challenge and inspire our
stutlents (o heeame: the hest healre arlists hey can a ey develop Dheir skills as
dusigners, actors, technicians, directors, and plagwrights. The student hest inlzrusts s
ar frant and cunter as we make our way Ureugh hundreds of seripls erch wesr in
search of the “right” plays and musical. It's no casy task, but onc the faculty tales very
seriously.

and equally important ave you, the audience. We unclerstand there are many
alre options in thi N Arleansas community, and v worl very hard Lo
stand sl amongsLa very exciling crowd. Fim sure e cin 31l agres tha Tive thuatee st
and foremost should be entertaliing, Attending live theatve is a wonderful way to set
asicle the rigors of datly life, which tends to be filled with business meetings, househeld
cheres, paying bills, and soccer practices, These activities monopolize our day and the
iclea of spending a touple of hours in a darkened theatre (with a couple hundred of our
st fFiends!] watching live entertalnment is an excellent respite fram all of these

second,
live

However, we alsa believe that it is our obligation to provide an opportun
audiences to he challenged; Lo be provoked: Lo he inspiced; and ultimately
changed, We hope that by seeing our prisductions - treated by the next generation of
world leaders in the arts and beyand - you are maved to engage in a dialogue about the
world in which we live, and pechaps, even more importandy, the world we will leave to
those yeho come after us. Some of our productions this year will push that envelape in
what | believe ta be @ very healthy and appropriate way,

This year's sasin i an exciting calledion ofworls writlzn by such arlists as Niel
Coward, William Shakespeare, Sarah Ruhfamd Billic Joe Armstrong & Michael Mayer. It
is safe to say that most of our audience menibers will know one or perbaps same, but
most likely not all of those authors. What is also safe ta say s that cach shew this
season will entertain, challenge, and delight audience members at all ages, interests,
and backgrounds. There is truly something for everyone.

Thank you fisr your patronage and hape s see you at the theatre!

7RI

Michasl |. Riha
Chair of Theatr
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Staff for the Production

Stage Manager . Cola Wimpos
Assistant Slage Manage . Molly Hendren
Makeup Desiger............ Ashiey Nolen
Assistant Costume Designer. .-Melissa Hal

Fight Ghorcography... Damian Dena, Adam Rose
Text Consultant. ‘Grant Goodman
Original Music Composer... . Keefer Roach
Dance Consultant. <. Nikki Andersen
Musie Assistant... _.Grant Addison
Properties Master Joshua Samaniego
Charge Aftist....... _Joseph Farley
Master Elocirician.... ~."Emily Clarkson
Lighting Board Operalar............Ashton Boschart
Sound Board Operator. Emily Rigas

CultersiDrapers. Samantha Burrow,
Valerie Lane
First Hands ... ... Ruby Kemph,

Robin Ckimola
Stitehers. ... Madi Bell, Melissa Ferguson,
Hannah Latham, Rebecea Lockiin

Kayla White, Students of StageTech |

and Production Practicum

SceniciLighting Staff Jacob Hofer,
Emily Clarkson. Jacquelyn Cox

Elljah Dewitt. Jnseph Fariey,

Jahnathan Jarman, Kiah Kayser

Joshua Samaniega, Breanna Wright

Ci Maryclaire Allen,

Projection Operatar. ... ... Lamar Crasby
Run Crew.............. Tucker Partidge.lan Pressler,
Lauryn Waller

Wardrobe Crew Head Jeremy Stuthard
Wardrobe Crew................... Melissa Ferpuson.
Katey Martin, Lizzie Reimer,

Kane Balley, Chandler Bimmingham. Ashtan
Boschert. Matt Clothier. Greg Crosby Aimee
Espenschiod, Mellssa Forguson, Anna
Knight. Austin Lenaburg, Khalan Marel
Tucker Partridge, lan Pressler, Emily Riggs.
Flexa Smith. Sid Tanner, Kayla White,
Wadiean Wood

HalriMakeup Grew.

Chair of Theatre.......
Vice-Chair of Thealre
Theatre Office Manager..
Production Manager.
Technical Director.
Scene Shop Manager.
Costume Shop Manager.
Theatre Business Manager..
Box Office/Front of House..

Starlite Stramer, Jocelyn Wulf
- ......Slera Chavez,
Maddie Watkins

Special Thanks To...
Jason Burrow, David Furr, Ruby Kemph, Robin Okimoto

UNON -
HARCARE

Staff for the Department of Theatre
_...Michael J. Riha Theatre Facully............
_Palricia J. Martin avaurneen Diryer, Kale Frank,
.Barbara J. Springer Amy Herzberg, Morgan Hicks,
Joseph Millett Shawn Irish, Michael Landman
Westan WWilkerson \alerie Lane, Gall Lefwich,
Brandon Hickman Patricia J. Martin, Steven Marzolf,
... Valerie Lane Jenny McKnight, Joseph Millett,
... Ashley Cohea Michael J. Riha. Les Wade,
Michaela Comway. Weston Wilkerson, Erika Wilhite
Meghan McEnry, Paul belnnis

Coming Up in the Spring....
The Matherf**ker with the Hat Eurydice by Sarah Ruhl
by Stephen Adly Gurgis, February 4-7 February 19-28
Glabal Campus Theatre, 2 E Center St University Theatre, fine Arls Center

Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen

Adapted hy Christopher Shinn, March 10-13
Studio 404, Kimpel Hall

Green Day's American idiot
April 15-24
University Theatre, Fine Arts Conter

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

When preducing a play by William Shakespeare, many
directors choose to set the play in a more contemporary
time and place than the playwright intended, to
illuminate the themes, relationships and spirit of the
play to a modern audience, I've chosen New Orleans: a
vibrant waterfront city, prone to storms, with a rich
cultural heritage and adventurous, fun-loving,
passionate and resilicnt people,

During the early years of the 20t century, folks of all
ethnic and cultural backgrounds lived together in what
Jazz musician and New Orleans historian Winton
Marsalis calls not a “melting pot,” but a “gumbe.” At that
time, Jazz was beginning to emerge as a musical form in
its own right, improvised from origins in blues and
ragtime. And the social structure of those in power and
those who served them was extremely important. Not to
mention New Orleans carnivals, the history of legal
prostitution in Storyville, gambling, jazz funerals, the
French Quarter, The Garden District, mariners, pirates
As we rchearsed the play and honed our design ideas,
we uncovered even more parallels between 19005 New
Orleans and Shakespeare’s Illyria.

Thanks for joining us - we hope you'll enjoy the trip as
much as we havel
- Jenny McKnight

_Jason Burrow,

MEET THE CAST
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GETTING TO KNOW...
Kiah Kayser, Scenic & Projection Designer

Who Is Kiah Kayser?

| am is a second year MFA scenic design candidate from a tiny town in Minnesota
that my friends enjoy calling “sauth Canada.” | love hanging out with the grad
family here in Arkansas and shamelessly watching How to Get Away with Murder.
Alsa | would like to extend the biggest shout out and gratitude towards the
grad/shop fFamily, They are truly some of the most supportive people I know.

How did you get interestad in design?
| grew up doing community theatre with my family and building sets with my dad.
That's where that theatre bug first really bit. What really got me Interested in
design was taking a theatre practicum class in my undergrad at lowa State
University, | got to paint every sa often and | showed interest in it, so they hired
me 16 wark in the scene shop the next year. | kept painting and then pecple
wanted me ta design, | fell in love with the idea of having to create an exciting
world for the actors to work in while still supporting the story.

What do you wish people knew/understood about scenic design?

| wish people knew that putting on a show takes an insane amount of people
working together. There are so many people that work on each show, that have a
stakein it. They all have to make decisions while keeping in mind the other
people they are working with and also trying to stay true to how they want to tell
the story. It's insane, but very wonderful and rewarding at the same time because
there s such a sense of achievernent when Tt is all put together.

If you could design any show, what would it be and why?
If I could design any show, | would love to do Macbeth, Lam a big fan of
Shakespeare and being able to deal with the magic and turmeil of Macheth would
be guite fun. Iwould also really love to do Guys and Dolls because | have never
done a musical before and that show is so fun and has this nice classic sense to it.

What do you plan to do after you receive your MFA?
After | graduate | plan on working as a freelance painter/designer for a while and
then hopefully teaching.

If you were not in theatre, what would you want to do?

11 were not in theatre, | would lowe to at least be teaching. Seeing others
discover things and really et those thing "click” is a fascinating process. Seeing
the lab students work and learn in the theatre has brought me such joy. Their
energy and passion reminds me constantly of why | wanted to do theatre in the
first place.
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WHO'’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTION

Jacquelyn R. Cox {Lighting Designer) is
from Chattanooga, TN. She is a 3rd
Year MFA Lighting Designer with her
BA Political Violence and Peace Studies
previous
include Drocufa, Trike Theatre; Peter
and the Starcatcher, City  Equity
Theatre; The Little Mermaid, Alabama
Shakespeare  Festival  {ALD); The
Foreigner, University o
Arkansas; Carrie the Musical,
Birmingham-Southern; Godspeli,

University  of  Arkansas; and Tribes,
University of  Arkansas.  Since
Jacquelyn can't canvince the university
ta let her take the four-year graduate
schaol plan, she plans to move ta New
York City ta work as an assistant
lighting designer. She would like to
take the union exam and work out of
New York!

and Theatre. Her credits

Jacob Hofer {Sound Designer) is a 3rd
year MFA Lighting Design Candidate
from Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He
holds a B.S. in Theatre from South
Dakota State University, He served as
Lighting Designer at SDSU and was the
Lighting Head at Prairic Repertory
Theatre for the past three summers.
He previously designed lighting for The
Chairs, Kin, and As You Like it at the
University of Arkansas. In the future
he plans to move to Chicago or
Minneapolis and pursue a professional
career in Lighting Design.

Kiah Kayser (Scenic & Projection
Designer) is a second year MFA scenic
design candidate who is fram a small
tawn in Minnesota... or as athers like

GETTING TO KNOW.

o call it, "south Canada." Her recent
credits at University of Arkansas
include her scenic design for Chairs.
Kiah got her BA from lowa State
University where some of her design
credits include: Romeo and fulfet, A
Steady Rain, and God of Carnage
After graduation she plans to
became a professional scenic painter
and designer,

Patricia Martin (Costume Designer)
is a professor, vice chair and head of
design for the Department of
Theatre at the University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville, She has
designed castumes for the Southern
Theatre Festival, Arkansas Repertory
Theatre, TheatreSquared, |daho
Repertory Theatre, Idaho Theatre for
Youth, the University of Idahe, and
Tulsa University. She has also worked
professionally in New York as a
draper's assistant on a variety of
Broadway productions and as a
cutter for the Colorada Shakespeare
Festival and the Utah Shakespearean
Festival. Patricia is the recipient of
three ACTF design awards and
served as Costume Design and
Technolegy Commissioner for USITT
from 2002 to 2006,

Ashley Nolen (Makeup Designer) is a
senior Theatre major from Little
Rock, Arkansas. She was recently
seen an the University Theatre stage
as Judith in Noel Coward's Hay Fever.
After graduation she plans to stay in
Fayetteville to pursue acting and
design locally.

Jenny McKnight, Director

Who is Jenny McKnight?

I'm a director, actor, teacher, wife, daughter, sister, sports fan, introvert,
pescatarian, avid reader, seeker of balance in all things. Not necessarily in

that order.

What made you decide to join the faculty here at the University of

Arkansas?

I really like the emphasis on collaboration, teamwork, and respect for each
individual's contributions in the approach to classes and productions here
at UA. That isn't always part of every educational environment, but it fuels

our Theatre Department.

What is your favorite thing about this production?
Collaborating with the amazing students who are involved, and watching
them create a team that's dedicated to honest, clear, innovative

storytelling = s been a joy.

Do you prefer acting or directing? Why?
That's like asking a parent to choose their favorite child ! | love them bath

equally, in different ways. 'm grateful for t
directing skills and further explore the ways in which my acting experiences
and vice-versa.

inform my directing approaches

opportunity to develop my

If you could play any role in the world, what would it be?
A Tennessee Williams heroine: Alma Winemller, Hannah Jelkes, Blanche

DuBais...

If you could direct any show, what would it be and why?
A Harold Pinter play: Ofd Times, The Birthday Party, Betrayal

If you could tell the audience one thing before they see this show, what

would it be?

r'd thank each of them for investing the next few haurs in a real-time,
ephemeral, shared experience. I'd invite them to leave the outside waorld

in the world of L

for awhile and fully immerse
{and their own) imagination
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CAST

Damian Dena

Orsino, Duke of Hiyria

Valentine, o gentleran attending on the Duke.,
Curio, a gentleman attending on the Duke .

Oliviz, a rich Cotints

JGrant Addison
Kane Bailey

hanie Faatz-Murry

Sir Toby Belch, uncle to Oiivio,

Bill Rogers

Waria, h o Offvia,

Britney Walker-Merritte

Malvolio, steward to Ofivia

Chris Hecke

Sir Andrew Aguechs

k, o suitor to Olivia

Colin Bennett

Fabian, servant fo Qlivia.

17 Gentlewaman, attendant to Qiivia

2™ Gentl

Trey Smith
Maggic Harris

Viola/Cesaria, a shipwrecked young waman....

Sebastian, brother to Vioia.

man, attendant to Olivia

Tyla Gibson

. Guadalups Campos
Elijah Dewitt

Sea Captain, rescuer ta Viok

Matt Clothier

Antonio, o sea captain ond rescuer of Sebastion

ician

Feste, u clown ond m

Ross Wagner

Keefer Dean Roach

Priest.

lan Bean

“Storyville Girl", prostitute from the Storyville District.
“Storyville Girl” prostitute from the Storyville District....

Camila Restrepo
Maryclaire Allen
Sid Tanner

Jordan Martin

SETTING
New Orleans, Louisiana. Turn of the 20th Century.

Twelfth Night will be performed in twoe acts,
with one 10-minute Intermission.

The video taping or other vides or audio recording of this production is
strictly prohibited. As a courtesy to other patrans, PLEASE TURN OFF
CELLPHONES AND OTHER DEVICES during the performance.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTION

Bill recently appeared in Todd Taylor's
The Jefferson Bottles with the Block 5t.
Theatre Co. University of Arkansas
credits include The Foreigner, Kin,
Time Stands Stiff, Transiations and She
Stoops To Conguer. His Narthwest
Arkansas credits include the Dupont
serics, Radio Dazed: Droculo vs. Old
Man Winter  {Ceramic Cow
Productions), Alley 38 (The Artist's
Laboratory Theatre), Cat on @ Hot Tin
Roof, Guys and Dolls, Anne of the
Thousand Days {Arts Center of the
Ozarks) and  numerous  other
productions. Film credits include Your
Local News, Neapolitan and Gordon
Family Tree. Following graduation, Bill
hopes to pursue a career as an actor as
well as teach andfor work at a
performing arts center,

Trey Smith (Fabian} is a sophomare
from Fayetteville, Arkansas. Previous
credits include East, Lendall, and Chad
in Almost, Maine and Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in The Mountaintop
(University of Arkansas} Seaweed in
Hairspray Jr. (Arts Live Theatre) Jimmy
in Almost, Maine (Fayetteville High
School). Trey plans to go to graduate
school and abtain a Masters of Fine
Arts in Acting, then pursue an acting
career doing regional theatre,
sid Tanner (1" Officer) is from
Lewisville, Texas where he received an
associate’s degree from Callin County
Community College. He has been at
the University for 2 years, His previous
credits include Bill Sykes in Oliver,
Doody in Grease, Jack in Any Number

Can Die, and Gus in The Dumb
Waiter. Sid plans to be a performer
after he graduates,

Ross Wagner (Antonio) is a senior
double major in Biclogy and Theatre
from waldron. He has his Bachelor's
degree in Broadcast Journalism, and
was previously seen in The Tempest
with the Crude Mechanicals, and The
Cherry Orchard, and Godspelf at the
University of Arkansas. He will be
perfarming in the spring praductian
of American idiot.

Britney  Walker-Merritte  (Maria}
Britney is extremely excited to have
the opportunity to work on this
show! She is original from Houston,
Texas. She holds a BA in
Drama/Tv/Film from Oral Roberts
University, a certificate from Los
Angeles Film Studies, and is now in
her last year pursuing an MFA in
Acting from University of Arkansas
Before moving to Fayetteville, she
appeared as Aunti Mimi in The
Unmentionables and Ariel in The
Tempest (Playhouse Theatre). At the
University of Arkansas, her credits
include Pecala in Bluest Eye, Camae
in The Meuntaintop, Karen in Foar
Relations, Varya in The Cherry
Orchard, Intisar in The Veil, and Kay
in Kin. This spring you will be able
the see her in The Motherf**ker with
the Hot and American idiot. After
graduating, she plans to move back
to Houston, Texas to launch her
acting and spoken word poetry
career.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTION

Maggie Harris (1" Gentlewoman) is a
junior Theatre major from Fayetteville,
Arkansas. She was previously seen in
Muich Ado About Nothing with the Arts
Center of the Ozarks. This is her first
University of Arkansas show.

Chris Hecke [Malvalio) is from Sao
Paulo, Brazil. He has a BA in Theatre
from North Greenville University.
Recently, he was seen in Block St.
Theatre Co.'s Jefferson Bottles; Spring
Awakening, and Hay Fever at the
University Theatre and a he is a
member of Redeo Book Club, a local,
long-form, Improv Troupe. He will
appear in The MotherF**ker with the
Hat, as Jackie at the Global Campus
Theatre. He plans to audition at UPTA
and SETC, and he plans to mave to Los
Angeles

Jordan Martin (2" Officer) is a sanior
Broadcast Journalism major with a
minor in theatre, This is his first main
stage shaw with the UT, but has been
in many roles throughout high school
and college. He was recently seen in
Almast, Maine as Phil and Jimmy. He
also played Revered David Lee in the
Foreigner at the University of the
Qzarks. Jordan has been waorking with
the theatre department to produce
show promos that have been shared
across sacial media. If you saw the Hay
Fever or Twelfth Night promos, that
was him! Jordan wants to be a
filmmaker and believes that the acting
experience will help him in the
industry. His first film will be a
documentary following the production

process of Eurydice. He and his film
partner Calin Bennett will premiere
the film next fall

Camila Restrepa [Staryville Girl} is
from Fayetteville, Arkansas. She is a
lunior  English major, and  was
previously working as Assistant Stage
IManager for the Cherry Orchard, and
The Foreigner. She was last seen as
‘Anather Woman' in “The River” with
Qzark Blackbox Theatre Group.

Keefer Dean Roach (Feste) is a
seniar Theatre major from Trumann,
AR. His previous credits are Jesus in
Godspell, Otta in $pring Awakening
(University of Arkansas), Feste in
Twelfth Night, Friar  Laurence/
Prince/Chorus in Remeo ond Juliet
[Crude Mechanicals), and The Man in
The River {Ozark Black Box Theatre),
He has also composed original
compositions and done sound design
for Kim, Tolking Pictures, and Mo
£x7t. He looks forward to playing will
in American [diatin the spring here
at the University of Arkansas. Keefer
wants ta move to Nashville, TN after
he graduates to pursue a career in
music or any other form of
parformance art.

Bill Rogers (ir Toby Belch) is a 3"
year MFA acting candidate originally
from Memphis, TN. Recent regional
credits TheatreSquared
productions of Amadeus, The Quest
for Don Quixote (2015 Arkansas New
Play Festival), Superior Donuts, Sons
of the Praphet, and Sundown Town.

include

WHO’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTICN

Jenny  McKnight (Directar) is an
Instructor in the Department of
Theatre, teaching Acting Il, Acting for
the Camera, and Theatre Appreciation.
As a professional actar, Jenny spent
nearly 20 years based in Chicago, and
performed at theatres around the
country  including the Goodman
Thestre, ~ Steppenwolf  Theatre,
Northlight Theatre, Victory Gardens
Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory
Theatre, Indiana Repertory Theatre,
Actors Theatre of Louiswille, Arizona
Theatre  Company, Kansas City
Repertory, and many others. Last
Spring,  Jenny  made  her
TheatreSquared debut in  Superior
Donuts. Jenny has also taught classes
at Indiana University, Oklahoma City
University, The University of Alabama,
and Wabash College. She is very
grateful to have landed in Fayetteville

among  such  courageous  and
imaginative students|
Grant Addison (valentine] is from

Cabot, Ar. He is a senior, and was
previausly scen in into The Woods at
Cabat High Schoal, and Annie and High
Schoo/  Musical at  the  Cabot
Community Theatre. He plans to work
in Washington D. C. and then he will
go tolaw school

Maryclaire Allen (Storyville Girl} is a
junior theatre major. She is a transfer
student and this is her debut on the
University Theatre stage! Her favorite
credits include: Millie Dillmount in
Thoroughly Mocdern Millie, Amber Von
Tussle in Hairspray, Paige Allen in

Project Eian, ludas in Godspell, and
Liesl Von Trapp in The Sounds of
Music. She is thrilled to be working
with this cast and crew. A huge
thank you to my family, friends, and
Missy Gipson, they are truly my
inspiratian!

Kane Bailey (Curio) is a junior
Theatre major. This is his first
production at the University of
Arkansas. In the future, he hopes to
make it, as all actors do.

lan Bean [Priest) is a junior Theatre
major fram Stilwell, Oklahoma. This
is his Mainstage debut, but he was
previously seen in Beauty and The
Beast at Stilwell High School. He
plans to teach theatre in a high
school or callege, and then move to
Los Angeles to pursue an acting
career,

Colin  Bennett  (Sir  Andrew
Aguecheek) is in his last year of
school at the University of Arkansas
where he is majoring in Journalism,
and minaring in Theatre. This is his
7th production with the U of A with
some of his appearances
being: George Hastings in She Stoaps
to  Conquer, David  Lee in The
Foreigner, Sylius in As You Like
i, The Orator InThe Chairs, and
more, After graduating in the spring
he wishes to pursue an MFA in
Acting and eventually move to
Chicago to find work there. He hopes
you enjoy the show and thanks for
coming!

earlier
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THE STORY OF TWELFTH NIGHT, OR WHAT YOU WILL

Orsing, the Duke of lllyria, is in love with the Countess Ol

Sheisin

mourning for the death of her brother, so she rejects Orsino’s suit.
Anather young waman, Viala, has just survived a shipwreck and
washes up on lliyria’s shore, fearing that her twin brother has died in
the storm at sea. Viala decides to dress as a boy to get work as an

attendant to Duke Orsino.

Orsino sends his new servant “Cesario” [Viola in disguise as a boy) to
waa Olivia on his behalf. Viola goes unwillingly, as she has already
fallen in love with Orsino. Olivia is attracted to “Cesario” and she
sends her butler, Malvalio, after “him” with the gift of a ring.

Olivia's uncle, Sir Toby Belch, her servant Maria, and Sir Toby’s
wealthy but gullible friend, Sir Andrew Aguecheek {who is also haping
to woo Olivia) all plot to expose the self-righteous, sanctimenious
Malvolia. Maria forges a letter that tricks Malvolio into thinking that
his mistress Olivia loves him. Malvolio appears dressed ridiculously,
smiling and behaving strangely as he was told to in the letter
Unaware of the trick, Olivia is horrified and has Malvolia imprisoned

as a madman.

Meanwhile Viela's twin brother, Sebastian, having survived the
shipwreck, comes to lllyria accompanied by his rescuer Antonio, who
is a wanted man in lllyria. Sir Andrew challenges Sebastian to a duel
(thinking he is “Cesaric”) and Olivia elopes with Sebastian {thinking he

is *Cesario”}.

Finally, the twins encounter each other, astonishing everyone in town.
“Cesario” reveals that “he” is actually Viela, and she and Sebastian
celebrate their reunion. The play ends as Orsino welcomes Olivia

and Sebastian. Then, acknowledging his own attraction to Cesario, he
promises that once she is dressed as a woman again they, too, will be
married. Feste sings a final song to conclude the play's action, and
invites the audience to celebrate the restoration of balance to the

world of the play.
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PRODUCTION

Guadalupe Campos (Viola/Cesario) is a
3rd year MFA Acting candidate at the
University of Arkansas. Recent credits
include ensemble and  understudy
rales in Amadeus, Harmlet
[TheatreSquared) The Quest for Don
Quixote and Just Like Us (NWA New
Play Festival). University of Arkansas
credits include The Cherry Orchard,
Kin, Time Stonds Still, and The Clean
House (University of Arkansas) Romeo
and luliet, The Tempest, Othells, The
Seagull Three Musketeers, The
Balcony, Seme Girls, and Droculs
{University of Texas El Paso). She is a
member of "5 Menths Pregnant”, a
local long form improv group and has
studied at the UBC Training Center in
NYC. Guadalupe holds a BFA in Theatre
from the University of Texas El Paso.
She will appear in the University of
Arkansas' spring production of The
Motherf* *er With the Hat.

Matthew Travis Clathier (Sea Captain)
is a junior from Little Rock, Arkansas.
He is a Theatre major with a Business
minor. He was previously seen in the
Cherry Orchard, The Foreigner, and in
the City Hunt Improv group.

Damian Dena (Orsinio) is a 3nd year
MFA Performance Major and has been
in previous University of Arkansas

productions including Tribes, Time
Stands  Still, Peor  Relation  and
The Cherry Orchard

Elijah DeWitt (Sebastian) is a native
Arkansan and a seniar in the Theatre
Department. Previous University of

Arkansas credits include ensemble
cast for The Cherry Orchard, and The
Forefgmer, Llighting Coordinator for
God of Carnage, Backstage Crew
Chief for «in, and Lght Board
Operatar  far  Godspell.  After
graduating, Elijah intends to pursue a
career in the theatre as an actor,
designer, director, and playwright so
that, hopefully, one will stick

Stephanie Faatz Murry {Olivia) is a
native of Rochester, NY and a 3rd
year MFA Acting candidate. She
holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from
SUNY Fredonia and has worked
professionally with companies such

as Playhouse on the Square,
Charleston  Stage, Black  Hills
Playhouse, ~ Nebraska  Theatre

Caravan, Hampstead Stage Company
and Gyeongal English Village in South
Korea, Previous University of
Arkansas credits include She Stoops
ta Conquer, As You Like It, Godspell
and The Foreigner. In her spare time,
she teaches Yoga and Zumba. After
graduation, she plans to continue
performing and teaching.

Tyla Gibson (2" Gentlewoman] is a
senior Journalism and Theatre major
at the University of Arkansas. This is
her secand production with the
Theatre Department. Her latest
project was Afmast Maine where she
played Gayle, Waitress, and Suzette.
She will graduate this upcoming
spring. Her plans after graduation
are to move to Los Angeles to pursue
her acting career,
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Use of Department of Theatre production programs, photos, and publicity
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The University of Arkansas Department of Theatre grants permission for students seeking a BA or MFA in our
department to use programs, photos, and publicity materials for productions in which they participated for the
purpose of advancing their academic or professional careers. This permission includes both electronic and print
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may not be altered in any way from the original PDF format provided by Department of Theatre. Photos may be
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