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LIST OF SPECIES COLLECTED (Nomenclature is largely in accordance with Smith, An Atlas and Annotated List of Vascular Plants of Arky,

sas, University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, 592 pp., 1978.)
Apiaceae

Eryngium yuccifolium Michx. Rattlesnake Master
Asclepiadaceae

Asclepias hirtella (Pennell) Woodson  Milkweed
Asteraceae

Aster pilosus Willd, White Heath Aster

Boltonia diffusa Ell.

Coreopsis tinctoria Nutt.  Tickseed

Eupatorium rotundifolium L.

Helianthus angustifolius L. Sunflower

Heterotheca graminifolia (Michx,) Shinners Grass-leaved

Golden Aster

Hieracium longipilum Torr.

Lactuca canadensis L.  'Wild Lettuce

anu pycnostach ya Michx. Blazing Star
L (Walt.) D. C. False Dandelion

Rudbn.tm Im'u L. Black-eyed Susan

.fcmm fomentosus Mich:

A4, L (‘! A

Suﬁdngo bp!omphah T.& G. Goldenrod

Solidago nemoralis Ait. Old Field Goldenrod

Solidago rugosa Ait. Rough-leaved Goldenrod

Vernonia missurica Ral. Tronweed
Campanulaceae

Lobelia puberula Michx, var. mineolana E. Wimm, Big Blue

Lobelia

Convolvulacese
Cuscuta cuspidata Engelm. Dodder

Cyperaceae
Cyperus ovularis (Michx.) Torr. Hedgehog Club Rush
Cyperus strigosus L.

Eleocharis tenuis (Willd.) Schultes var. verrucosa Svenson
Rhynchospora globularis (Chapm.) Small

Euphorbiaceae
Crotonopsis elliptica Willd.
Euphorbia corollata L. Flowering Spurge

Fabaceae
Cassia fasciculata Michx. Partridge Pea
mmodlnm ciliare (Muhl.) D. C. Begger's Lice
L c (D 1G.Don Sericea Lespedeza
Lupm'm repens (L.) Bart. Creeping Bush Clover
Lespedeza striata (Thunb.) H. & A. Japanese Lespedeza
Strophostyles umbellata (Willd.) Britt.
Stylfosanthes biflora (L.) B.S.P. Pencil Flower
Tephrogsia virginiana (L.) Pers. Goat's Rue

Hypericaceae
Hypericum drummondii (Grev. & Hook.) T. & G. Nits-and-lice
Juncaceae
Juncus marginatus Rostk.
Lamiaceae
Prunella vulgaris L. Self-heal
Pycnunfhmnm mnm'ulll (Michx,) Pers, Mountain Mint
if Schrad. Slender Mountain Mint

Melastomataceae
Rhexia mariana L. Meadow Beauty
Orchidaceae
Spiranthes cernua (L.) Richard Common Ladies' Tresses
Plantaginaceae
Plantago virginica L. Hoary Plantain
Poaceae
Andropogon gerardi Vitman  Big Bluestem
Andropogon ternarius Michx.  Split-beard Bluestem
Andropogon virginicus L. Broumsedge
Panicum ps Michx. k i
Panicum scoparium Lam. anm Panic
Paspalum floridanum Michx. Florida Paspalum
Paspalum laeve Michx. Field Paspalum
Setaria geniculata (Lam,) Beauv. Knotroot Bristlegrass
Sorghastrum avenaceum (Michx.) Nash Indian Grass
Tridens flavus (L,) Hitche. Purpletop
Tridens strictus (Nutt,) Nash  Longspike Tridens

Polygalaceae

Polygala sanguinea L. Milkwort
Polygonaceae

Rumex acetosellaL. Sheep Sorrel
Rubiaceae

Diodia teres Walt. Rough Buttonweed
Hedyotis caerulea (L.) Hook Bluets

Scmphull.rincua
(Walt.) Robi Water Hyssop
Buchnera americanaL. Blue Hearts
Castilleja coceinea (L.) Spreng.  Indian Paintt

Gerardia fasciculata Ell. Gerardia
Gerardia viridis Small
Valerianaceae
Valerianella radiata (L.) Dufr. Corn Salad
Violaceae
Viola sagittata Ait.  Arrow-leaved Violet

DONALD E. CULWELL, Depr. of Biology, University of Central Ark Conway, Ark 72032

A CONTINUATION OF SPIDER RESEARCH IN ARKANSAS: GULF COASTAL PLAINS

For the past 13 years, h has been p d ing the spider fauna of Arkansas. At the present time, 231 species of spiders have
been reported for Arkansas by Dorris (1972, 1977). This study revealed 235 species, 14 of which were new for the state, This is the second of 8
series of studies which will include a total of six arcas: Ozark Mountains, Arkansas River Valley, Ouachita Mountains, Gulf Coastal Plain,
Delta, and Crowleys Ridge. The first, included the Ouachita Mountain Area (Dorris, 1977), and this paper presents the spider fauna of the Gull
Coastal Plains Area of Arkansas (Fig. 1). Eventually, when all areas are covered, the spider fauna of the entire state of Arkansas can be ascer-
tained with relation to distribution.

Methods of collecting used in the Gulf Coastal Plains Area were the same as those used in the Ouachita Mountain Area (Dorris, 1977); (1)
heavy duty sweep net to sweep grasses and heavy brush; (b) sieve to sift leaf litter; (c) hatchet for choppmg bark off lrua. (d) hand picking from
bushes, ground and old dwellings or other places; (3) mud-dauber nest collections to reveal paral mud-daubers; and ()

night q:n( l.q,hnng
i were | d in screw cap bottles with 70% ethyl alcohol. A field book was kept to identify bottle numbers and check

stations l.nd to record other peﬂinm! data,

For complete coverage of the Gulf Coastal Plains, check stations were established in the eastern, I, and ions of the ared
(Fig. 1). These check stations were covered from July, 1978 through December, 1979 using all collecting methods. Each station was checked three
or more times to insure complete coverage.

Names used are those employed by Comstock (1948), Kaston and Kaston (1953), and Gertsch (1949). The arrangement of specimens exam®
ined is that of Kaston and Kaston (1953).
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General Notes

1. Donaldson, Hot Spring County
2. Randall, Cleveland County
3. Columbus, Hempstead County
4. Fordyce, Dallas County
5. Fulton, Hempstead County
| 6. White Oak Lake, Ouachita County
7. Garland City, Miller County
8. ElDorado, Union County
| Figure 1. Map of West Gulf Coastal Plains Showing Check Stations
Specimens Examioind
Rate Station ollecting
Taxon Collected Code s Code san Habitat
Theraphonidan Dotynidan
Pugesiella hantzi Walckenasr 10::1:'.:;: ; r Roadelde :r.qm Aublafs  (Hentz) :uu;u 7 5 Forest
10/7 r Rosdside etiynt voluchiped Eeysarld 10/25/19 5 3 Forwut
11418779 5 r Roads Lde &m annulipes muml'l'f 10/12/78 1 s Foeest
efynt segregeln  Certsch &
twcobiidan Mulaik 11118179 7 5 Forast
Oecobius celloniotum Duges 11179 2 5 Forast /719 # L] Forest
12/10/79 a SN Forest
Gnaphowldae
Seytedidae Cedonda bilineata  (Mante) 12/19/18 2 5K
Sotodes thoaselea (Latrielle) I.‘lf-!}! | r Building Hexpylius vasifer (Malekenant) 7/15/78 3 L]
10/13/78 2 r Building 6/1317% [ 5N
:;n;;n : r Bullding mumﬁ ns:mm (u—mmn;) Nugl 3 o
11178 r Building 6/10/78 4 =
6/18/79 7 r Muilding Duasbylis covensis Exline B/24/79 [ 58
Lowsacedes necluss Certsch b Dazssylis mephisfo Chambers 11/18/79 1 )
Mulalk 8/10/78 1 r Tudlding Trasaylus {allens Chambers 12/19/78 H 54
9/16/78 4 r Building Drasayfus caeolus  Chambers &
10/10/79 [} ¥ Building . ! : Gartsch  3/7/78 1 1]
12/3/7% ] ¥ Building 9 7 (Walck ) ;j*:ﬂ: : s
1 5
Filtstatidae Guaphosa sexdcata (L. Koch) s/ 2 s
Filistata hibeanalis (Ments) S/7/70 1 r Puilding sfa0/1% # 5w
15/ 1 P Building letotes ""ﬁh‘ Barrous s/a1/18 2 L]
/e 3 * Bullding Catlitepls imbecilla
8112419 [} r Building (Keyserling)  6/10/79 L} s
:’*tl_'::' : X iy o Clublentdas
ol g, ) hiracanthium {nclusum  (Hents) &/LL/7H . B Weadside
fazurabiides 6/15/19 7 S8 eadaide
e Lacty fsaali) 217/ 5 S e Castianeira o (e AW 8 o rear
2 11/18/1% 1 SH Koadsid a4 idanid ipt *
Vitaatas s ) g;;};n 1 5. Soredt *Castiancirg geatschi Kastom  6/13/719 7 M Roadside
wniymn L] L] Foruat
Dysdnridaw
\ bicolon  (Hents) /e 1 SN Roadutide c&&mm Kesh 2713478 3 o Bedetds
Lyssoasnidas JLastiansing vulneres Gertsch  4/11/18 4 5N Readeide
Lysiomanes vinidis Ments 10735179 1 SN Rosdside &‘m“ rreotrpt i """'(‘Lm’ H}ﬁ}:, > . Mateias
Coontsidan Clubions pbeda  Ments 8/i0/18 1 S8 Resdaide
it R B muw, 4 & e
12710118 1 SN Roadaide
e - S A
/16470 & M Roaduide 5/30/79 H ] Noadsids
LT ] (] L] Roaduide *Clibiona aiparis  Koch BI18178 7 o Toadside
Moletdse . Clubions excepts  Eoch 10/13/78 1 5 Hosdulde
Pholews pratangiodes (Pussslin) 8/10/78 4 r Bullding Clublonz moesta Baiika 10/15/78 1 M Doadside
:;ﬁ:;: : r m:::al Agroeca paaterdda (Paerean) ;ﬁiﬁ: ; :: ﬁ':'
3 Bulldi sidn
" Mancellina piscatonda (Mestz)  13/10/78 2 SN Roadside
Mabridae Trachelos thanguilfus (Hests)  9718/78 A M Roadside
Myptintes cavatos  (imntz) 10/25/19 3 r Building BIIA[TH ] 81 Forest
s 11716779 1 r Dudlding Thachelos Laticeps Brysat 5/30/7% (] 80 kosdsida
bouis amenicanus Walckenses  10/25/79 3 r Bullding Micania aurata {Wnntz) T/13/78 : ] M Roadaide
11/18/75 7 r Bullding Meriola decepta Basiks 8/10/78 1 N Roadaide
6/10/78 A r Building Seotinella foamica  (Banks) $/1877% 1 SN Forest
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Anypharnidae
Aaltibundd (Hentz)
Plusng borealis (Emertom)
Agsie gracllls (Honts)

Anyphasaa maculafa
Anyphasna eelen

Anyphaena fragifis
Cremidas
*Anthita

Banks
(lents)

Ranks

animosd  (Walckenaer)
Libitiodes sayi tm;n
{Hentz

*loan pumifa
Ctenud hibernatis

Theminidae
L kne Lenta  (Malck

Conianachng verdicofon
Kaynarling

Misumenoides fonmosdpes
(Walckenaor)

(Hentz)

Misamenops celfex  (Mentz)
Misumenops asperatus  (Hente)

Misumgrops oblongus Reyserling
Xygatieus elegand Eeyswrling

Xgitiems fenox  (Memte)

XybCicus faiguriafus Keyserling

Xybticid Cumefactus (Valckenaer)
Xysticus gufosud Keysarling

Xyaficis Cexamua  (Banks)
Nusticis fungsfus Eeyserling

Kpsticus mutificus Keyseriing
Xysel 1

Xysfious Enanaveriatus
(I.I.l.ch-utl

Symema paavula

(Hente)
Phitodroms hegserlingl Masrx
Phitodromus peaniz  Blackwall
abbotll M

Philodnomus Embacillus
Keyserling

Philodnomis aufui Walchenser

Phidod

Philfodeomus marcii Keyserling
Phifodnomas valganis Keyserling

Ebo fatithoaax Keysesling
Onyplida conspuscata Thorell

Tibeltus oblongus (Walekunaer)
Trataus angulatus (Valckensar)
I:I ticidan

olivtus Peckhas
audex

Phidippua (Henta)

Phidippus whitmandi Peckhes

Pludw dns (C.l: Koeh)
w“utmuﬁn

mu.wu carobinensds
Peckhas & Peckham

110

6/15/19
8/24/7%
12/10/78

5/18/79

5/18/19
12/3/79
12/10/78
10/12/78
4/11y1

/1041

6/10/78
/30779

Bi10/78
9/18/78
10//7%

10/11/19
/1118
115178

5130079
/18178
10/25/7%
T/14/78
12/4/78
B/24/79
/14778
6/30/78
1125019
Af13/78
6/ I8

afar/ie
1125719
10/15/78
7

63078

10718779
10/18/78
TI5475
&/13/78
10/18/7%
1125079
6/30/78
725019
s
10/15/78
LYES T
10/18/7%
sfafs

wf13/78

Thouisidas
7 1] Phidi purpuaatus Eeyserling
7 N Roadside
2 % Foreat Phidippus myaliceus fserton
N s Phédi P . !
2 r Bullding
3 5% Muadaide Phidippus patnamii  Peekham
3 g hosdside
4 1] Roadnlde Phidippus clams  Keyserling
i S8 Rosdside Tedus elegans  (Wentz)
& 8 Forest Wabaonattus borenlis (Panks)
L] 8 Forest
1 5 Favest Neon melLi Pockhan
1 L] Torast
& N Forest Panaphidippus manginatus
(Ualekenans)
Paraphddippas amm-{u.! (Easten)
& fiN Moadside
Slanpissa Lineata (Knch)
B4 Noadside
] SN Roadside Salcicidas
wilanpisgs Ldmeatn  (Mock)
1 SN Meaduide
A N Yorest MzApissa undata (DeGreer)
6 aN d 5 4 papenhoed  Peckham
8 SN Torest
1 o 1a Lid Path
1 ¥ Building (Malckenaer)
& M loadside
] SN Beadslde Metaphidippas flavipedes
2 SN Roadeide {Peckhas)
2 S Wpedside Hetaphiddppus o
3 r Bullding (Walckenaor}
" N Foreat Wetophidippus insignia  (Banks)
2 SN Toodside Metaphidippos enddd (Banka)
3 N koaduide Thiodina sylvana (Nentz)
[} SN Readalde
1 5N Rosdside Iygoballus bedind FPeckham
4 4 Roadeide
L P Hoadnide
5 SN Rosduide maum Aetpunefafus  (Hente)
7 S0 fosdeide Exis pingus  (Kanton)
3 SN Roadside Agasse cyanea
] 5N Tosduide
4 SN Roaduide fagniola  (Menee)
] L4 Roaduide Ugnhmanachne hentzd Ranks
1 m Forest Balffus youngil Peckham
3 r Forest
Habhomattis coromitus (Mencs)
. m daid Plecippas paetp faarton
7 SN Wosdside
5 Building Pechhamia pleata  (Hentz)
1 ? Bullding { { (L
] sH Moadaide Siteieus palustais (Peckham)
H S sosdeide Sixsioia
1 5 wide flonidanus Gertsch &
- sH  moadside Malatk
N SN Roaduide Maguia vittats  (Memtz)
1 58 Forest
t 5% Readside mm& uluu;
palmarion  (Hents
B 5N Moadulde
7 r Hoadeide Aglenidee
1 &K ! Agedenopsis mievia )
2 8N foadslde
4 SN Mosdside
5 BN Noadside Aglenopads penmuglvanica (Koch)
b} SN Mosdside
1 8% Nosdstde Conas medicinalis (Ments)
3 a1 eadside
1 ] Toadside Pisauridas
7 r Forest FPelopatis undulafs Keyserling
] {1 ] duid: punetat Hents
3 S Moadside i
] ] £ ipty (Rentz)
2 r Forest <
) L] b
Pisaurina mina luaunnm-:
5 r Torest Tinns peregrinus  (Bishep)
1 r Building
2 r Bullding Lycosidas
3 r Building Lynoss baftimaniant (Reyserling)
LY » Boilding lycosa nabida  ualchemaer
4 r Bullding
L] r puilding Lyeoss antelucdns Hontgomery
7 ® Butlding Lycosa avida Walckenanr
8 r Bt lding
1 5N Toadnide
1 r Bullding
5 SN Readside Lycosa aspensa Mente
L] r Bullding
lycosa heflue  walckenner
1 i Feadeide

Arkansas Academy of Proceedings, Vol. XXXIV, 1980

o/30/18
4/13/78
7425010
sfarinm
10/18/79
&/30/T8
125019,
4/13/78
§f21/1m
TrE5f70
1415413
10/1%/78
10/18/79
521478
4f13/70

10/15/78
125179
10/ 1879
&/30/78

1/25119
1/15/19
4/13/18
AT
10/18/79

10/18/7%
10/13/13

lof1af18

11718/79
111179
10/12/718
&/11/79

/1418
10/258/19
118179
10/12/18
1125019
siaim
10/15/78

1
6/18/19
LY
1435119
a7

e/
12/8)m
411119
10/254719
11/18/79
10/AR/79

8/30/78
/2118
1fasthe
10/15/78
10/18/7%

11
1125119

1/7/7%
B,

J0/18
s
/118
1114/
10742178

LYpeVEL]

e L " S T

- e e o

e L L Lt Rl R el

PEE s

o B

CETTTT Ty

FPREUNENENES S

1‘1;11:11=1=n

mggmpTTTgaAs TNy

~sppe SYYQUEEYEEEETTIEETEVELES & 22 [REsE: 2772

L LR L]

grvvevung

Toadu Ly
Forwnt
Forasy
Budld
Mul-‘
Baadsidy
Bandaidy
Forast
Builldi
Fores :.‘
Boadaide
Boads lds
Hoada lis
Roadaide
Torest

FPareat
Boadside
Forest
Boadsiis

Fereit

Buildieg
Roads ide
Boadulde
Meails s

Roadw Lin
Forost

Rosdaide

Roadsidn
Foreut

Roadside
Roadatdn
Building
Roadside
Roadside
Rondnide
Foreat

Farest

Roaduide
Noadsidn
Roadsidn
Roadeide
Hoads Lds
Roads ide
Roadoide
Noadside
Woadnide
Roaduide
Building
Forast

Boadaide

Roadaide

Forewt

Imdwll

Forsat
Thoada lde

Publish&itlj b¥ éiﬁiﬂiii ﬁ_
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[genas qulose  Valckemaer

Igessa frondicols  Kmareon
(oot canolineinads Walckenant

pratensds  (Emarton)
#m::u dibtincta {aua\:::m

Finafa sedentanius  Montgemary
ulaxis

Plasta {nd Emarton
Firafa mimutus  Emarton

Finats Chambers & Lvie
hepfoan £L {Hente)
Metois guneaea  (Mamts)

1dan
um‘m‘ winddans (Walckenanr)

Orjopes saliicus  Hents

femstatis hetia  Brady

Mheridiidan

Thesddion tepidanionss (Koeh)

Theridion flavenotatum
Kaysnrling
Thenidion faondeum Hemes

Theaddion diffenens  Tmerton
Spintharus {lavides  Monts

Teutena taiangiwlosa (Walckenanr)

Cltnum niparing  (Keysorling)
Ufoianis ampricans Eserton

Thtd ik, :

{ )
latredectus mactans {Fabricine)

Eutyopis Limbata  (Walckenaer)

Cendpiatha tuigons  (Ments)

Mayrodes mephilse Tsesamovsks
h:@n!h-

mifhata )
Wierathens gaasdtia Hi-!.:lmu;

Werathens sagittats
(Walckenaur)

Verwueoss anematn (Walckenawr)

;Imcmu benjaning (Walckenasr)
Wlicans pratensds (ilentz)

fohcons domiciliotum (Meotz)
Wevscoma mrabesca (Walehenaer}

Nearcona dacrs (Walckenaet)
gibbetosa (Hents)

/2519
10/18/79

1
&/30/18
/25019
10/18779
6/18/79
Af11/79
1171/
10/15/78
12/4070
5121178

1408
1274778
41179
&/18/79
51211
14719
1071879
s

7/14/78
10/15/78
12410/78
115779
10/12/78
1/aji8
k13478
411479
1125179
wf2s/79
10718179
&/30/78
11118779
1 /119

4/13/78
1138019
10/18/7%
5(21/18
1425/1%
10/18/79
T/14/78
YERVELS
6/18/79
10/25/79
6/30/78
7IALITE
e
5127470
10/12/18
12/4/78

11/4/78
&430/18
G/18/79
LYae el

8/16/18
B/10/78
12/3/7%
8T

LTALTRT ]
1273719
Th5/18
kFALTEL]
6118
511
11518
/179
6/12/79
1415019
S/11/78
B/24/19
10/25/19
10/11479
11/18/19
&/18/79

B S e D e R e e D e DR R WA A B S R O e B e R A

L T S

e A L T T e

TgEgvEgUagUNgEYINN eIy

grEevgv"

EEmEYNNNWEYE Y

LEETESEER RS TALE R §-1-F 3|

Ee=wEEywe=wavwavay vgugp

Dullding

Rosdaide
pullding
Roadnlde

Boadulde
Mudlding
Bullding
Roadside

Aremeidar
placida

Cyelose condea  (Pallas)
Arplope aunaatia Lucas

{lentz)

AMglope faldasclats (Forakal)

Theeidiosoma gemmoia  (Koeh)
Avareus eavateea {Linnawun)

Andneus fhaddens (Linnasus)
Anamens faondoda  (Limmasas)
Araney novdeaind  (Tharell)
Antapus (Clerck)

Prexifia directs (Mente)
Eustala apastern  (Mnlckenner)

Guateracantha eLipsoides
(Walekenanr)

Acanthepeisa stellata

[Walckenasr)

AR Iag b e
Acacesis hamats (Heotz)
Arandells dis

plicata
Chamberlin & Ivis
Cypelfosa bifurca  (Hemts)

Cyelosa eoniea (Faliss)

:Intnpil;u bisaccatum Emarton

o, Archer
Epeisa coanuta  (Clerck)
Nephila efavipes

(Linnamus)

Meoseonella pegnia  (Valehensnr)
paafensis  Emerton

Sdnpa
Wixia gefypa  (Malchenaer)
Tetragrathidas
Tettagnaths stuamings Emerton
Tetasgnatha Labotiosn fHents

Butlding
Building
Roudyide
Roadwlde
Tuilding
Muilding
Bullding

Puadutde
Forest
Roadelde
Foreat

Farast
Torest
Forest
Yoreat
Forest
Foreat
Forest
Forest
Torest
Forest
Ballding
Wt Ly
Farest
Farest
Farest
Bullding

Tetangnaths elongats Walcl

Tetaagnatha veradcolon
Malckenner

leucauge venusfa {Walckenaar)

Pchyamaths £xistrinta

€. L. Koch
Mimogratht foed  (McCook)

Lynyphildas
Lingphia marginata

(Koeh)

Lingphia epccines  (Mentz)

$/16178
10411479

1w1are

TI15/78
afLfie
BI2A[TH
11718479
115778

&1L/
B/24/78

1214078
W1L/T8
1118179
10/13/78
10/11/7%
B/24/18
12319
/121
/748
e
10/25/79
L
613179
/1278
1113118
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- Mimetus puslinus Chasberlin LUl 4 N Koy,
Frontinells pyramitelia 6f12/79 6 Ll Roady
{Walckenanr) W16/ 18 & r Hoadnide Exo juscaton  (Villers) nf2afre L} N Randy
stifie 1 S5 Roadalde A2/418 3 = Konnij
1/35/19 4 S8 koadaide
10/18/79 5 r Koadalde Micryphant idon
11/58/19 7 r Roadnid Epet Eridd (Eserton) e 1 s Formg
1o/2s/e 5 58 Roadside E,pou.nvu maculata  (Ranks) 612/ [ L] Footwy
Medoneta miciaréa  Emertom 1115179 2 ] Hosdaids £p¢myon¢ aiifumnalid (Emerton) 10/15/78 1 8 Foren
Medgnete fabaz  (Keyserling) /1319 2 s loadald L (Banks) 11/18/758 ? 5 Foruy
Gaarmopata dnoata  (Emerton) &f11/79 A 1 Foreg
Himet {dae 10/23/79 5 s [
Ium.,hu dnteafector Ments LYRTE L] | £ d Walck wigilax (Blackwall) ST 2 s Foren
* Species not published prior to the present collection. ** | Donaldson 5 Fulton *** 5—Sieve
2 Randall 6 White Oak Lake SN—Sweep net
3 Columb 7 Garland City P—Hand picking
4 Fordyce 8 ElDorado MD—Mud-dauber nests
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PROFILE OF HUMAN-RABID SKUNK CONTACTS IN ARKANSAS: 1977-1979

In recent years, rabies has become a serious problem in the striped skunk (Mephitis lation of Ari With 98 p
cases in 1977, 140 in 1978 and 297 in 1979, Arkansas ranks first in the number of skunk rabies per squm mile. The Arkansas Dcpcr!menl ol
Health, in 1979, declared rabies in striped skunks to be of epidemic proportion. This paper presents a profile of human contacts with rabid skunks

over this three-year period.
Using information gathered from the Arkansas Deymmeul of Health, those individuals who had with laboratory-confirmed rabid
skunks were interviewed either by questi or by teleph inmaﬂmtodnomimlhebehﬂordlheﬁunk the habitat in which the skunk

was killed, time of day of the contact and whether or not other skunks had been seen behaving in a similar manner. Response to this poll varied
from 40% in 1977, 80% in 1978 and 95% in 1979.
Tlhlc 1 summarizes the behavior of rabid skunks at the time contact was made. As can be seen, roughly half of the skunks behaved inan ag-
Another one-third were either non-aggressive but unafraid or behaved in a sick or disoriented manner. These data agree with
Ru:hnds (1957. Noﬂh Dakota Outdoors 20:4-5, 16) observations that rabid skunks are “most aggressive and determined” than any other form of
wildlife in their attacks on humans and on other animals. Table 2 indi that most rabid skunks in the acute state of infection are solitary.

Table 3 identifies habitats in which the skunks were killed, Over half of the skunks were killed in and around buildings in the country. The
striped skunk is increasingly being found in close approximation to human habitation (Verts. 1967, The biology of the striped skunk. Univ. 1.
Press, 218 pp.). The fact that such a large number of the rabid skunks were killed in and around buildings, further demonstrates the potential
danger of rabies to human and domestic animals.

Most of the rabid skunks encountered in I.hm three years (75%) were active during daylight hours (Table 4). To some degree, this may ]

reflect b activity p H , it eleardy ill that the rabid skunk's activity often deviates drastically from the normal nocturnal
or erepuscular pattern,

Table 1. General Behavior of Rabid Skunk Table 2. Have Other Skunks Been Seen Behaving in a Similer
BEHAVIDR 1977 1978 1978 TOTAL Manner?

Mggressive 1w safsn)  geas)  1e7(ds) 1877 1978 1978 TOTAL E;
Unafraid but not ressive 6(18) TR 54(20) 74(18)

b, [rre YEs a29)'  28(27)  e9(26)  106(26) !

Disoriented or sick N3 s0e) ex(23)  s8(e2)

orms) 13 404 8(2) ) NO 2(n) 76(73) 199(78) 297(74)

Dead %) 10(8) 25(9) 38(9)

1 - Parenthesis Indicates percentage 1 - Parenthesis indicate percentage
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