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Abstract 

Many years ago on Easter, my mother gave me a book of Robert Frost’s poems as a gift. As a 

child, I enjoyed his rhyming schemes and the characteristically simple, beautiful, natural imagery he 

portrayed in his verses, but the deeper meaning of the words was largely lost on me. As I grew, I would 

revisit the poems from time to time and would enjoy discovering a subtly hidden metaphor or 

experiencing new feelings and emotions evoked by a poem I had already read dozens of times. When 

looking for inspiration as a music composition student here at the University of Arkansas, Frost’s poetry 

proved to be an ideal source as it not only provided me with a wealth of visual imagery to try and recreate 

(pizzicato strings mimicking the blinking of fireflies at the end of “Fireflies in the Garden” for example), 

but also contained a bevy of personal thoughts, emotions, and memories ripe for being morphed into 

musical ideas.  

Like James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake or Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass, some of Frost’s poems 

leave the reader with no clear message or conclusion. Writing like this used to frustrate me. However, I 

have since come to understand that the words, although they do not necessarily always form an easily 

discernable and coherent thought, just like pieces of instrumental music, do still elicit an emotion from me 

and that is perhaps where the bridge between language and music resides in part. 

Although the poems were the main inspiration for this music, much of it is informed by my study 

of jazz. Musical ideas from some of my favorite jazz artists including Billy Strayhorn, Django Reinhardt, 

and Coleman Hawkins are echoed throughout these pieces. Electronic musical introductions/interludes 

featuring both hardware and software synths along with videos were part of these pieces in their 

conception. I leave it up to the performer(s) to experiment with this idea. I hope I have done a good job in 

translating the feelings I have felt reading these poems into sound. 
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