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Abstract

My opera entitled “the game: a contemporary opera in one act” began as a project in my
undergraduate composition lessons. My vision for this opera is to make it accessible and easily
performed by singers with minimal “operatic training.” This is an opera for developing singers,
and a great introduction to the style of opera without long, draining arias, or complicated
ensembles. This opera was performed on April 2", 2022 in Stella Boyle Smith Concert Hall as a
partial fulfillment for my degree requirements. Long-term, I envision The Game performed by
singers in high school, undergraduates, or even community theaters. I utilize the leitmotiv
technique throughout the opera, as well as incorporating specific keys and harmonic language to

represent the different locations - Tygon and Earth.
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The name of the free play winner is seventeen-year-old

Alexandra Montoyas.

&

o
A T
o
A T

¢!l

el R
e v
7 =
1 e 59
T ]
B ¢ [r ¢
e e
~t 1|09
q
- Q
o e £
o ¢ HT- E
ol el 2 T
[ TT® =
~t
| e
O o
1 ~t \A&OOU
3
—w
N
N [ —
| i 4
e =
~ q e
e —
o r. -
=
| s -
ol ~t [Q
2
o T e £
an | er..V.
B H\m. o Amv
! -
L
1 feel ;}. —
~ Q-
| |
| 1 o
B i I
I -9 I 1 =
2 &
) ) 1
L i e i B L L
+< oy < oy RS <N DL
=) ﬁl N ﬁl S N \w rw\v
»
= <




s 5 e L)
N i1\
T 1)
' ' e m N1- L
m I k)
N1- m ol Arl\d
e
o m e H\.
TN = e e
' ' MJ. 5 Nl- h\a
ol B \\d@%w.‘f Aru.\#
= S
n
N N H\ g
\\\\. - olole
o 1
i
Fesy Fesy Fesy S e
QL O
[
1 1 ] xy
o]
B ==
1 1R
==
1 -0 (\EREN
- [
| | HH m R
iy eigal & T
° Wa ﬂwnﬂ W. umm\
| 2
TN NI (1N
] ] ~t ~ [ YRES
1 eelel] | T
L v L L
~NL A NE A ~
NG 6) T e
A S —— S —

7% = [T [N I 2 [ in NG
e m i e M m i
| s i I » 1 I N )1 ) e
e E | e = A
] 17 e £ N ol
s E T 1) prany o
N<=v ol Ne¢ o N=0 o N=0 o N=0 o = .V\\*
o
Hy = Hie ! I .W. | [ 10
‘ﬁwd M h N2 ['Y
. . h . B L .vIW
i . \ o2 | H
= 1 =
TINE B o | 2 h
e E e TTTe 2L e
Ees e o o o " il - N
TN s e e . o ﬂ\iv
[N : [ il i
™| 2 L) (YEN
o ﬂmd
| oI
' ' TYE T e ' N
iy 1
™ & T A ML 2 Nee
I Ik [ R, 2N i
e E o ! | = .TH
= . [mJ - —eHT ol
Susul Susul Susul N Susul q
— (YR
1 A . ST *
I ‘\ M\ i~ I ) o~ [ 18
I H e LYl
| 1 il = I [ o]
E NR) N
I . \® 1 1 Wl
1 £ | HEIA ” oi\—
e £ Qi N
~1J. S hE
] (23
NN N nEE m
I NN e e - I
' | | | = M I
| oo N v
0
[ B ‘\J. | g N
_ I f\Jé m |l
= N2 N
L i v B B N B N B e "
N e &N &N L N L &N q L
N B S o = O A i i
A A S —— T —




N = [Fv s M M 1oai M I I I N I
\ Al A \mhv Lwhv \mhv ] len
M el ).
Y 5 1 1 C I pMLP\ N Ll
M= m ks U T i ,
o] — ﬂ‘r / 0 o
. oo 1 1 1 11
| sml el N T v ﬂ ) A
T S T
| T L
of [of [o of [o Y &L
3 i =
HE SEEr
< 3 L S5EE M FE ~ e |
s | ER
+ I SEZEE || elsl >
g5 N & ' ' SSELs i A
23 BEESS I I N rli
= m —t N s el of o] o] ~
= s I Zdz= 1
Ex w\ L] £z a8 ey L)
75 [ h Fiz7 L
. == R P s | 1"
T 1 1
m\ ™ e TTop i .«
W e by “ne
1 —\\ —V AC TTTe " I 1 —
5 (1] L Primi
He 2 M _ _ 2 Tl
w k\\. N {xt L
Ha| 2 He LI ol a B
1N (=% | | | | || Pan =
N © N N =
I I = * : Ik
e 8 ) L
Pl T _ _ i T
Ll = In BAL.
S . MM
i VE | s
= o I
Pan = o L |1 = | 1 1 1 \\A'.q HW&W
g ﬁ N “Te = My hd e
= IN (179 L
N E | LR i |
| | < | | b » iy |
e e 1y & 1A \\\\un
3 L L TR 1% pmJ il
[=] ' olele
AR Y = {7 (™ N S S S S
L v L L v L i v L L v B B B
<N ~ << A ~ ~ N ey DL DL Y DN ¢ DL DL
m/n ﬁl N [ e ﬁl M/nrds ﬂ; nrw N ﬂ; £ [ w [
< < m ~—

Brandon’s
Dad

10



] |||
i m ]
s
& i
I e
>
1l |
cn
o
| 2 |||
N © Y
N <
[n) < 1Te
| 8
=
| 2 )
=
=
2
z | || |
il g 19 B
e Z e
o e
- e
ol 8 e
" ol E e
#\\y— 5 e R
ol 3 e
T b 0
e £ e
W\A. < e
el = )
S [N " O
g ey
e
e
1 TTTOR_ ~¢| 8
e
[TTToR__
| 1 1)
T o
Rupul Rupul Rupul N upul
—_ L~ ~ ~ L]
BN BL.N BN BN BL.N
NG G e X @
L s (

BD

L U] iju kbl el [hat kbl
: Ml = qﬂ
= =] L]
E d
. -
m m 1 [
3 | Ty U E x
s (YEE| ;mw o] 9
£ o] o
N et (Y]
vm [ 188 m _alT _&
TR [y z5
e —a[T] m H, ™ v |
< g W )
L= L)
; = -4
# L . 2
2 |M |\ I > 1 L g
£ Pzl
L R
S . A e n L)
LT 1% 17
2 L
= ol - by
Ly N o ] L
|| =
q 2 e w s
e EI.N T
< Ty | 18 £ L. a
8 A e
Q¢ » P
B4 - _a e { 4 1 ee
I - M 2 IR
- ol g T
5% i g‘ £ ;
£3 ! L I
o = 1) 2 (" Tm
T o o 4
3 m ~¢| R e B m
= n INiH : o
= L
- ) [ 18 o E™ = TTeTe o
v [ .
S 22 N o«
s @2 N P e
il AQLLL 5 DA (Y'Y
il ARLLL m A
i~ [ 18 [ YHN &)
Y ol Aell 2 " \ﬁ;
|
o LIEE FXCHAR (I IO A
= L TT1
i qd M R
e~
[ Hr N [®
1T NN
7 . ° N [YRE
o T 2L g RN ol
[ w o | 184 .y
. -~ - I~ ~ - I~
BN N mi.N BN mi.N BN mi.N mi.N BN
RS Y Co NE ﬁl “NGre- ﬁl o NEo ﬁl
N <2 & =N < &
a a
o m =

11



R
] ] ] w A N .Pu ol
A . N
\! S
" " " —Tolel 1
R
o el 1 ol
4 i)
«n ===
: I I h- |l
> 12 A1 . . . L)
M T[N
e I
oL e Q- QL
o
ol 1l
- PM . il ol
| 25 | Lo il
£t i1 | | I3t
£3 (Y8 L o
X [y T8/ |0 L ol
o
E¥ 3 ol "l Eesy Eesy Eesy S ErS
= m ol J ELN BEN ELN ELN BEN
R3] & RES RES =S =S RES
m m (YR -\— THe [4e THe THe [4e
| 5« | N mil
m o \\y _a
A = ol Ll
[y — .L ' ' ' Ll oL
i | & OO
XL | e
1 ;
| | 8
M | | & N N N Rl
g Ml N . of o oo
£ ) 1’ F\L ~dRe W
g N N
£ L
re
£ A Wr& f.T\‘ " N N . i
2 —wal] .rg B ¥
= = e
& i i A i)
= N ﬂ\i Y
| |+ [
| 1 1 1 il
.
B LI o 8L alll
3 i [t i)
0 2§ o]
| =29 1 iy iy >
S5 3 [ Y= ﬂd ,
“ <E= ™ 1 1 ] »
T 2 ol ﬁ.mJ A W
B o 3¢ o 3¢ o 3¢ o ~ R QO
. . . -~ o =~ - o =~
_len e _len BN mi.N BN mi.N mi.N BN
NG NEo NE ﬁl N ﬁl NEo NE ﬁl
ST K < BN & <

a tempo

rit.

I 1 I M
—o(el I Wl
2
o 1 o
| § | —
S
H
80 T (\JHAR
3
=
N AL ol
3
1 % 1
N I QL
3
. o[
S
3 ol ol
2 ol
1 Y " 17
e
N M [ 18N
£ il QL
<3
53
<E
I ¥3 I I .
3 —910| |
8] 5 et Ly
8.2 ]
5% ~
o N .
| M dm | 1l
N NI ]
m XX
=
= L 18
s A
| g | "IN
g S
3 —ole  ay
g
IS
<
<
_ = _ i
Y Wl
I N N Name
—ole[[T ]
en _|eN Jen - Ei.N
L e Ly L~ L~
- L~ - ! L~
BN mi.N BN EL.N
N N N o

12



4 4
- Il
b
il

191

don’t try for first place,

She told me not to win,
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All characters walk onstage, going about their business as they prepare for Zack and Alex to enter the Game. —|
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Voice-over: When the Game first went live, we had to call the imaginary world something. We ended up choosing a unique, — __|
ﬁ never-before-used name. "Earth" is actually an acronym. It stands for Educational Avatar Reality Training Habitat, a clever —
description of our intention for the virtual schoolyard we created for our children. T
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Voice-over continued: The sheer volume of operations required to stimulate this existence
called for a powerful supercomputer to be designed. |
ﬁ ‘We named this supercomputer Mainframe. —
Earth was our third attempt at making a world in which the kids would thrive and grow, ]
and we feel very fortunate that the kids responded so well to Earth.
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Voice-over continued: It is an exact reflection of life here on our own wonderful planet, Tygon,
which allows graduates to bring their Earth experience and use it to better our reality.

|

Quite simply, we watch the Game for the same reason

that we don't allow people over the age of eighteen to play it;
because, in many ways, it's better than real life.
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players who die in the Game also die out here in real life.
Very popular events when they happen.
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Young Danielle
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Danielle, Cindy, and Tommi run around playing, doing parkour.
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Tommi: Just come on and let’s go. My mom gave us money for ice cream.
Danielle: Okay, be right there. Just watch this.
Cindy: That’s a bit far to be flipping to the ground... —
Raphael: I bet you can do it, Danni. f—
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',L“u Danielle does a flip while Raphael helps her. She almost trips on # z
oJ the landing, but he helps her up.
Raphael: Do me a favor, Danni. First try should
be from just a bit lower. Why don’t you climb ) L.
down a bit and do a back flip from there? ——— Raphael: Perfect, Danni. That was all you. % ‘,é
Danielle: Are you sure? It doesn’t look very — Danielle: No one calls me Danni, but I like it. =
hard. It’s barely off the ground... Raphael: I'm glad. My name is Raphael. You be sure to
A stay safe, Danni. Have a great day.
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needs to be re-mem-bered. If an-y-one is watch-ing the a-va-tar they will see you as well.
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There’s a student here who is maybe as good as, or
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